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INTRODUCTION 


I N Ihti ])Ui^'e.s wliicli follow lia\'e been brought 
togc'lbcr two historical iigurcs, wliose fates 
intertwined at many i>oints, but who in life, 
if we can crc'dit Kaipnl: tradition, came face to 
fa,ce once only in a. mirror. 

Whether or no my story as a whole can 
])ro])erly be tt'nm'd a historical re)mane,e. I leax’c 
others to decide. My own hnrnble ojiiriion is 
tluit it can, for 1 coiua'i\'e th;it the main actors 
and their actions lie withiii the usiiall\’ a<-ci‘|)ti‘d 
though not very clearly defined limits separat- 
ing the liistoricatl from pui'e romance. 

Sultan ’.\la,ud-din. Rani I’ailniim. hei 
Imsiiand Ravvnl liatlan Singh and man', others 
iigui'iiig in the tale, all umioubtedly li\ ( dan<l 
iie.d realitw I'liittor was eertaiulN -ael.id by 
'Ala-nd-d.in. a.nd iiidmini did iimeolale li'T-fll 
b\' lire to ax'oid fallin!- into his haiu!-. hapudls’ 
established are th.e death, in the Sinai pha-e ol 
the siege, of Ratlai' Singli. ami ol the era'apeol 
.\jey Siiiidi to carry on tin- loya! line. 

So far at huist lliis uo\ ei is hi noiica!, 
though admittedh' it has itcen m-ei n\' at 
times to resort to iiittMisiticat ion and e\ eii r«“>tor- 
ation where the record is wa-ak or laded, siijce 
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historians invariably fail the writer of roman 

by giving only extraordinary events r 

omitting the every-dav life of iacli particnl 
time and country. " Pditicul; 

1 ■ vvhat about ’Ala-ud-din’s motiw' f 

his attack upon Chittor-a motk-c * 1,. P 

Hindus" did iwt'bcHel“ i“* Ifa'^dkmT’'' *'• 
summarily thus ^ dibnnssos i 

sipon”?ri^''^ ^^fter a in-otractec 

Ala-iid~din Ivliilji storm ori 

put 30,000 Hindus to tlii sword 

also suffering heavilv but moVe nartitmf'’?' 

desire to win b^Wr .f 
charming wife of Rain Ration 
daughteAfacSjg^ the 

served as theme for several ' 


admiO^in f while I 

the tendencT amm r? tradition and 

totalreJecSom;^ 

IS not justified. I accent I n-‘‘K’^otive 
that Padmini’s home was at 
Neemuch District aStWc-^ the 

akin in sound to 
to unrein their 
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above ignores a very im])ortant adniissirni l,ty 
one early Muslim writer, who gave the following 
parallel if not actually substantia tory account 
of what took place. 

In the first assault on ('liittor Rattan Sinoli 
was captured and taken as a prisoner to Dellti. 
There he languished for .some considerable lime. 
In the end he was released on a.gre<ang io sur- 
render to ’Ala-ud-din Ins loxa'ly yoimg wife. 
Padmini, an account of wliose beauties had 
reached the Sultan and l>cwitched hitn. Ihil 
the Rajput clansm(ui would not hear id snefi 
sultying of honour. Outwardly agreeing. the\ 
planned to get Rattan Singli away and Io cto-er 
ins retreat l)_v a rusO; which was jtreeisely what 
I have described in this volume as ha|>peaing 
at Chittor. 

So the main differences lietwaam lUe Mus- 
lim and Rajput versionsan^ of locale and lioimur. 
And since the formc'r denies the [iroud laiast of 
the house of Mewar that among all the iv’ajjmt 
clans they alone have never stooped le gi\-e a 
daughter in marriage to Ihe Muslim rulers of 
Delhi, I prefer the latter version as 1 he more 
probable and as 1)eing more in aca-ordanee wit h 
the known concejhs of honour among Rajputs. 

There remain the mirror scene and the 
vision of Kangra Rani, guardian godties^ of 
Chittor. As regards tlu' first, here fraukK' I 
suspect the poets of invention. Vet the inven- 
tion, if such it be, is so unimportant historiealh' 
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and SO romantically colourful, that any writer 
might be excused for clinging to it. 

As for the alleged appearance in persuii of 
the goddess, Tod .suggests that tlu‘ scene may 
have been got up by Rattan Singh to aninialo 
the spirit of resistance, 'riiv' stor>\ lie ariirin^, 
is consistent with the belief of the trihe; and 
that the goddess sh.ould o})('nly manifest 
her wish to retain as her tiara iiie 
battlements of Chittor on conditions so 
congenial to tlie wailike and snpei'si i 1 ii ms 
Rajput was a gauge that would i)e isodih lai- im 
up, and fully au.swering tlie < ud. it ihcTcfore 
deserves a place in the aimals of the siege. 

The aRscnce of psyehohigical doeiiini-uis 
has made it necessary to till in tii-’ gap'-, and in 
this I have been more hTs.sed than iiianv 
•writers, who find themsehes faced with tint 
ta.sk of .constructing intimate detail Rr a dim 
or forgotten past. Rajpuiana. in it> p.ilit \ . its 
customs and its outlook has e hanged :ih!l!e 
through the centuries, that anx'oii.-. w hw lies 
lived close -to it as 1 haxe i.'an ir.'ai ii lire 
die past from the present. I'or insi.uus/. it is 
doubtful whether such le.vmi mie .i the 
Dassera and the Holi h:i.\e ehaii; ■ d in .mv 
essential since the day.s wlu-n P idmini s'..iD h. <1 
them from her balcony. .\s tor ih • • . ^ iw ■ of 
dialogue, these are In' no na '.ni;-. ;.li ti..!-. of 
imagination. Many of iliem ha\ .• Im- n tb.iv. n 
from Persian or Rajput writ ings pnrpuia in;,; to 
be accurate accounts, ntheiv. wlffe ilu; 



INTRODUCTION 


13 


is silent, luiN’t' liecn borrowed from 
;1 and aulhentie scenes. In a very few 
onlv has dialogue been . deliberately 
ed, and then its feasilhlity has been 
lly’ weighed with dne regard to the known 
1 phenomena of the class of ]>erson into 
moiilh the words have l>een put. 

1 ascrilhng the origin of tlic Children of 
in to the lilts; of King bonis, 1 have used 
iHC.retion in selecting what a}')pears to me 
:)st prolialile of several dix'ergent accounts 
Ir lieginnings. 

wo important eliaraclt'rs (Man Kubeswara 
ialji) admittedly do nsit lielong to the 
al record. Tlup’ have lioen invented to 
ete the jtieture.’ I'or wlio could imagine 
[)nt court witliout a Lord of Rhymes, or 
ndian lrag<’d\' nnconnected with the 
Lies of some treacherons minister ! 

aid now a word a!;out the spelling of 
a proper nouns. 

1 the \'arious avillmrities consnltesl the 
of my 111 rsiius* a})i'ears as Padmini, 
ani or Ludmaiii. Cliittor sometimes has 
, sometimes two; elsewhere it has been 
m ( liit t nr or t hit toi'e. Reeeutl)’ in two 
g newspap'S'i’s of India. a]>pearing on the 
da\', the great Miialu ft'stisal has btu'u 
id, in the one as Dassora, and, in tin' 
as Dussehra. In lln- { ircumstances somi' 
tc choice of spelling luui to be made and 
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this has been done with an car to ouj.hoi 
and an eye to symmetry. 

The idea of writing- tliis I-)nok (-nnio sudden 
into my mind one evening, when i was siflii 
on the walls of Chittorgarli wadeliii;.'- tiie si: 
go down over the plains Ih'Iow. h’nies are !l 
ideal setting for e\'()king gliusts and \ i.-iiiiiis i 
the past, and ol all tlie ruins that 1 kno 
none is so haunted ]»\- (he past as flutlore.iri 

The idea once conceix ed, no (inie was Ins 
E\ 0 iy l)ook and (‘V’crv l5<‘;rr!ii:» du (j) 

subject was eagerly sougiit out and ' made t 
yield Its help. Perliay.s (he nms( diCli.-uK -.at 
of the task was to obtain a, (rue piciuiT of' ili, 
old fortress as it e.xisted six luiiulred 'o ai's aec 


^ It is possible that Indian readers am 
others who know India well mav o!ii>‘''l to tin 
use by Padmini and Rattan Siueh of eml 
other’s names, as being eiitirelx' n,a.r.,ed h 

^ i-, of course. \a!id 

A Hindu lady would uovit addre.ss Iht hu bam 
by name, but as “.\ndataji” nr hv soma n. I 
honorific Rattan Singh would eeriainl-,- haw 
called his queen “ Chhohana ji " and un| 
Padmini. But m record in, g their .-onwr aij.,,,. 
in the English tongue, sucli modes, if adimivd 
to, would grate strangely oil foreign ear. and m, 

have been replaced liy biuroi'iean Innu. of 

addrCvSs and cast of s})eech. 

Perhaps two further j)oiuts nee<l eb arinv 
Some reader may be tempted to think tliat, iii 
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picturing a Raifiut iirince consulting his wife in 
matters of state, 1 ha\-(^ given to tliese gilded 
captives an imiiortance they do not enjoy. He 
might even quote in support of tliis viiav the 
Rajput saying aliout tlic relative uniinjiortaace 
of di'scent on the female side tliat : “ It is, who 
phinted the tree, not where did it grow.” Such 
an idea is quitch erroneous. In tlie words of 
Colonel James Tod, the great Raj] ait liistorian 
and clianqiion : “A Rajput consults liis wife in 
e\'(a\v transaction; from lier ordinary actions 
lu! draws tlie omen of success, and lu' aj>pi!nds 
to her name tlie e])ithet of Ahwi ’ or ‘god-like’.” 

laistly some critic may say: •‘Ha: this 
writer does not really know his suoject. He 
has actually made a Muslim and a Hindu dine 
together.” Well, at timers they do and ha\'e 
done so, though proliahly or certainly not out 
ot this same disk or off food prepared by the 
same cook. l>ut anyway, is it onlv to })oe.ts 
that a little licence is to lie permitted ? 

In the end, with the few e.\'ceptions 
mentioned. 1 teel 1 can safely say with Mont- 
aigne: ‘‘I have oiily uuidc a luxsega)' of culled 
llowers, and have lirought little of my own hut 
the thread wliicli hinds tliem togetlier.” 
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soft mantle of dusk rustled down upon 
the hill-fortress of Chittor, cajutal of Mewar 
State, and upon the little walled townshij) 
of Taleliti snuggling for safety at its foot. I'he 
last mellow echoes of tem})le bells had died 
lingeringly away, leaving a stillness welcome 


after the tumult of the day. Just now Talehti’s 
crooked, narrow streets lay shrouded in the dust 
raised by homing cattle, but all along the 
hill-top, where the air was clearer, lazy spirals 
of blue smoke could be seen ascending from 
many a kitchen. There was the a])])etising 
odour of baking bread and of butter sizzling in 
fry-])ans. Soon it would be time for the evening 
meal. 


Prince Rattan Singh, his tunic cast aside, 
was snatching a short rest in an upper room of 
his palace. He was hot, weary and a trifle 
bored, b'rom earliest daw'n he had betm on 
duty welcoming endless parties of clansmen 
come to congratulate bis father, Rawul Samar 
Singh, on ‘ another knot in his years’. These 
royal birthday parties, he told himself, w(Te apt 
to be trying affairs for those who, like himself, 
were charged with the arrangements. 
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Through the unglaml window whi,-}, hn 
sat, came fitful puffs of iho risin ■ • i ' 

breeze, so cool, so sw.'ct that llu‘v so,.'.,..., f ' 
carrying the notes of a s.Vno H.' .v! . ij •! 

Soo,; l, ‘ mJ 

He was awakened l>v <1... disrn...l ,.ouoh 

of a maid-servant, who had (‘nto.od iV 
apartment. <nt<iod the 

^ 1 T^c Princess Padmini sends \-on h,.,- i,,..,. 
and this handkerchief to adorn the hilf , f o 
sword at ,o-„i,hf,s ba,,,,,.,,,,..".!™ 

fPX'tiTrA A 4"/% 1 ■ ^ H its siilvX' 

Texture. A tender smile plaved ahoni ? 
corners of his mouth. Sweet < f n i 

Alwa\’s when 

her that riu. K I'"" 

that is if the guests don’t staytoo’lol'"'-"'^'’’ 

bowed and wfthdre™^ ^'h'lalion, 

sword tn^kTOttedVo''romerof'o^ "II 

chief to the hilt lenvint 7i ^ 

about the purple vdveuJlh loose 

more he sLil^and d '".oe 

^^.MtstowipoabtetoSrii’briS^^^^^^ 
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But, thank goodness, there can be no such 
incident to-night. It will be just for decoration 
as she said. 

He called to his personal servant, Jaysu, 
sitting outside the door — a grey-l)eard grown 
old in service, soft of speech and soft of tread. 

“ Are my bath and clothes ready?” 

“Yes, my Prince, and it’s getting late.’’ 

“Right. I’ll be ready in no time.’’ He 
sighed wearily, then added half aloud: “1 won- 
der who the liar was who said that time was 
only made for slaves.” 

Half-an-hour later he j^ickcd up his sw'ord 
and left the room. 

His dress for this gala evening consisted of 
a flowing coat of white muslin slashed down 
the left breast to show a flowi'red silk under- 
vest; close-fitting trousers that wrinkled lightly 
down the lower half of his leg; a kamnuirband 
h(*avily embroidered in gold thread; and a scar- 
let pagri with gilt fringe, tied closely and lying 
flat on his head in tlie distinguishing style of 
Mewar. In honour of the occasion h(‘ hail put 
on, too, a necklace of large, uncut ('ineralds, 
and a diamond ring, which caught and reili'cted 
the tlickerings of the little oil lamps, ihv choragn^ 
set in the walls to light the winding .stairway. 

The picture which old Jaysu saw momen- 
tarily as his master left the room, was one which 
always filled him witli a glow' of pride and 
almost dog-like devotion. This tall, lithe, 
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broad-shouldered, more than handsome futun' 
ruler over the destinies of the Childnm of the 
Sun had been his special charf;e, siiu'e that 
early morning twenty-five years agtj. when flu* 
drums had boomed o'ut from the bastions of ilu* 
fortress announcing that Rawul Samar Siiufii 
had begotten a male child. 


Since then, day by day, month bv monih, 
year by year, he had watched him grow up’ 
noticing each characteristic as it thweloned ami 
marvelling at the curious mixture in his na< ure 
fearless leadership and the mvsticism of a 
poet— till it seemed to him that the rnurlal bo(l\' 
ot this young prince, whom he had ('onie to love 
more than a son, God had seen fit to make tin- 
dwelling place of two diverse souls. 


As the young body ripened Javsu had stood 
guard over it against the temptations and 
allurements inseparable from zenanas. With 
joy and 1 elief he had seen the young man turn 
from them in disgust, preferring ahva vs the 
ompany of soldiers and savants. -And' sim'e 
■irtue deserves reward, he had he(>n o^•e^ joyed 
when the loveliest_ and .sweetest of primvssiss, 
Pa,dmini Chohanaji of Ceylon, had beeonu' his 
prince's bride. Now he could look forward to 
tiiaGday, when once again the roll of drums 

th?knQP^^f ‘^^^^PPomtmont that still, after 
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Down in the courtyard Rattan Singh was 
joined by Rana Laksman Singh of Sliishoda, 
closest relative of the royal house, his seven sons, 
and by an uncle of the Princess Padmini, (h.rali 
by name. Together they left the main gate, a 
lotty arch crowned by four pillared minarets. 

The way lay at first between two small 
lakes, the one named Rattaneshwar after himself, 
the other Rathoria after his grandmother, a 
pnneess of the Rathore clan of Rajputs. The 
night was a clear one, and the walls of the fort 
stood fiet-worked against the sky. Now and 
again a bat, performing its strange soft flight, 
passed over their heads. 

“A somewhat pleasanter birthday feast for 
youi levered father than the last one,” remarked 
the Rana to Rattan Singh, looking up into the 
brilliant starlight. 

^ " Yes: definitely. It was our lances which 

fed best on that occasion.” 

Ncveitheless that also was a good party ” 
|)ut in Uncle Gorah. “Do you renieml)cr that 
last l)unth of Maliomedans we cornered just 
before dusk ?” 

^ Now then, Uncle, .said i'tattaii Singli 
patting him on the back, -‘none of yuur goVv 
1 eminist cnees to-night. 1 in alraid you’re never 
really hapjiy unlc.ss you’re killing .some poor 
mother’s .son.” 

_ “Oh: come: that’s being a bit hard, isn’t 
it ? After all what right hud Ulugh Khan and 
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his armies to march tlirougli kajpul Icri 

. He was referring to an atlenipted inxasion 
of Guzerat, just a year earlier, In’ flagli Khan, 
brother of Sultan’ Ala-ud-din Kliilji, when the 
Mahomedan army had been intercepted on its 
way by Rawul Samar Singh’s lurces and 
soundly defeated. 

“No right at all. Hut tlum what tlo the 
Muslims care about anyone's rights ?” 

“They ought to be given a go(»d l(‘sson 
in manners.” 

“Agreed, and I’ve no donl>t you'll iiave 
another op[)ortunity for trying to teach th<‘m 
that lesson.” 

“You think so ?” 

“I’msure. That is unless a n)ira(!le occurs.” 

By now they were passing through the 
main bazaar, where little .shops and latoths 
were still open and carrying on a brisk husiuess. 
As the party pa.s.scd, both sellers ami huwrs 
left their chattering to ['ay rt!.sp('ct (n their 
ruler’s son. Half a mile further on the party 
turned right and shortly aftt!rwar(ls arri\ cd at 
the Tripolia Gate of the palace. 

This great portal is protccti'd by two 
towers and contains within a guard-room. It 
gives entry to a spacious courtyard surrounded 
by buildings. Just to the left as oiif* enters 
IS a .stable, in which on this night stocul tlie 
Kawul s favourite cle|)hant, (ienda. This nohld 
animal, almost human in its understanding and 



CHILDREN OF THE SUN 


23 


knowledge, raised its trunk in greeting. Rattan 
Singh went over to it and rubbed its ears. As 
far back as he could remember there had existed 
between himself and Genda a haiipy friendshi]), 
one that had been cemented later in many a 
hard-fought fight. 

“Had an extra good supper to-night?’’ 
inquired the prince looking u|) at the great mass 
towering above him. 

Genda swayed from side to side, his little 
beady eyes twinkling in the torch-light. 

And longing for another chance to trample 
down the infidels, I bet. I believe you’re just 
as blood-thirsty as that wicked uncie of mine 
you old villain.’’ ’ 

He gave Genda a last jiat, turned and 
walked towards the Darikhana, the hall of 

ciUuicncc. 

As he cros.sed the courtyard he turnc'd for 
a moment to glance up at the buildings away to 
his lelt. From somewhere up there, lie felt sure, 

1 admini was looking out of Oiu' ol th(‘ manv 
grilled windows. Usually she Ii\ ed witli him in 
his own jjalace, Init to-day, for the birthday 
festivities, she had moved over hen; and now 
occupied the quarters .speciallv set aside for the 
zenana of the heir-apparent. ‘ He waved a hand 
and went on. Then joining the rest of the part\’ 
he entered the liull. 

Rattan Singh’s entry was the sign to rise 
toi all but his lather. 1 he old Rawul was sitting 
on a low dais, s|)rcad with rich carpets. Behind 
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him stood four attendants l)carini; (•inl)h‘nis of 
royalty, peacock’s feather set l)omiuet-\viso in 
long gold handles, and whisks of ’\'ak tails. I fe 
made his obeisance to the RawuJ and tlien took 
his seat just below and on the right of tiio tiais. 

The entertainment opeiu'd witli singing by 
a troupe of Nautch girls. Tlu'n; was tlu‘ usual 
auspicious hymn, sung in chorus, to the glory of 
god Deogi, through whose interjjosition the 
Rawul’s house had effected all its eoiujnests. 
This was followed by a .song, snug solo and 
specially written for the occa.sion. ' It told of 
the glorious deeds of the Rawul in peace and 
war, and made special reference to the last year’s 
battle with Ulagh Khan. Tliis part ex'identh' 
appealed greatly to Uncle (iorah, lor he reachtal 
forward and threw a gold coin to the girl as a 
present. 

"The Thakur Saheb docs well," .said the old 
Rawul, adding several more coins (o ih<' one 
already lying at the singer’s feih. Rut is it 
the singer’s wojrds or her imdlv fm'e that 
attracts him?’’ 

This ranark was greeted l)y general laugh- 
ter. Uncle Gorah’s attairs of the heart wtTc 
weU-known. 

Next a dance was performe<I, and while 
this was m progress _ goblet.s of Asa, a favourite 
and very potent Rajput wine, were served. 

At the end of the dance, the Nautch girls 
withdrew and sat down at the end of the hall, 
their place was taken by the royal bard, Man 
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Kubeswara — ^Lord of Rhymes. He was an old 
man with white beard and whiskers brushed 
upwards and parted at the chin. He came 
forward slowly and with dignity befitting one 
whose family for close on a thousand years had 
recorded and preserved unbroken the annals of 
the royal house of Mewar. He carried under 
his left arm a large roll of manuscript. 

“My God ! —is he going to read all that?” 
grumbled Uncle Gorah. “It’ll take^ hours and 
I’m as hungry as a hunter already.” 

“Have another drink,” offered Rattan 
Singh soothingly. “Nothing \G11 sto}) the 
Lord of Rhymes on an occasion like this.” 

“Thanks, I will. And tell the servant to 
leave the bottle near me, since we’re likely to 
have to sit here half the night.” 

Man Kubeswara had unrolled Ins manuscript 
and was now declaiming his verses in a high 
yet sonorous voice which rolled round the hall 
and seemed startlingly strong for so old a body. 
He was recounting in his own inimital)lc way 
the early history of the House of Mewar. Now 
and again he would slow down to empha.si/.e 
.some special rhyming or neat little allusion, 
and at such times his right hand would be 
raised, first finger and thumb togiither moving 
gently back and forward in time with the meter. 
His story was an epic of endurance* and heroisnr 
which lias thrilled countless generations anc 
still thrills. 
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He took his listeners hark inioadun ,nst 

when King Porus had oppos<-<l (hr ; ! 

invaders of the land of ind. 
sons went south to found a new line, and fr ^ 
his oms were begotten the S.K»r> x ansi. ( hihhv 
of the Sun, the senior survi\ ing Iinuirh of \vhi< li 

m her womb the hope of the futun> 

Us JetSuITc^r 'i 

protectors. In the wnr^k f 

“How could they hide the ’nv'! f'll 
He associated with llie \''' ^ ■ 
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forehead with blood drawn from the cut linger 
of one of his savage electors. 

For eight generations his descendants ruled 
the Bhils, till they, tiring of h)reign rule, rose 
and slew the eighth prince. The descendants 
of the Brahmin lady, Camlavati, who had 
become the hereditary priests of the Gohilotes, 
once again preserved the line. Bapa, the infant 
heir of the murdered prince, was conveyed by 
them to safety and brought up in the mountains 
above Nagda, a day’s journey from this hallowed 
spot, Chittor. 

Tlie old bard paused to take a drink of 
water. There was the sound of movement on 
every side, the stretching of cramped limlis by 
a spell-bound audience. Only Uncle (lorah 
seemed unaffected by the story. The l)ottle by 
his side was empty, his pagri sat awry on his 
head, and he had *hiccoughs. 

“One of your friends thinking of you, 
Uncle,” Rattan Singh told him. 

“ I’ve said all the names 1 can remember 
with no results.” 

“Try the name of your littk^ girl friend 
over there in the corner,” someone suggi'sted. 

Uncle (lorah gave him a withering look and 
continued; ” 1 think I’d better get out into tin: 
open air before Old Whiskers starts again. Be 

in liuliii in u> «tin‘ of vour inuiplr’i 

thinking of you. To onra it all you have tci do U to Uio n 

of all your frbnds till you coiucs to tli« iiumc o! tlm ngkl 
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a good chap, Rattan and ask your father to 
excuse me.” 


Permission granted, he rose to his feet und 
proceeded, a little nasteadily, down tlie hall, 
Pausing before the Nautch girls, h(^ sjmke (o flu 
one he had given the present to, evidently 
making some suggestion to lua. 'I'he rest (d llu 
assembly were amused to.st'c li(>r shake her head 
vehemently. Finally he i)assed out td sight. 

"The trouble about that unele indaw oi 
yours, Rattan,” observed the Rawul to his son, 
is that he’s just about as nu'kless ( tv(;r hi^ 
drinking as he is about his lighting.” 

" r«i afraid he is, h'ather. Ifut he’s a gr.ind 
fellow all the same. Don’t you tigree ?” 

“I do—the right sort of friend to have if 
one finds oneself in a tight corner.” 


The Bard was ready to contimu’ his 
recitation, and the hall sidtled down to sih'ucc 
once more. He had brought his stoiy up to 
Bapa Rawul, the focal centre of his tale and 
was now prepared to givv full rein to fantasy. 

BapaRawul— what a iiauii' to Conjure with! 

bounder of a line of a hundred kings, feared a.s 
a monarch, adored us more than mortal im- 
mortal even ruling by universal eonsenl umler 
the titles of Hindu Siirya (Sun of the Hindus), 
a]guru (1 recepter of Prince.s) and ( liakravarti 
(Universal Lord)- jis_ there any womh'r that 
clothed his memory in nu'.steriuus 

^ tempted to question 
the probability of these stories, at least refrain 
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from doing it within the bounds of Mewar : to 
do so there would sound as sacrilege in the ears 
of its people. 

The Bard touched lightly on Bapa’s prank 
lound the old mango-tree of Nagda. His audi- 
ence needed to be told none of the details : they 
had learned them at their mothers’ knees. This 
frolic, by which young Bapa found himself 
rnarried to all the village lassies, caused his 
flight from Nagda and originated his greatness 
but at the same time burdened him with all 
these damsels. The male companions of his 
flight were two Bhils, Baleo and Dcwa, whose 
descendants, as honoured guests, were present 
on this evening. 

The Bard continued his tale. 

At one time, to .support himself, Bapa 
engaged him.self as a cowherd, but soon found 
himself in trouble. One favourite brown cow 
returned each evening with udders omiity. 
Bapa was suspected of stealing the milk. 

Worried by the accusation, of which he 
was entirely innocent, he decided to watch the 
cow closely. He followed her to a narrow dell 
where he beheld the udder spontaneously 
pouring its stores amidst the shrubs. Looking 
more carefully, lie discovered the phallic symbol 
of the ‘great (jod’, which daily was receiving 
this lacteal shower. Nearby, too, he came 
upon a hermit, Harita, whom' the cow fed also. 

Aided by this sage, Bapa laid his plans. 
He was anointed by Harita as Regent of 
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Ekhnga. Bhavani, the consort of god Shiva, 
also took a hand, presenting him with a made' 
two-edged sword that was forged by Visvakarmi 

leTs^thansivt^ and weigluxl an oun« 

less than sLxty-four pounds, but increasing his 
stature to twenty feet (less one inch) to emable 
him to widd it. Thu-s armed and haW,!) 
collected a small force, he attacked Ihe fori d 
Llnttor, then m possession of liis motlierk 
kinsmen, the Moris, slew the garrison and 

became lord of Chittor. and 

, . ^ .^0^8 ^Pd glorious reign diirine 

which he subjugated all the countries ’arouid 
yet found time to honour the spot where the 
phalhc syrnbol had lieen found, by erectiiw^a 

?hame it to ilie 

ge ot Harita and his heirs in iiernetnifi’ 

he handed over his State to his son. 'amj ,l,sS' 

his last days in the forests as a San\''isi s 
religious recluse. ^anva.si, a 

vears^^ Then"^ sketched briefly the intervening 
years. Then on and up to the reign of Rawul 

Samar Singh, years during which a uernettnl 
struggle with the Muslim iiu-aders was wag<‘d 
and always successfully. Finally He closed 

Qiugn, Kegent of Fklinga, Sun of the brinz-inc 
and p?osptity God grant long life 
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Then the Rawul, in a voice that could be 
heard above all else, was saying: “Man Kubes- 
wara, thou and thine ancestors have ser\-ed 
rny family loyally for more than thirtv geiu'ra- 
tions. To-day, in recognition of those scrvict's, 1 
bestow upon thee and thine heirs, to be enjoN’cd 
so long as the sun and moon shall shine, tlu' 
gift of a Jagir of five villages. May (iod grant 
to thee many, many years to enjoy its fruits.’’ 

♦ * * 

In the great courtyard the birthday feast 
was in full swing. The ceremonial cup of cIumt 
— opium dissolved in water — had passcal fjoin 
hand to hand. And now, seated, cross-h'ggi'd, 
on carpets, the guests were doing full justice to 
heaped trays set on low stools before them. 
Uncle Gorah had recovered from his hiccouglis, 
had filled m the time by taking a nap, and now 
was enjoying himself immensely. Thcwe was 
the hum of talk, punctuated now and again by 
loud laughter or stilled for a time to listcai to a 
song. One pretty young Nautch girl n'aju'd a 
rich reward for her song “Forgive.” It was an 
old favourite and one which Raj})uts lovin 

Grant me a draught of honev from thv lips. 

Or, if forgive thou cannot, gfant me death. 

Pierced by the arrow's of thine ey('s and yet 

Enchained within thine arms tillHfeexpirt's. 

Thou art my only jewel, the single pearl. 

Found in the ocean of my mortal birtli: 

I can no longer bear to see thiin* eyes. 

By nature blue, by wrath turn’d lotus-red. 
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Thy silence kills me. Speak! Speak in that 
voice L 

through as music’s sweetest 

^ as death 
Without the, promise of thy pa rd'ning smile 

“ Them’s the sort of sentiimmts 1 like to 

ht 

as that, you ve_ never got to worry again that 
comeT”^H^ someone else round the 

fingers as^LwoTt. 

+ tioiirs later tlie Master of Ceremonies 

fhe hft „T K “'■‘"h't ■■‘■linf. watS 

the last of the_ revellers disai)pear through the 

ThlTI^ somewhat unst(*adv wav home 

Then he dismissed the sh>epv s(u-vants Td 
ordered the Tripolia to bo ol„.U|. 


n 

p"f *' ■ "'fia 

led to Padmims bed-room. Arrived at 
In + 1 . f stood for a time drinkine 

"cenllit "It' 

in the wesf y®^^ow moon sinking 

sional shuSg rfSetdafnitT^S^, 

unnaturally loud. 
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He was in no hurry; in fact he could not 
make up his mind whether he should awaken 
Pad mini or not. For her, too, the day must 
have been a long and tiring one, and she was 
probably in need of an undisturl)cd sIccjl 
Dawn would soon be coming. He sat hims('lf 
down on a stone seat and rested his arms on 
the balcony wall. 

He looked across to the moon and uj) to 
the stars: this time between night and day 
always held for him a beautiful but eerie 
qualit}/ of its own. It was an old habit of his, 
whenever circumstances pennitted, to be awake 
and under the open sky during this last watch 
before daybreak. He found that in these 
hours there was a softness of nature abroad 
which had healing in its touch, and could give, 
as no other time of day or night, a clear per- 
spective to problems of the mind. 

Sitting there, his kammerband and collar 
loosened, he realized that it was not so much 
physical fatigue from which he was suffering, 
as from a longing for mental peace. For years 
past now he had been dashing about, hither 
and thither, from one campaign, expedition or 
state mission to another. It was irony for one 
of his nature that he had been forced to see 
many lives without being able to live an 
uninterrupted one of his own. Even after 
Padmini’s coming, barely two years ago, he had 
only been able to filch a few odd months to 
spend with her. He felt that he was being 
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forced to sail past life without being given 
sufficient chance to stop and fondle it. * 

He heard a slight movement behind him 
and looked round. The light was spilling out 
from Padmini’s door. .She stood there, lovely 
as dawn itself, her arms raised and holding the 
ddges of the , parted curtains, her straight, 
glorious young body silhouetted through "the 
flimsy folds of her night-dress. He w^nit over 
and took her in his arms. 


“Not been sleeping, darling ?’' he asked 
tenderly. 

“Yes, a little, I think, but I wanted to 
keep awake till you came.” 

_ “I’d hoped you v'ere fast aslec}): actually 
I was sitting here because I didn’t like the idea 
of disturbing you.” 

“Silly: why there’s always lots of time tc 
sleep when you’re away and it helps to .shorten 
the time till you return. When you arc here, 
1 never want to lose a minute of consciousne.ss.’‘ 

+ sweetheart. It must be 

terribly dull for you at times.” 

■+ But now, seeing we are 

fra%“we to' 

on hiZho'uider." ■ ” her head 
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That’s heaven.” She drew his 
lips down to hers and kissed them passionately. 

"You know,” he told her some minutes 
later, “there does seem something wrong with 
a world in which two persons,, loving as we do, 
have so often to be apart.” 

“It’s the price one has to pay for kingship, 
I suppose,” answered Padmini sadly. “\’onr 
father is getting old and relies so much on you 
these days.” 

“I know he does, and I want to hclj) him 

all I can. Yet. ” he paused awhile and then 

continued: "yet I doubt if he will ever see 
things as I do.” 

“ How do you mean exactly ? ’’ 

“Well, for one thing. I’m convinced all 
these efforts to form a pan-Raj put confederation 
against the Muslims are useless.” 

"Why?” 

“The different Rajput clans will m^vta- 
combine for any -length of time: there ar(‘ far 
too many jealousies among them. My r<;ading 
of their past history tells me that it is tar 
better to lie low and avoid giving the Muslims 
an incentive to attack us.” 

“But they’ve attacked us in the past.” 

“Yes, and what did they get out of it ^ - 
some pretty hard knocks and just a handful of 
Ba]ra corn in return for much exj,)enditure of 
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men and money.” He was silent for -i +im 
then went on : " Don’t you see, lh..^e e ml al 

Xhey'Le'il^t Jikelv"f',';‘ 1 "utv''' ullllunf* 
hicentiv™’''" '■'•'y S 

"Such as?” 

shnet'?"?''"? • I,’™'''’''"' f>'<leratio„s. InnvevB 
short-I,v«l. winch niiRht think of thei 

porsuatle them to yom 

real rde m life: nothing else count.^” 

"Not even their wives ? ” 

are hlSr&mu'n.dS’'”’ 

to be enjoyed with their wine ,lV, 

produce more recruits for their nrini'e.s." ‘ 

“But you don’t feel like that, helov«l?” 

"You know I don’t.” 

"cueptottSitfooXr™^ 

: Ohf'Siie Bfted her he.a 

just glorious ? ” * t file colourings 
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Rattan Singh looked and saw all the east 
in purple and red, gorgeous, flaming. 

And now we simply must go and have 
some sleep,” he told her and led her into the 
room. 

3|e He 


It was nearly noon when they woke. Jaysn 
had brought along clothes for his master and 
was patiently waiting in another room. 

_ ' ‘ Are all the guests up yet ? ” asked Rat tan 

Singh of the old man. 


Most of them. 13ut they’ll not be leaving 
for some hours yet, so there’s lots of time for 
you to dress and have some breakfast. I’ve 
ordered your tray to be brought here.” 

“What would I do without you, Taysu?” 
asked Rattan Singh smiling. ' ' 

,, fairly well. I’m thinking,” replied 

the old man with a chuckle. 


i: 1 bathed, clothed and 

ed, Rattan Singh again entered Padmini’s 
apartments. 


the guests on their 
way he told her. " HI send along a palanquin 

to take you home. Mind youre not late/’ 

He kissed her and left. 

He found most of the guests mounted 

and ready to be off. "We’ll all bo back (or tire 
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Dassera Festival,” they told him. ‘‘Till then- 
Au revoir.” 


“ Au revoir and a safe journey to you all." 

He noticed Badul, the ten-year-old son of 
Uncle Gorah standing near and watching the 
departing host. 


“Hullo Badul, how’s your. father to-day?" 

“ Like a bear with a sore head. Mum sent 
me to wake him up and be threw a boot at me.” 

Rattan Singh lauglied ; he could picture 
the scene. " Pretty tactless of you and Aunt 
Jodhi. You d have done well to let him alone " 
He turned to go and then stoi)ped. 

_ ^ ™ going to see Padmini now, would you 

like to come, too ? ” 


Rather. She and 1 always played to- 
gether till you went and married her. Now I 
hardly ever see her.” 

But why not see her whenever you want' 
I ve no objection.” 


up at Rattan Singh, then added a little shvly: 

A -^wino of a eunuch 

that guards the *Deorhi gate that 1 have vour 
permission ? ” ^ i ii^ve your 


Kattan Singh chuckled, ue naci a great 
contemjDt for the old custom, which retjuirod 

set «ates« 
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these unmanned humans to guard tln^ /.tmanas, 
but did not wish to trample on tin; hrclings of 
his people by doing away with them. 

“So you’ve been trying to get into my 
zenana, have you, young fellow?” 

“ Yes I miss Padmini so much.” 

“I see. And you’re another of tho.se lads 
who has fallen victim to her beauty?” 

“Of course. Don’t you know that the 
name Padmini in our language means the world’s 
sweetheart?” 


“Good gi-acious!” said Rattan in mock 
seriQusne.ss. “I think I’d better increa.se tin* 
guard.” Then, seeing the look of consternation 
on Badul’s face, he added: “Ihit dem’t worry. 
I’ll tell them to let you in. Now come along.” 

They found Padmini among her sewinc 
maids. ' ® 


“Hullo Badul,” she .said smilingly. “1 
thought you had deserted me entirely.’’ Slu' 
put an arm through his and noticed that he 
winced. “What’s the matter?” 


“Oh: only a bit of a scratch,” he told her. 
But It s still tender.” 


Padmini pulled up his sleeve and reveak'd 
^ JQ'gged and unclean wound on his upper ar*'- 

^ "Now how did you get that?” 
demanded. 
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Badul looked somewhat sluatj.ish hnf 
a little hesitation admitted; “1 had'-i l,'.,, ! 
that beast of a cniiiiK:h vonVJ^ 

.and wouldn’t let me in.” ^ 

"Yes, and?” 

" Well, he gave me a good hiding.” 

tl out laimhine "i 

hought,” said he, -‘there was more h Im t.l 
than you admitted. You’iv m-fl 
your father: never happy unless fight ing.”*'^^ 

demanred^Baduh ' '' 

the sISe dd storyf’ "Always 

bandagS^ir Sescntlv dn'ssed and 

herhutban^wX’ f'" 

„ ‘ina, we can be alone together for a 
about,”®'’ ^ lot to talk to you 

close to Rattan slngh^”^ settled herself down 

"I hopI®I V™ not d® 

please Your Highness.” ‘'^oything to dis- 
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He drew her closer to him and kissed her : 
"Stop joking and listen.” 

"I’m all ears.” 

"You’ve often told me about your home in 
Ceylon and how the waves washed against tlic 
walls and sang you to sleej).” He i)ausod. 

"Yes, that plosh-plash is the only thing I 
miss here.” 

"I thought so, and I’ve a little suri)rise for 
you.” 

She looked up at him, her eyes wide. 

He continued: "I’ve built you a little 
marble palace in the middle of one of tin; lakes. 
Of course the waves aren’t very big, but still, 
when there’s a breeze, one can hear the ‘plosh- 
pla.sh’ as you call it.” 

“Oh, sweetheart, how perfectly lovely of 
you to think of such a thing .Where is it ?” 

"Not very far; just along the road leading 
to the *Chaugan. I’m going to tak(; you this 
afternoon. We can spend a few lo\(*iv davs 
together there as I haven’t mucli work at 
present, for a change.” 

"How perfectly gorgeous.” Ih-r fan' was 
radiant. 


llic iFiclti of IVlitrs* tliJE iitctiiu wliisrts tiHt I , iU»' 

held. 
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, ..The palace which Rattan Sint^h had Iw. 
building was, in reality, (piit,; a 5 

substantial affair. It stood on the north 2 
of and extended the length of tin. artifiS 
lake, to which later generations have gi\-en th 
_na™ -Padmini TaLu.,' Batwa-,. Ih.?',:',": 


be httlo marble palace.’ .spokei 


the water. The iuue marnie palace.’ snokoii 
buih ‘T Jirchitecture 

Tt in the lak(‘ isle-wLsp 

It could only be reached bv boat vi't stonri 
baiely a stone-throw from the st(^i ),s. 1 { c< .n^jstod 

courtyard with domed bulcoiues iuttine out 

domed ceiling. Prom the lirst room stems M 

to a second storey and alxivp V- * 

was a flat roof. 

true but stands, renovuh'd it is 

tribut.!^ tn originally planned, mute 

ZZZofZiSit 

SwSSs i'T ”r,?" ™™’ “i-stains and 
tey slept on thrflaTroof ‘"'k 

of her n!an“he ™k^^hefter1o"^^ T' 

Woman in tt.o ij u , to any other 

perfect happiness and contenr" granted such 

Singh next da^y.^ ^ ^ disked Rattan 
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"Of course. Whom do you want to ask ?’’ 

"Oh, only Aunt Jodhi. She’s such good fun.’ 

Aunt Jodhi, who was the wife of Uncle 
Gorah and the mother of Badul, duly arrived 
next afternoon. She, too, admired the lake 
palace and said she felt quite at home again now 
she was on an island. She did not belong to 
Ceylon, but had' spent many years there with 
her husband. 

" How’s Badul’s arm?’’ asked Padmini. 

Aunt Jodhi knew nothing about it and was 
told the story. " He’s going to turn out just as 
much of a handful as his father," she sighed. 
" Rattan, can’t you get any fighting for Gorah 
to do ?’’ 

" I’m afraid not, at present. Aunt— the war 
market for the moment has slumped badly." 

"But, good heavens. Aunt,’’ said Padmini 
astonished, "What on earth do you want war 
for?’’ 

"To keep Gorah out of mischief. If he 
doesn’t get his regular fighting, he gets as must 
as an elephant.’’ 

Rattan Singh and Padmini rocked with 
laughter at this intimate disclosure. 

"Nothing to laugh about, my dc'ars, I 
assure you. Your Uncle is tiu; bi'st (T good 
husbands as a rule, but when he’s bored with 
no one to kill, he gives me the hell of a time." 
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She paused perhaps for synntathv ami 
continued: “Well, if you won’t start a war S 
film, 1 11 have to send for one of tli()S(' prettv 
little baggages from the *Cluikla -what thosV 
Muslims call 'Courtesans of tlie Kealin’. ” 

Padmini looked at her aunt aghast “Do 
you mean to say,” she asked t,s if unal.lc to 
believe htn- ears, "that you would calmly l,eln 
your husband to be unfaithful to \'ou You 
simply can’t love him.” 

Rubbish, my dear child. Of course 1 love 
him : dearly. And I'm (luite satisik-d iu- loves 
me ]ust as much. But wluui you’re nu' age 

S+i genuim^ lo\-<' ami marital 

faithfulness have little to do with ttach other 
at any rate where soldiers are concerned. It’s 
ai well-known fact that perils demand to he paid 
with pleasures, and when soldiers come, hack 

women and wine 
as ducks to water. After a bit of a n^st vour 

unnateSlv pva-|l„w, a.uf 

unnaturally he gets bored with one hed inatc 

]ust as he would if he had always to tiussk: with 

one and the same foe.” ’ ' 

\^'ell, I think it’s perhu'tlv drt'adfnl " 

tempYtton, S. 
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“You won’t have to, I expect. Your 
Rattan is rather different from most oth(U' 
Rajputs. And you may be grateful f<m that.” 

, “lam.” 

Talking it over again with Rattan Singh 
after her aunt had left, Padmini said: “Darling, 
are all Rajputs like Uncle Gorali?” 

“Most of them I’m afraid. Anyhow les 
filles de joie down the road are kc[it ])retty 
bus}^” 

“Tell me something about them.” 

“ Well, the establLshments they live in are 
not solely places for vice. One can go there 
and come away quite unscathed; that’s if one 
wishes to. They serve also as clul)S, whert; ;i 
fellow can drop in to enjoy singing and dancing, 
have a drink, smoke a hookah or list<'n to the 
latest gossi]^ of the town. Of course', if one 
wants the other thing, the girls will alwavs 
oblige.” 

“I see But I do feel sorrv for Aimt 

Jodhi.” 

“No need, I think. She .seems [x'rft'ctly 
happy with her philosophy. .And she’s pro- 
bably right in her circumstances.” 

“Anyhow I hoiie Badul turns out a bi'tter 
man.” 

“I'm afraid the signs are not pn 
I think I'd better send be ' 
tigers, and bears, to keep 
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“Yes, do,” agreed his wife “That’s the 
next best thing, perha[)s, since tliey both seem 
unable to live a peaceful life.” 

So father and son were packed off witha 
party of shikaries and half a do/,(ui t‘l(*phants 
to kill tigers and cool their ardour. They return- 
ed about a .month later with a load of skins to 
prove their prowess. Both wen* U-an and dried 
of skin for the weather had bet'ii unusually hot 
even for a Rajputana sununer. \'oung Baclul 
had been blooded in the chasi* and his father 
was full of praises for his pluck, “'riuryoung 
devil finished off one large hog with his dagger,” 
he announced proudly. 


m 


ipAWUL Samar Singh and his heir wcm* sit-’ 
JlA. ting together in the Sun Ikdconv (the 
Suraj Gokhra) of the palace. All day the sky 
had been overcast, so, as always on such days 
and fulfilling an ancient custom^ the Sun of the 
Hindus was showing his countenance to his 
people that they might feel the sun still shone. 
Both were in the mood for talking. 


cam- 


_ “ My son, are the prci)aration.s for the 

paignmg season well advanced?” iiKiuirerl the 
Rawul. 


, , Father, I think everything is as you 
would wish It to be. I’ve had to replace a 
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few of the elephants and horses on account of 
age or disablement in recent fights.” 

“Good. As you know this is a matter to 
which in the past I have always gi\’en my 
personal attention. But now, like those 
elephants and horses, I have grown old, and 
so perforce must resign this duty to you.” 

“Don’t worry, Father, I’m only too glad to 
do anything I can to relieve you of .some of }'our 
burdens. Yet ” he stopped abnijitly. " 

His father cast him a loolc of in<iuiry. 
“Continue,” he invited. 

It’s something I’ve wanted to talk to you 
about for a long time. It’s like this. While I 
quite agree that we must always be ready to 
defend our heritage, are these yearly campaigns 
of aggression really necessary or even right ?” 

The Rawul moved his jxisitiou to fa<'(' his 
son more fully. 

“Strange words for a Rajput! Rxiilaia 
yourself more fully, my son.” 

Rattan Singh spoke slowly, di'liberateiv. 
He was trying to put into the inosl con\’incing 
form all those thoughts, which of late* ha<l beeii 
thrusting themselves .so incessantlv into his 
hours of quiet thinking. 

“I feel,” he began at length, “that king- 
ship is a trust, a sort of stewardship for tlie 
welfare of those over whom it i.s exercised. 
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This is not a new idea, I know f-jnt ih^ ■ 
is; do you, my Father, af^n-e?’* ^ ^ 

“Yes, so far at least. Continue.’' 
strenY^Cf"'’''’ "‘•■"ks t„ tl, 

sirengin ot your ann Iiavt' . , 

many years.' Yet ' /\'‘i -st'enre f® 

the Rawnl’s eves fi\'od'int(‘nt 

what of their weJfam p re f i'"” I"'"- 

best intere.sts .served hv these v ‘"f 

<ong>K not for ^ -'-“I™ 

or the mere love of lighting ?” ' ^ 

1 be Rawul cleared his throat In n; . 
was no hostility, but for i i-.f ^ 

We, it made Rattan Sin<.h Rel t W r "! t 
fathor wore MranRors to Sl'l, oil!, . 


“‘■oeounut has 


r lun uKo to th ni 

S*S!C l’a<ln.inS 

his son^witho™ he"t' ''a’W 

my marriage W>ra<W my 

hishS 

read% con?"l that/™”® ’''Nb"w.“i 

“Well, then ?” 

to we/° «>«anutfdgn«ies umo^g Hindu* nn ugreemeoi 
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power, which dies only when he dies. And 
power gained but left to rust is ns dosing with- 
out vitality — the butt of all men’s scorn.” 

“But need power be used only for 
destruction? To me it seems a gift l)y which 
man is enabled rather to build U(), to beautify, 
to make happy and prosperous those; arouiid 
him: even as a means to put down the (mrse; of 
war.” 


For a space both were silent. I'heii the 
Rawul, in a strangely silent voice, .said: “ \'()u 
half persuade me, dear boy. Can you suggest 
any means to attain this end ?” 

“Refuse to have anything to do witli the 
Rajput Confederacy and make peaice with the 
Sultan. Not a peace which would reeogni/e him 
as master: that would be black disgrace. But 
an understanding which says: leave me aUuie 
and I will leave you alone- a pact of mutual 
non-aggres.sion, one might call it.” 

“And should the Sultan agree, but attack 
other Rajput States?” 

“Were it wilful aggression on his part, 
we .should still go to their aid. But if it were 
aggression amswering aggression, then w<‘ slu )uld. 
after giving fair warning, .stand asidtg for, if w(‘ 
can get peace, so can they.” 

“The idea is .so novel to m<% I must have 
time to think it over. Come ami discus.s it 
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again in a few clays’ time.” And tl.p p. 
rose and went into liis room. ^ 

Rattan Singh watrlu'd him -nid tK 
went in search of Padmini. ] h* ^v:uu,T n 

father la^iav.vn him and I 

within the fort, would 

He found her in one of th(‘ lif (L> i ..i 
built out over the water ' In l i 

riplets svb^ng 

»m .agree rVo®"hu“b''r 'A"! 

hearing all he had to tell. ’ ’ 

and you can imagine how nr P 
idea o^f ^having\o' 

with-what were the word he Sp‘ 

a must elephant wnniA i / oh, yes- 

led merrily at the recollVc-Sn 

“I hate the'Mus1fmrfi.qt'as"d7i^ j'iattan Singh, 
else does, and I’ll filuh fn ^ ‘iveryone 
need there must be death if 

fighting’s sake seem.s’ perfectlvl ‘ m 

War IS a sort of eclipse whd horrible to me, 
eclipse, which descends ujion 
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the land from time to time to darken it. When 
the darkness lifts, I revel in the sunshine, the 
beauties around us, the song of birds. They 
they prefer, it seems to me, to live in the 
twilight all the time.” 

‘‘Old Jaysu calls you the poet- warrior. 
Don’t you know that? Aiid I believe he is 
right.” 

‘‘ Your Uncle will probably call me a Ban- 
nia’s bastard, when Father tells him ni}' plans,” 
he smiled. 

‘‘ He’d better not,” said his wife vehemently. 

Contrarj^ to their expectations, the Rawiil 
kept the matter strictly to himself. A few days 
later he reopened the discussion. 

‘‘I don’t know if it’s due to tolei'ance 
begotten of experience or merely from a desire 
for comfort due to old age,” he b(\gan whimsi- 
cally, “but I’ve got to admit that the nior<‘ I 
think about your ideas, the more I like llnau,” 

‘‘Thanks, Father.” 

‘‘Perhaps the best way to test them will 
be to send an envoy to the vSultan to find out 
how he regards them.” 

‘‘Splendid! Whom will you send ?” 

“Useless to send a Rajput on 
mission: perhaps Balji will l)e the be 
to go.” 
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Rattan Sing u.kM,.,!. Ur put, riairwi 
good opinion dI tiiN uiini-trr''. .il.ilifv 
Magal by caMn hut did nn< h! 

gntyhigh. VolluM’ulddllutd. nf nun r 

ablee..v„y. lialjhva. ,, h S 

rained c«.rl„.r, and l„ i„. i,,!" 

to grasj) the issues ut stake. 1 {,. i . 1 1 ’' 

nowstaudu.f,e,of„,v tl,,. Suliai, Mainu 

Fat, oily and ohse<iui(»u.s : nof .m jj,. , :J:. ,• 

intrigue and [x.litien iver'i re • le 7 "'''J- ! 

SJ;;::!. ‘ v;rs!''' / 
SSi'isi-'!'''- 

of purpose he could trusr'i" Ht’tT 

Magals, he told „k.I f The& 

(levil, and he recalled ihe' u- *** 

couplet concerning {hem : 

has beet 

a bastard!^^''’ . mother gave birth k 

to be iXustef "tr^llinr^ 

reluctance to go but m^\’ •? ''^“*"‘‘’<1 w 

would require to be will I i- 

and fiml if hVLre to \T " 
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well acquianted with a slave of the name of 
Kafur, whom he understood now to be in h%h 
favour with the Sultan. He expressed himself 
ready to start whenever he was required to do 
so. It was made clear to him that the matter 
was to be kept a secret at least till the Sultan’s 
reply was known. 

A few days later, giving out that he was 
going to attend a wedding in Alwar, he 
departed. 

Rattan Singh realized that it might be 
weeks before Balji returned and he found it 
hard to restrain his impatience. He was glad 
when the Dassera approached and he could 
forget all else in the heavy duties of preparing 
for that festival. 

The countryside was looking its best. 
Viewed from the fort the flat lands around 
seemed to be wearing a coat of many greens. 
Here and there they were studded by sheets of 
water reflecting the turquoise blue of the skies 
mirrored in them. From among the grasses 
and boulders on the hillsides partridges were 
calling, and in the flawless blue above hawks 
wheeled ceaselessly. Just for a short time the 
omnipresent .sands were hidden beneath a riot 
of young crops or natural verdure. And in the 
evening of these days, his duties over, Rattan 
would sit with Padmini, sometimes on the roof 
of her lake-j)alace, sometimes on .some secluded 
bastion of the fort, watching the sun sinking 
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behind the horizon like a red >d(i)»> r i 
cast back into the fnrn-ui ^ 
flashes of flamini cloiS! ’ 

. Once or twice the Kuwul joined llirtn e 
nearly seventy years he had seon /I, m 

blow up in sheets of dust -iimi.-iJ 

the monsoon; had felt tJu- firs 

rams. which brought relief fo <ii ^ the 

summer; had wSdual 

green to gold under an aut.u m '1,',',' v ,‘T 
him autumn had meant , . d 

another 'open' season wl.L i m-“ 

commence. And now b. Vi h;>tbn,t> would 

own days’ with a nmv aiiluinn of his 

mind for tlm ^ 

that there might he 

the one to whfch he and l is 

such obstinacy, hi his j',. ‘'^”ug with 

himself capable of 

days w'J^SatTsfaor '"miv 

turning togreeii rii ‘muu'e twilight was 

Ram fol |arag“ ™«“!g'>fr..n.ai;;ee,l 

horsemen approaching." imri}' of 

of thf^rieraefts 

westwards. Hesawclouds i out 

watched the party cross the ri\’ ""'i ’ I'l'esently 

«ndge. 
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Talehti, they dismounted and stopped to drink 
of the cool waters dropping sheer dovvn the clilT, 
the overflow from the Gomukh, the Cow-mouth 
reservoir, situated high above and within the 
fort. 

A little later he could see them begin the 
ascent, and guessed them to be Rana Lakshman, 
his sons and followers. He saw them ])ass 
through the outer gates, the Bheron Pol and 
Hanuman Pol, then missed thern at the bend. 
Presently they came in sight again, and passed 
the Ganesh Pol. He went down to meet them 
at the main gate. 

“Welcome, my cousins,” he said, embra- 
cing the Rana. “I hope the ride has not been 
too fatiguing.” 

“ We all feel a bit stiff after months of 
inactivity,” the Rana told him. “ But we’re 
always glad to be here for Dassera.” 

Grooms took their sweating horses, lo()S<‘n - 
ed their girths. Rattan Singh led the way to 
the Palace. 

Late into the night and from dawn ne.xt 
day till dusk, he was at the gate; welcoming 
clansmen as they arrived, dusty and hot. 

On the first of the nine days }>rcc(‘ding the 
Dassera, the tenth and great day of the Hindu 
month of Asoj, after fasting, ablution and pray- 
er on the part of the Rawul and all his guest 
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the great two-edged khanda of Bai)a 
was brought forth from the armoury 
receiving the homage of the court, it was 
m procession to the temple of Dcxiii an 
handed over to the Raj Jogi, the chie: 
monastic militant adorers of Ileri, the 
battle. These ascetics, fonsaking all 
lusts, kept themselves fighting-iit and 
the shock-troops of the Mevvar army 
famous sword was then placed by the 
on the altar of the temple, to be the ol) 
continuous worship and adoration throi 
the whole nine days. 

At three o’clock in the afternoon tin 
drums boomed out from an upper vera: 

aSer^hT ''‘I 

buffsln thp p sacrifu 

buflalo the Rawul and liis cavalcade prot 

liver% T"’'’ ““Si, to oiler Two' S; 

™rdo7L^a”RTub 

Sow fS'a 'anrs 

upon thSwS clal ^ Amba^Mata? 

sal mother, delights in tS m 

and goats, whillnarsid Mat^^^^^^^^^ 

for rams rather than goSs ^ 
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On the fourth day custom required the 
Rawul himself to be the sacrificer. Seated on 
a throne borne upon the shoulders of retainers 
and surrounded by his vassals, he approached 
a buffalo tethered near the temple. In the days 
of his strength the Rawul had never failed to 
bury his arrow feather-deep in the victim’s flank. 
But on this occasion it scarcely penetrated 
beyond the steel point and drew from him the 
exclamation: “I draw not the bow as in the 
days of yore.” It was Rattan Singh who stepped 
forward and gave the coup-de-grace to the 
terrified beast. 

The morning of the fifth day witnessed an 
elephant fight at the Chaugan -- the field of Mars. 
Uncle Gorah had been feeding up one big tusker 
and now challenged the Rawifl’s own elephant, 
Genda. It was a gory fight. 

The two huge beasts were brought up to 
face each other over a thick stone wall. For a 
time it was a duel of trunks, but, as Genda’s 
temper rose, the wall gave way and the battle 
ended in Genda chasing his opponent ignomini- 
ously out of the ring. 

‘‘Hell,” said Uncle Gorah eyeing “his 
champion with ‘disgust. ‘‘All the good food I 
put into that miserable brute only .seems to have 
benefitted his legs! Take him away.” 

In the afternoon more .sacrifices and, amid 
the weher of bloodshed, the chief priest of the 
Jains, a .sect who hold all life sacred, came for- 
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ward to beg the life of .sonit* oi tin? \’i('tinis still 
awaitmg death His rcqaesl was granled; , 
it had been at each Dassera siiu'c tinw 
immemonal. 

. On the sixth, seventh and eighth days more 
visits to more temples, more imuH^ssitm.s i 
sacrifices. On the seventh tlu‘ a.se<-ti<-s we 
feasted on rice and sweetmeats. W'atidiin 
them gorge till their bellies bule.id, Katta 
Singh marvelled how such gluttony could hi 
reconciled with the abstemiousness to which 
these men were pledged. ” 

sion^\lI?^"* niorning there was no proces- 
Sion, lie horses from the ru\-al stables and' 
those of all the clansmen were taken to the lake 
constructed by the ancient Parmar founder oS 
the foitand known as thef hitrang Mori’s tank. 
At the water side they were batlu^l hv th(‘ir 

““j a plume on oudi liead, lod 

Horse, 

havine tSL^^nif drums 

formed to brinjr procession was 

Ees camekfn T! Elephants, 

a company of and a ‘nishan’, 

baSXewnr ^ ^'Hnison 

oaniier ol Mewar, and the emblem of the royal 
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house, a sun of gold on a sable field — all were 
there. 

When the arrival . of the sword in the 
palace courtyard was announced to the Rawul, 
he descended to receive it from the hands of 
the Raj Jogi. In the evening he presented the 
Raj Jogi with a robe of honour, filled the bowl 
of those priests, who had performed the nine 
days’ austerities, with gold and silver coins, 
and once again feasted the Jogis. Thereafter 
all the Rajput brethren dined as one big family. 
It was only at a very late hour that the party 
broke up. 

The morning of Dassera, the tenth day of 
Asoj broke fine. This is the day commemorative 
of the departure of the deified Rama with his 
forces to rescue his wife, Seeta, held prisoner in 
Ceylon. Consequently it is deemed by all 
Rajputs as a fortunate day for warlike enter- 
prises. The chief ceremony was the releasing of 
a blue-jay, the bird sacred to Rama. This was 
performed on the Chaugan in the presence of 
the whole garrison. Thereafter the royal party 
returned to the palace, amid the noise of fire- 
works and rockets and the banging of many 
drums, to prepare for the morrow," the great 
day of rejoicing which would bring this annual 
festival to an end. 

In the evening Rattan Singh slipped away 
to spend a short time with Padmini : 

"You must be worn out, darling, after all 
these days of rush,” she told him, removing his 
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aSeS”’'‘« “«■■■ -y« 

lenvP ^ ’* i^'uest 



it’* 

mtle^*'cLmI,.t"? ‘"■■•' '‘'■I'-, talking 

glorious S; “ 

plume^^ Deftlv retuniccl with the 

made him try It on ^‘"v " 

she told himImXsed turn 

you pass in procession to-morrow \!! V T 

at my window, m be ther wi ’ 
mu.” ^ ^'^hh eyes only ior 

well have a^^^^ f^onc, sweetheart, 

just to ourseiveri" ^ 
promised her as he left 


Another day. 
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The deep resonant notes of the great drums 
above, and the shorter, sharjmr notes of the 
kettle-drums below ; the neighing of horses, the 
blare of trumpets ; shouting of orders ; tlu; 
jingling of harness — the procession, bound for 
the Chaugan, was getting under way. 

The Rawul, wearing the finest of his jewels, 
sat in a gold howdah upon (lenda’s back. 
Around him was a throng of sjxiarmen and 
armed retainers. Next came Rattan Singh on 
another elephant, dressed in a bright brocade 
and with Padmini’s scarlet plume waving alxu'e 
his pagri. Then all the leading nobles, mouutt'd 
on horses, gaily attired, heading a great mass of 
Rajputs whose lances with their ]xmnons and 
shining accoutrements made a bra ve show under 
the morning sun. 

The streets through which they passed 
were decked with flowers and branches of trc'cs. 
From upper windows hung rich carj>ets, shawls 
and costly materials to do honour to their ruler, 
Now and again, where space ])ermitt(‘(l it, a 
Rajput cavalier would break away from the 
ranks to ‘witch the world with noble liorseman- 
ship’. Or as the band struck up anolluT turn*, 
the led-horses, jingling with bells, would lift 
their fore-quarters in lively imitation of barbaric- 
dance. 

Arrived at the Chaugan all dismounted and 
a Darbar was held. Seated on a low dais with 
canopy above, the Rawul received the ‘nazars’ 
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I'Jansmcn. 'riu.y ii|(.(i „ 
him 1,1 seemingly endless an-av, to ho , 1 
ofter on their slnekls tdie gift of roins nrls * 
for each according to his stains, lleamv 5 
the Bards raise the ‘son**' of or™ 

the glories of the past, andlh ' t':u;ifh’gi: i 

horsZ^'o^'^'l was tlie naming of tho« 

horses purchased since the last Dassr,- a 

of w hast by their grooms the MasteS 

Hor^ annoiinced the nani(-s Bai k’-n mv-d 

steed; Hynior, chief of horses- f 

Bujra, the thunderbolt and uVenU- imlre^*' 

asSSs£S“s-“ 

sovereign’s favour ; daggei-s s vordl sf i J ! 
many other tokens of' est^ 

hoW0VOr InwTtr 4*1^ HI, 1 <>r t \ (‘I 

»aedwit,agVa„T;:-;';'™:j>S^ 


IV 


he tcicfS brea?Me“ty‘'''’ ®“““ 
iplendarifeUsMe^etotlr- Perf^tly 
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. , , 1 „ ri'iwml'i'ViilS ' 

rfto w ncthins ot 11, C ,.1,.,>. 

both your father and ^ ^ .-„„ia ..ulv 

" Depends on ll"' h'adtis. ^ 

«i„ a few of them over loom »d. . 

..let's trv. I'll hecin with I mle, >1, 

send for him norv and leave h.mot,- ^ _ 

Rattan Smg wi-nt <>11 - 

arany nonsense like that. ho}H • 

e “No nothing so silly.” she a-Mue.l hnu 
and added; ‘‘Now sit down, ! want to 

j f 

^ , ,, U"hted hookah, 

“Right, get me a mu‘i\ n,no«_.. 

and I'm yours for as loUK as you hke. 

The hookah was in-odueed, and ah took 

a long pnlHo hist It. 

“Yes. that’s somet^mg liken good Muokv. 
Now proceed, swi'ct child. 

BricOy, hnt missing mt essential di-ta> . 
Padmini told her story. 

■■And now. Unde." she 
possible some ot the elan may 
iye with us, and wc want you oil our suU . 
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'■'>'>--h.mti,«,.’ 

bad,,.. 

was silent. 

"Or at f) 

?'P“' .VOI, WOB* 

much," he grunted "r 

’ J>roniise that 

kiss yo^ you Uncle, 

“Nn to 

hurriedly/-.^ ‘Jon 't," he said t,- 
?y’^nd(Jna .ir^* pretty face awaj 

f od knows^wf, f ?y- Jf r W ^ been 

he left her'^iuf^^^r me. tlien 
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Padmini sat down. Slit* felt triiimplianf 
but exhausted. “'I'hat’s the hardest uni 
cracked,” she comforted herself. “Poor old 
Uncle, we must make it up to liim in ('\'erv \v:iy 
we can. But I do hope he won’t go eoinjilctelx- 
must -that would lie too ierrihle for .Viuit 
Jodhi.” 

Down below Gorah ran inlo Badul. 'riu- 
look on his parent’s usually jo\ ial fare caused 
his son to inquire if anything was wrong. 

“Anything wrong anvihing wnuig r- 

By Ramji, I should say tht're is. ' Padmiiu 
and Rattan seem to ha\'e gone quite mad.” 

“What are they doing ?” 

“Better go and ask Padmini herself. But 
look out or she may cover you with ashes, gi\ i- 
you a bowl and turn you into a sadhu.” 

Badul was entirely rnysfified, hut jndhal 
himself together, as he aqiproached the /.enana 
entrance, sufficiently to |>ut his nose in the air 
and swagger jiast Ids old enmny the eunuch. 

“Fat son of a Idtch!” he shouti'il hack 
when he felt he was sufficiently far to lx; out of 
reach of that dignitary’s toe,' and disappeared 
round the corner. 

^ Padmini wa.s not surjirised to see him ; slie 
elt pretty sure he would come. She had also 
heard his impolite remark to the eumu'h. 

“Look here,” she told him siwerely, “I like 
jeemg you, but I don’t tolerate hehax-iour like 
that to my servants.” 
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1 1 I won’t sav it i j t 

help thinking- it, can I ?” * 

Padmini smiled. "I sumuwo .i i 
hemg what you are.” She s T ’ 
asked: "Now what 1 ^ 00 ^ ''P'“ 

morning?” ^on here this 

says you aud Uattan have ladI,Ko» 

did^h” 

did he give for this statement ?"'"" “ 

None. He said I’d better 'iQi- tr 
»r>- , a. ’ a.sjv you 

Right. Now listen ” Ann ^ i 

tte same ground with him as .she hart™!;,:’ | 

ejpresfon renSd’’te“tw^ 

did ,hi°k youtouldife on yo,m‘’s',’rte''."''''''- 

You know.” Jip 'icciT.. 1 1 

Pd ^vlm give 

round hiSVncfhJg^ecrS ^ 

“t- II just go mad 



CHILDREN OF THE SUN 


07 


with nothing to do and })lay ludl down there in 
the brothels." 

‘‘Badul, I’m shocked at you. A boy of s'oiir 
age ought not even to know that such 
exist.” 

Badul winked solemnly. 

5f< Sft »}« 

Later when Rattan Singh <'ame l»aek, 
Padmini told him of her successes. 

"Good for you,” he .said. " Imlher has 
called a clan meeting, so the more wi* win o\*er 
to our side befoni it takes ])lace, the better. 

"When is it to be ?” 

“Next week.” 

"Well, anyway, let’s forget it for a l>it. 
I’ve got a sur])risc for you.” 

She clapped her hands and a famous singer, 
Catalani, entered together with a /.ither player 
whose skill was known throughout Kajputana. 

"Now, Sadoola,” .she told the instnum'ut- 
alist. " You let the Prince Inuir that lovidy 'tan' 
you played for me yesterday. You know the 
one: it goes like this,” and .slie hummed the tir.st 
few bars of an Indian symphony. 

The veteran musician arranged himself on 
i carpet before them, his legs tucked under him, 
his zither pres.sed against his left shoulder. For 
a time he tuned the strings, tightening one, 

^ pulling another. Then his fingers began to 
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‘lie cares of 11,,. 

Kattan Sin^h {mniiihi]^^ 
from another world'. W-ih ' u-!!! 

contralto voice oT ^tat’rin^.'*' ^ti* ‘' 
chose wa.s called thi' ‘ mI ' j. 

™nyseaso„\;i[e:.';S„;":L“;; -''--.ft 

Kattan Singli fold P'Idm!,)i**''’i’^*^* 

face hJs had fnchl Tl!f,ed'’| 

‘I ■‘'named look latolv.” 
other music. ■'^inKh heard 

bazaar on his wav to hk the 

bis hearing. They came fr^ ^ ”P™ 

a bouse of ill-fame ^ ”ppcr room 

and\ea'S"“«> W,w ’"’iS'' w1.X| 
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My days of vvai' are over, 

My sword i’ve throw'ii away. 

I’ve bouglit a brand new bibU; 

And beads to help me ]>ray ; 

I’m going to be a Sadliu, ' 

Forsake both war and wn'me 

Oh, won’t you come and join mo. 

The life is simply line! 

This was follow(!d by loud langhler and 
then by some screaming as Uncle Gorah, appar- 
ently executing a, charge upon the ladies, gave 
vent to the Rajput war-cry of Hurl Hur! 

“The old rcproliate!” said Rattan Singh 
to the world at large, and went on. 

As lie turned down ‘the road leading to the 
palace, he heard corning from high up on the 
Ram Pol gate the strident blare of the sentry’s 

re\’erb(>rating notes of his 
Hem! Hem.”— “All's Well !” 

“ I hope it is,” he said devoutly. 

Ihe Hall of Audience was tilled to overflow- 
ing; the sficcial call to all clansmen to attend 
md been well answered. On the entry of the 
Kawul, all rose and bowed as he pa.ssed up the 
carpeted aisle to the throne. 

_ "Why have we all been sent for?” asked 
Rana Lakshman of Gorah, who was silting next 
to him. 
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To tell von we’re .--ofii,, * 

rising i.,v n.,, 

spoke slowly but with n ,•! fit 

taxed obviously Ids failing's! ryn!Iu/‘’’''‘‘'’ 

scarcely t'o rerill'f b ^ 

that have passed sine 1 ! 

have led you in m-tm t ^^^at limel 

victory.” hattlcs, arid alwaysfe 

“Waluwah-” fu; r 

"We have beat,! ‘T" “ '"'"rirccl tllroat 

peh time he has tlireateiu.,1 invadt 

kept intact „„ realnv it ^ "'riy : "’cta 
to It. ai inne.s we have added 

weaving of their histok-^1 hide 

the warp of war 'an/’th,”"'' '’‘‘twoeiii 

undue amount of SL <'f . I'l'ace; J 
„rpf?®^h:o endure. In „i,r hibric 

n mmd l approached the Snu ^ T '’‘'•'hz-atioii 

The Rawul stnr T 
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announce to you this day, that lu^ and I, on 
behalf of our respective realms, ha\-e entonal 
into an agreement that, for a spac(' of tem 
years, neither shall commit any hosliU' act 
against the other.” 

"Do you think the Muslim’s word is to be 
trusted?” asked Rana Imkshman. 

“I can only say that 1 ho}KJ it is. If not, 
then we can light him, aye and l)eat him as 
we have dune before. But, assuming lu; does 
honour his pledge, then to establish a ix'riejd of 
full peace, we have only to consider those other 
Rajput States around us. 'I'o them 1 send this 
message: For ten years also our armies will 
not invade nor even menace you. Keej) wdiat 
you have and enjoy it. And during those >-ears, 
when wars are stilied, we shall do for our iH'ople 
the many thing wliicli circumstances so far have 
not permitted us to do. We shall build dams 
to water the fields, open markets tt) sell their 
goods, build roads, develop industries.” 

Fie sat down and Rana Laksliman Singli 
stood m). 

"Bapuji,” he said addressing tlu; Rawul 
direct and the title wdiich n>cogni/.ed him as 
father of his peo]>Ie. "We have hcanl your 
words and know not what to say. We are. a 
race of soldiers with a record of lighting which 
stretches far back into the dawn of time. If 
each one of us now is to hang uj) his lance in 
his hall, convei't his sword into a i>luugh-shure. 
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Suddenly ( '.orali got iij) and walked out into 
the centre, llis lace was red, his jaw was set. 
He glared round as if looking for someone to 
attack, and then la-gan to roar at all. 

“Shamtu on you all,” he cried. “Shame. 
Will you rea\'e it to one, wlio does not (;\-en 
belong to your tribe, («) come to the aid of your 
King? W(dl, for two ytrars now I've fought ‘'side 
by .side with you, and you know the strength of 
my arm. lasarn now the strength of my tongue, 
you blood-thirsty, swashbuckling set of ruflians. 
You’ve got tlu! best and liravest king in India. 
For years he has guided your policy, led the 
way and rdways with success. Now he tells ymi 
that a jieriod of peace is necessary, and Just 
because for a time there may be no loot, ymi 
Banias and sons of Itanias tliat you are at heart, 
start to s(jiu‘al. Hark now* : this pi^ace is neces- 
sary ; your king has .said so, and peace it is going 
to be whetlu'r you like it or not.” He ex])anded 
his chest, ctnighed and concluded: “And if anyone 
here is against peace, let Ijim come outside and 
I’ll hamnuT him till he .screams for it.” 

It began with a titter and rose to a roar of 
laughter as ho returned to his .seat, “(lood 
old (iorah. Told us the jdain truth. Right - 
we’ll all b#good, peace-loving lads like Bapuii 
wants us to be. 'Wah ! 'Wah !” 

Kana Lakslmian Singh raised his hand for 
quiet and ad\ ancing to the throne, bent dow 
and einbrai'ed the knee of his over-lorcl betwee 
his two hands. 



74 


PADMInj 


^ he said “ w.. 

apology. Perhaj)s it u- s d, . as 

ness of your words tinV i, 

pn behalf of all the da‘n r V \ ^ •""'■prise, 

jng loyalty to you and* vour 1? f*' 

l"! a “'radel'iadVrtualijP'^^^^^^^ ««' 'voold 

* * ' 

^ He 

U^HClc ( rAT’sal’i . * 1 

evening when she had heard ih 

pu S',:™' ? 

“a with a few d5:So Pf g'" *'■''■•> to huj 
|one and sold niy^if It u- ^‘‘"«^^ed. "Pve 
^ am, even thoS^V ^jUI fool tint 

Just as l-ice! HH 

W fearUardll^l ^ remarkec’ 

tya ^ o' *'40^”:'^,?^ 

5 lf , 

* * 

*Whereisthr,,, 7 .r.'~'- 

•is tfie merit in suttee if ti, ■ 

^ Victim hj4s been ilmggod? 



CHILDREN OF THE SUN 


7f> 


Days and weeks of planning and organising 
meetings with village headmen, 'passing'of plan's 
for roadways and irrigation schemes, iiuer\-it‘ws 
with bankers— into all this and moix! Rnltan 
Singh threw himself with an energy which 
communicated itself to others around him 
despite the fact that his outlook was incompre- 
hensible to them. In their view the Banias 
the merchant class, were a necessary (nnl but 
deserving of no consid(!ration. They (luoic'd to 
each other many a saying alwnt tlmse people 
whom they loathed and despised ; “Tlie rogm’ 
cheats strangers, the Bania cheats his fthmd's”- 
or: "Never trust the son of a Bania. He will 
keep you pleased and jiretend to be your most 
humble servant : but he’ll jiart yon from all \-<m 
possess’ ; and,_raost sarcastic of all: "A man 
who has a Bania for a friend, has no net-d of an 
enemy.’’ 


As for the tillers of the land, what possible 
good could come out of studying their welfare' ? 
Ihey were a race which bore the brand of 
vengeances on their foreheads. Just as Cain had 
been curst'd by the Almighty, so werc^ the 
cultivators of India by god Rama, as a class 
whom _ no lenity could render honest or 
contented. They recalled the story. 

When, before his deification, Rama k>ft hi' 
earthly kingdom for Ceylon, he instnuded hi 
minister to foster the cultivators, that lie migh 
aeai no complaints on his return. Dett'rmimai 

0 guard against all cause of coiuplaiiit, Ids 
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Sitting togotluT in the shadows of a 
balcony overhanging the lake. Kaltau Singh 
held Padmini in his arms. Never, it seemed to 
him, would he cea.se to marvel at Intw soft a 
woman’s body could Ix' or how intovieating 
the perfume of her breatli. Such happiness 
could not best. In' h'll, it was too rich, toct full. 

“If only this could go on for ever,” lie 
sighed. 

“And wdiy shouldn't it ? 

“Simjily because, 1 supitose, that then 
there w'ould be no need of a future paradis.g'' 
And he held lu'r still ('loser. 

Ihey sat on, unable to tear themselves 
away, S()(!X(]nisite was tin; feeling th.at posses.sed 
them. 'I'lu' incMui shinimering oil the water, the 
stars now brighter in tiie vault alxtve, hen>and 
there little moon-wiisfn’d islands of eloinls, i!h' 
pla.sh of rijaph's on the lake-side, the silence it 
caught at tln'ir hearts and filled their e>'es. 

^ ^ 


Someonti wa.s coming up tin; stairs. 'I'hey 
could lu'ar him groping his way along tin* dark 
pas.sag('s. Pri'.sently Rattan Singh heard his 
name called, lie got up and went to the door. 

“Who is it ?” he asked. 

"Jaysu, my Prince.” 

^ " What bring.s you here at this hour of the 
night?” 
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A little later Ik* arriva'd, l)linkin!; in ilie 
sudden light with his aged and rheumy e>a's. 

“Guruji,” ask(‘d the Rawul. “What did 
Menu, the royal law-givei' of our rare, rduunaiid 
that a king should do whi'U near his end 

"He eonimandixl, Sire, that, in such eir 
cumstane(\s, the king must lu'stow (»n the pric'ts 
all his rielu's aecumulal('d from h‘ga! lines: and. 
having duly committed his kingdom to his sou, 
seek death in battle, <n\ if thei'i* l>e no war. 1>>‘ 
abstaining from food.” 

"I half regret that peace treat)’ with tlie 
Sultan,” the Rawul nmriniired. trying to force 
a smile. "l>ut never mind, there is tfie other 
way.” 

He was silent for a time, trying, it seemed, 
to gather strength. After a few minutes his lijis 
began to mo^■e. but Rattan Singh had to l end 
down to catch the words. 

“Go, my .son, and wake Halji. Ihke his 
accounts and put asidt* all legal lines for distri- 
bution to tin* Ifrahmiiis to-morrow. 'riK nndurn 
and bring those nobh*s who are at i>resent hen- 
on duly.” 

Rattan Singh got Ufi and h‘ft. If wasru'arly 
dawn wh(‘n h<‘ n.-tnrned with Gorah and tho'c 
other Sardars-iu-wailing. 

The Rawul lay with his eyes closed, his 
cheeks pallid, almost transparent, his breath 
■lorning slowly and irregularly. They stood on 
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kingdom to the Priiu'e: he sinks fast,” ami then 
to be told again and again as the hours passtnl: 
"The sands of his Iif<; are ninning out.” Some 
felt impelled to make tlieir wav through silent 
streets and fnnn tin* great rouii\’ani' of the 
palace to star(‘ uj) at witidows behind which 
lay, never inon; to lie se<‘n, the martial beanled 
figure they had seen so often leading his troops 
out to batthg ndiirning with the spoils and 
captive.s, holding his court, dispensing justice 
or just .seated uiion his ehiphanl on .some high 
festival .such as Dassera. To most of them tu* 
repre.sented in his long life all that t la v knew 
or could rtanomlxu- of great and stirring evamts. 

Special messengers, ITarkaras, mounted on 
swift camels, were sent to all piarts of M<!war f<jt 
summon the clansmmi. Prayers for the passing 
ot the royal soul were said in ever^' temple of 
the land to which the news had reached. 


Rattan Singh .scarcely left the sick-room 
tor the three days during which, sometime.s 
conscious for short periods, the Kawiil lingiTtYl 
on. Now ami again Padmini, in.sisting on her 
nusnand taking a few hours of rest, w'ould take 
his place, Once the Rawul opened his eyes to see 
her by his .side. “ Beloved daughter,” he 
whispered and took her hand in his. There she 
let It rest and would not withdraw it though 
alter a tune .she suffered agonies of cramp, 

nfir o *^^*^*^’ Rattan Singh’s thoughts moved 
over the whole course oi his life; wave.s of 
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sadness of such trofijic folly. Ih- rtR-alk'd now 
that the only time h<‘ hail (^Ver r(‘alh’ been an.uiy* 
with Jaysu, was when one day the old man hail 
taken him into this hallowed' spot and, lift in;,; 
him up on to the platform of out' of the 
*chhatries, had hade liim count thi' number of 
suttees depict<'d on tlu; <'entral.pillar. 'riien* had 
been nine of these jtoor, trai^ic figures. 

Then his thoughts drifted liac'k to his father 
lying there so still, so quiet. If semiu'd almost 
impossible that this could lie the sanu' masterful 
Chief., who for years had kept his turbulent 
nobles in order and discipline. And lu! womlen'd 
woukl he ever be as successful, wlnui tlu*ir view.s 
and his views were .so diametrically opposed. 

Most of these men, he rea!ize<l with some- 
thing of a shock, were older than himself. I'hey 
owed nothing of their {losition to him, but to 
heredity. As far as he was concerned the single 
tie to bind them to him would be loyalty to the 
throne, and only too often in the past this had 
proved inadequate to re.strain their lawkss 
ambitions. The throne* was insulhcient by itself, 
came the devastating thought into his liiind : a 
strong and resolute occupant is more imjxirtant 
than any throne however ancient. Yet he could 
not be rid of them: King Stork must accept 
those that King I.og had left in place. 

* ♦ ♦ 
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cun DKEN OF THE SFK So 

H was late in the afternoon b(!fore I lit' linal 
arraiif^cments had Ixuai conij'leted. '[lien to 
the roll of the jtreat tlruins «>i the Tripolia ^afe 
and tlu' wailinj; of the women eolleelcd behind 
the /.(‘liana walls, the funeral eorte.ee s tarted on 
its way to the Maha>ati, the place of ereiiial ion, 
the spot hallowed by women’s sicrilic(‘ to love. 

Alony the road h‘.idinp to flic ('han^an, 
down which he had so often passed in lif<‘, tin* 
body of tlu* d(“ad kii^E, stretclu'd on a silver 
couch, dressed as lor hijtll festi\ al. was bonu' 
on th(^ shoulders of retainers thromdi wailintt 
crowds. 1 nnnediately behind the bier, on foot, 
followed Rattan Sinyh, the nobles and the 
clansmen, their In/ads and faces shaven as a 
sign of monrnin!,;. Ihiests clianting dirges 
headed the procession. 

Just i>ast the jioint at which tlu' road 
from the b.astern tiate of the Sun joins the 
Chaugan ntad, tin* cortege turned right, down 
a gentle gradient . .\ow it pas.sed through flit* 
north-gate of the M.diusati, built hv the late 
Hawul and inseriln'd with the geui'alogy of ' ‘ 
house, and entered the walieti spa«*e. sacretl 
the d(‘ad. 

On a vacant plot, surrounded in tin 
memorials to generationsof illustriousancestors, 
the bier was set down before a great pile of 
sandal wood. Soon the frail body was lifted 
up ami placed upon tlie pvre, stripped of itn 
fmery am! jewi'ls. Thrice Rattan Singh and all 
the clansmen circled the pile: thrice were the 
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througli. Once Padmini said to Gorah: “I’m 
glad to see you’re settling down to a waricss 
life so well.” He had looked at her and rcjdied : 
“Rubbish, iny child. You can put a crow in a 
cage, hut lu;’ll never learn to talk like a })arrot,” — 
which was just his way of indicating that a 
leopard cannot change Ids sjxds. 

But it was the nights whicli brought to 
Padmini flu: gix'atest liajjjnnessl Stretched by 
her man slu' lay awake drinking in the strange 
sounds that hik'd the air, or listening to the 
tlirob of th(! ‘tablas’ in .some Bhil hut and the 
singing of their curious foi'est songs mingled 
with the recaly music of their pipes, 'liiese 
were things, she felt sure, she would remember 
long aft(‘r more important ones had faded from 
her memory. 

Th(ua‘ was an old Bhil headman who 
delighted them with stories. The one that 
Padmini liked best told of how tlie Banas, the 
river par icvcelleiice of Mewar, came into being. 

Many, many yi'ars ago there was a lovely 
and chaste shephenless among the Bhils. One 
day she was bathing in a stream rose-naked. 
She looked up and was horrified to see a strange 
man watching her from the banks. She prayed 
to God to shield her from bis gaze. Obediently 
the wati'rs rose and covered her. She became 
changed into ripples on the surface of a great 
river, which henceforth was known us ‘Banasf, 
the ‘Hope of the Forest’, Even now at times a 
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were just waking iin<l the siirill notes of iKuicut'ks 
echoed throuf^h the ravines, as they prepared 
to desceiul from tnxi-tops to eartli. Down below 
them, in the courtyard, (dephants and horses 
were being saddhal ready for the march. 

On the; freshness of the morn the ('avalcade 
left this pleasant camp of ha})j)y memories and 
wound its way down the narrow mountain 
track, hiading to the |)lains. Through the 
curtains of her j)alanquin, Padmini glimpsed 
fields far Ixdow, coml)ed now of their har\a;st 
but dotted with little shucks of corn awaiting 
transportation to the threshing floors. Just 
below the ro:ul, where the jungle was scantier, 
flocks of sheep and goats dappled the hill-sides. 

'flnm out on to the plains, sere and parched ; 
over nuu’e tracks, along which moved slowly 
and swayingly occasional strings of camels 
padding softly through the tawny sands. 

At midday they halted for a rest and food. 
A great banian tree provided shade, and swarthy, 
gaily dressed women from a village near by 
brought watcT in brass vessels balanced on their 
heads. A two hours halt and the march began 
again. A slight breeze had sprung up and across 
the sky a few clouds were moving and throwing 
shadows on the hills behind them. 

When, toj>ping a rise, they saw Chittorgarh 
before them, it was already stained by the yellow 
of latt; sunset and Talheti lay in a fume of grey 
smoke at its feet. The fortress in the fading 
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At initUlay, when the sun was at its/{'nith, 
the ciiihroncnnt'nl eereinony took place; Ixhore a 
great concourse' of tlu; chiefs, clansmen and 
leading member's of each community. 

After pray(;rs and o!)lations otTm-ed by 
Brahmins, the Rana of Oguna lineal dcsce;n" 
dant of ilaleo Rlnl, who with Dewa had 
accomi)anied F>a|ni Rawnl in all his wanderings, 
rider of one. thousand hamlets scattered over 
the forest-clad valleys and at whose call five 
thousand I)owmen would muster -apjiroached 
Rattan Singh. 'Faking him by tlu' arm, he led 
him to tlu; ‘ gadi the huge royal cushion of 
Mewar. .Vfter doing obeisance to the throne of 
his ancestors, Rattan .Singh took his seat Ujion 
it. 

A pause whilst Padmini, with covered head, 
glides through curtains to take lier place beside 
her husband. 

# 

Ke.xt the ( knidrec Phief, descendant of 
Dewa Bhil, conuss forward bearing a .salver of 
si)ice.s and sacred grains of rice. The Lord of 
Rhymes proclaims the royal titles; the Rana 
Lakshman Singh presents the sword of state; 
the Rana of Oguna makes the ‘teeka’ mark on 
the foreheads of the king and queen, and, to 
the rolling id drums and blare of trumpets, the 
‘Changi’, chief emblem of regality, is raised 
over their heads. I'rom every throat, and 
taken up by the crowds outside, bursts forth 
the cry of : ‘ Rawul Rattan Singhji ki jai’— ■ 
Victory to Rawul Rattan Singh. 
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The ceremony rom-huic.s with ii,.. 
of homaf,mhy(he chi, .ts and . lansnu-n • m ? 

«.e presentatio,, of ' -In II.,.' ,.™. i""' |j' 

All hour or two Iah*r i i* 

court, the question is asked hitn • *• \v , d • ® 

“11 «i>‘>v«ofwarh,.H.viu,i;;7i,;:'f,,,irld??“ 


cust„m1.S'; 1“ 

this special nieht RatJ-V„ *' I i ”l'o« 

what was to be the'shaoe ' Jinked hiinsolf 

future life. He would b<»x-'*"r Ws 

Padmini with him to discuss 1 1' 

sense, he told himself, that t m , ' 

free to frame such rnW - i prusts shouhilie 

IiTed to make everjdluii“7iisT"f‘^’*i '‘I' *' 
their hold on laymen ! ^ 

the l>a<ldc.i coat, for ^ 

drifted up to him acr^l /" 
something to be .said fnr tK ^ was 

every berry of the trane^^c Ixdief that 

good many devils were bein^fmTf 1 ^ 

i;k„ew. and was glad .o' S’ etclpild t 

Somehow^Lfore'* tho liquid „igl,l, 

rrow, when he would 
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have to attend the first council meeting, he 
must get a positive conception of the values for 
which he intended to stand. Well, thank 
goodness, the business of assuring a ]:eriod of 
peace had been concluded. Had it been left 
for him to "do at the outset of his reign, great 
disaffection amongst part of the Rajputs, 
would certainly have arisen. Even now, he 
wondered, would they scheme to change this 
new policy, to re-establish the old ? His father 
in the end had agreed fully with his ideas : 
Uncle Gorah’s loyalty to him was unquestioned, 
however much he may have disagreed in his 

heart : but the rest ? All those compliments 

they had paid him to-daj^. were they genuine 

or just lies in court dress ? — He felt isolated, 
lonely, and realized for the first time the truth 
that all elevations are cold. 

Come what might, he must stick to his 
principles and not let himself be persuaded by 
his brother chiefs to be blind to what he felt 
were the duties of kingship. Impossible for him 
ever to believe, as apparently they did, that 
Rajputs had been born into the world ‘ready 
booted and spurred to ride and millions ready 
saddled to be ridden’. It began to dawn upon 
him that it was at the doors of the Lord of 
Rhymes and his fellow bards that much of the 
blame for the Rajput outlook should be laid; 
for it was these people who systematically used 
tradition as an enormous magnifier. What 
would he not give tb , fee to tear away the 
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nulclrcn 

jijihUr cliaini.iim.H ul wh , ! V," 

hnu-rr • ‘r. ‘'"'‘"‘'’wi 

‘ill ('ii()r(s al n'fttnii, jj,, ,. . . 

on<“ ()1 jjj^ aiU'tslfir - 1 . } ' *lt i(';i,';| 

Iiolding views very 

r^ier attemjds i/ " /tl 

clansmen had led j„ ,i..k. ^Ix'h 

and reheliion. V<'s tvif !; 't ''i'* "1^ 
warily. ' **anih’ he niiist waft 

wrapped ^in' hi™!, at"' '' ‘"'1 

^ * 

**W(*]l I 

some week,; 4"rt‘ii;, .la 

‘he crown sitting -,, 1.1 I.l.iwul. ■'lli*'! 

I trust?” ^ ™ h«-a\-y t.n ihe imuv, 

efforts for peace;’’ ilnv to j-ot 

want toferget^t.“ Tr41'’t!“‘‘'' "l‘ 

I ever did.” ^ ff»<‘ Worst da v's worl 

* 'Giver of bread. ,4 

o ‘«n a»®d to an Imikn KuJer, 



CHILDREN OF THE SUN 


m 


Rattan Sint’h sniih'd. 

I lu' ol<I (lUiii has aiont;' to see nu* 
to-day,” ('.orah coutiiuu'd. ‘‘ Me says tin* omens 
point to a really had famine tfiis yi'ar.” 

” f hope his propluay will prov(‘ as wroiiy as 
soni(' ()f his others ha\'e, said Rattan Sin_yh, 
thon^h lie looked seiiovis, are dl'})r(‘pare<l 

for siu'h a catastroplie," 

l)iit wh(‘n liy the end ol Anpnst no rains 
had (oiiK' and the clouds sknrried avvav ova'r- 
h('ad leavin;^ the ground parched, th(> fndds 
dust-howls, Rattan Singh r(‘calit>d these words. 
H(> sent out agents far and wid(‘ to try to huy 
up stocks of grain, Imt they returne<l emptv- 
handed or with little, for the fear of famine was 
wuU'spread and none would sell 

He made* a (puck tour of the whole Statt* t 
gauga: for hnnstdf the exact situation. All th 
forts and garrisons had at least a year’s reserv 
of food : that was a precaution alway 
maintaiiu'd apunst siuldtui attack and possible 
[siege. But in the \-illages especially among 
Ahe poorer classes, reserve's were small or non- 
ipist(*nt. Already all seed had been lost : .sown 
to sprout and wilt almost immediately. There 

no grass and everywhere cattle were 
beginning to. die. On all sides there was the 
Stench of death. I.akes were dried up or mere 
l^iuldy jxiols; in the wells the water-level was 
dropping ominously. 
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•“»{ «n'k sunll,"i 
<idvis('fl nil. Soiiif ((ilic]--., 1 1 .. 1 

tha( already jt \va< tun l,tt<' .md fla- raid,, mi 
A va«iie.all ernhra. iia: .Mrui.rn pns.,Ksf, 

cSOTgarh. - '*•' r< !nrne.'l t, 

T r ‘I'<' aii vrill,,] •mJ 

rubbled with heat, hireinj. ihirstx of'tlif 
in a circle round the jaads. ^ 

had founrno'TeVh^^^ T' 

could not re.st with • "i ‘ “ 1'*'*’’*'*- 

and felt drawn irr ^stihh- 

But the horror^ of <1-^ : f" 

hiwS eves on nil ^ tiera)* whi(*h iiif! 

he saw, drove hVn! 

stupefied mas.s, .shrivelled as 'i 

struggling to i-ioiongl't;;;!'! 

roadsHes™™ "12?,*"^' I'"'’''" ''V "> 

in such numSrs tW children lay ile® 

lack of mss tT,i * Sf *^*’*"‘ *‘ choked. Foi 

turned t^men's flS ^ 
pam.s. Men, 

“ C“dl“Th:.lr''«t 
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struggle against death, and took to devouring 
the carcasses of dead beasts. 


As the year advanced and the famine 
increased, the people left their homes, impelled 
to wander and still wander in hopes of finding 
something to assuage their suffering. Nothing 
else mattered_ to them. Eyes sunk deep in 
their heads, lips pale and covered by dried 
tendrils of slime, skin hard and shrivelled, bones 
showing through and the belly a mere pouch 
hanging empty, knuckles and knee-caps shWing 
prominently— further and further they wand- 
ered, fighting for some stinking morsel or, when 
strength failed, lying down to cry and howl till 
merciful death released them. Men deserted 
their wives and children ; women sold themselves 
as slaves; mothers sold their children; children 
deserted by their parents sold themselves, 
some families took poison and so died together • 
others^ threw themselves dowm wells or over 
precipices. Men and women, still alive, were 
cut up by the stronger and their entrails eaten 
raw. A_ traveller was in danger of being 
murdered for his flesh. 


The ghastly months followed each other in 
succession, and often Rattan Singh wondered 
could any of his people survive. The 'Loo' 
blew up fiercely and remorselessly, searching 
out, or so it seemed to him, the remains of a 
once great multitude to scorch and choke their 
last flickering breath. 
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h.stnj.iuui tn,„ll. 

He lu'ani a s}ii;lii intnnucn! iicliiiti )• 

a.nd lo()k(‘<l nHintl. Thr li hi ^ , 'ai ’ 

from Padmini’s do.,r. Mi.. 1 il,j,’,‘j 
osaawni(,s.‘lf. h,.,- anas rai ,,n,i ii ’1-'' 

<^%:s of Iha.parMd rurlaul 1 , 

Sonoas yoini.i^ IhkIv ,i 

flimsy folds of lua- ai.dif Vr.' I 
and took Ikt in his anas. ’ ’’ "‘ 'A 

tentel”* ''™«- ■■■ 

' ''■■■"•"•.It 

I wasiittill7lu'« 'S 

of distiirhiiifi; you.” 

sleep whel .S'ro 'lU'a v f« 

file time till yon r,.i‘,L wj ’'^"^^0 

1 never want to lose a lainni^' f' " 

“Poor H 

‘ertbly dullfor " '""-I t» 

‘osethlfanlTtooOs ,>'1,'";, ™'"’; "'■ an 

his hf ’“I “> ft" seat and dtvw h.-r on 

on his shouldtr!^’^ ’ hm- h(‘a^ 
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"That I will not do," said the Ka 
stubl)ornly I can still raise money bv rnt 
gaging the State jewels.” ■ 

(lorah shruggT'd his slionlders. 




Book. Two: Qrecn Banner 


I 

|ZHAN ’ALA-1’I)-I)1N KlLJl nophcvv of 
['('ro/.c Shah Sultan of Delhi, and 
Governor of the |»rovinee of Kara in the name 
of his nneh'. sat detip in thought. U had been 
a bad day, a black day; the whoh' staff had 
been made to feel that, and noiu' inon' than the 
Deputy (ioN'eruor. Malik ’Ala-ul-mulk, who was 
now closeted witii his cliief. 

'Malikji,” said the tiuvernur, sitting up 
suddenly ainl breaking the silence. 

“iv.Kcelleney," replied the Deputy, nervous- 
ly rubbing his hamls and e.\;])ccting a fresh 
outburst of ill-huinour. 

"Malikji," r«*}H‘aled the "(lovernor, you are 
not without the gift of imagination, I believe.” 

"I trust not, lixccllency.” 

"Well, an oppent unity to use your gift has 
arisen.” He paused awhile as if to let his words 
sink in, then continued; “I propose to be 
absent from my charge for a few months. 
During that period it will be your duty to for- 
ward to jny augiLst uncle, the Sultan, such 
bulletins of news as will allay any anxiety or 
suspicion coiLcerning my movemewtef-^^ 
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"I hope Your Kxccllcnrv’s proposed 
absence is not due to any nuiladv or iiuiisijosi 
tion?” ‘ ■ ‘ 

“No: despite anythinf> you and the others 
may have thought to the contra r\- today I'm 
perfectly well. I'm just l)orcd.'’ ‘ 

“A great evil, no doul>u” agreed the 
Deputy. “But how do yon propoM; to ( ure it?" 

"By a short holiday to the nadins of Kim 
Ramchandra of Berar, who, unless nuuour Ikl 
possesses an attractive capita! tilled U> burstine 
with good things.” “ 

At first the Deputy sennued uualile* to 
understand. He blinked. But whe-n the lull 
meaning of these words and thenr implicatiom 

■ 

Zf almost mad look he> nededin 

Ala-ud-din’s eyes startled him e,ut of hi 
composure. 

The Governor smiled. ■■.My .,1;,,,^ , 

urprise you somewhat," lie said .'asually, 

resli?7K''l i.nt d'o v<m 

realue that Berar is many weeks' ,„a,rh from 

some"ml'hs™"”'®‘“" 

You did# But 11*5 i* * 1 

Tinri” litac if fu X T ****** Mi** 

Sficient armyd Wh^a^t !' 

to put up againsUtr Iwveyoi 
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“A i(;\v liunisand liorses, my friend, and a 
nature that delights to [day for high stakes.” 

llu; Divinity had nothing to say f(.)r some 
moments ; he seemed to ]>e measuring the odds. 
Then: “I’ve known you, lioy and man, long 
enougli <(> ri'ali/.e tliat you like to ri^gard the 
world as wiru! to be [loured into your tumbler, 
and Fve got to mlmit that so far you have been 
remarkably succt'ssful.” He paused again and 
looked neix'ously at his ehief before continuing. 

“But this latest idmv of yours well, to me 

it seems crazy.” 

“ No doul)t it Would to yO'U," the 

Covernor replied pointedly. "But you have no 
conc.cni with risks if any tl'iere be. All I require 
of you is to look after those l)ullctins. Are you 
agreeal)le ?” 

“I might try, but it will be difficult to 
(piiet His Maiest\''s susincions for so long a 
p('riod, 1 fear.’’ 

“His Majestv places the greatest trust in 
nu‘, as yon know. I do not think it should be 
difficult to put him off the .scent.” 

“In the case of His Majesty it may not be 
difficult, but, if I may be excused saying so, 
those around him are not so simple minded.” 

Tile Hovi-nior appeared to con.sider these 
last Words. He knit his forehead and stroked 
the ends<jf his moustache. Then, in a manner 
which seemed rather to be expressing his own 
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tliouf^hts than t() In* ronuiinifn,.. 

gonebcfoH', ho said aim. t 7 '.1’‘ 
mindedness. 

kmg.” He slipped 

added 

unusual m him • '•'lint -.h,,,.! . ‘ 

you oweadeepdojil (,i .'rafifn I ’/“Vi " 

f»r tkauvuurs 

he said ilail-iv*'' 'I'”"' 

're’rc gctli„R-„«.aa. Ir„m ''r '" ’ "Hai 
question IS, ivill y',,,, ,|„ ' ■ 1 1 ul|l 

shoJ''of° " '"u.ulaiir 
good many dilliCTilt l'™-,'',',' 
tious and scej)ticaL ’ 1 fi ’’ '• ' '‘«- 

that one generally roon-H' i ‘"' d In liiini 
;me did than th<?so ^ i ‘‘1 

tmcreasing age and f . "'aloim. willi 

was all for the mid<lio.vvav'^*''T.' "’'Hul' nl, 

avoidable trouble. ' '*"** hoi-piiin „ 
was Mt lo'Such'iJJf'y 'him;. j 

Which worried ;h;-u.. ,1,;. la. 11,.,;,,'! 

f ''^Hhknown failing* " **'hTt‘nces 

telt that, in thus He 

momentarily drawn ask 

JHmg of the inner work , ''‘'JV-'’ -*»«’ 

he was troubled. Hi.s niiud. And 
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L ooking back on those days, ’Ala-ul-mulk 
now Provost of Delhi City but grown cor- 
pulent to a point where movement had become 
distasteful, perceived that the events of the last 
two years had been moving so fast as to have 
been kaleidoscopic in effect, blurring memory of 
almost every single event. Certainly the pre- 
sent moment was calm, most gratifyingly so, 
but he suspected that this was only because the 
present was sliding down into a future of action 
possibly of clanger; a sort of lull before storm! 
It was opportune, he decided, to try and recap- 
ture those events, sort them out and get them 
into clear perspective: learn possibly their 
hidden lessons. 

Ife had lunched well and w^as resting in a 
room filled with a iileasant subdued light. His 
servants had gone off for their noon siesta, and 
he could look forward to several hours of 
undisturbed meditation. Silent hours like these 
were a gift from the gods, a gift he too often 
misused by dropping off to sleep. To-day he 
would put them to better use. 

What an amazing if unromantic adventurer 
was this Sultan 'Ala-ud-din! In all history 
perhaps there had been no more daring and 
impudent an exploit than his sack of Raja 
Ramchandra’s Capital. And what booty ! He, 
'Ala-ul-mulk, had checked it into the treasury 
on 'Ala-ud-din’s return to Kara. He tried to 
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s^a“irVe Xdi ■■■ 

faction for a few moments ‘ 

of the loot. ’Ala-ud-din • 

film at least ■ the rnhv ^ generotj ‘ '. 

third iiager ione was worth ™maTf“!"''‘ ■'■■ 
a man in his position thon^? ^ fortune 

■"ysteiy ar,d passionsLmed to sSfe""'^ ^ 'I 

amazingIy°luckv/Hi”tlj5”J?‘l hcl- 

capital had coincided wf/wK Raf A 

of the Berar arrm/ o absence of mV . 

her son on pilgrimaS ^ani an 

remained^to opnosphf ^ ffw tbousar . : 

had held for, when ^ his In,. ; , 

suddenly, just as he 

ruse, defeated that akn had by ^ 

for this second victory Bp'] ^‘^j^ally the credr 
^ho, detailed S a sm^ 
operation, had arrived aTi ^”°fher 

Ala-ud-din and saved wk! moment for 

turning into a nlstydfsa^^^^^^^^ "" 

now.^lm^g^Jljhe sudd jy recalled, was deac 
followed the Berar exDlnf"! fhat hac 

track of who was fo heej 

binded or imp^m ’ p V 
death had 2afar Khan’f 

■deal rtf talk at tk 
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time, he iKAv remnnhered A trarlos rav.ilrv 
leader and tirm suj»iK>rii‘r td the new ri'.einif, he 
had lost his life in a fairly reeeut hi;ht a-ainst 
invading' Mongols, kh’ekless as ever he hacl 
charged the enemy's left and driven it hefnre 
him. In the end he was .•Mirnmndeii, left 
un.sui)ported and slain refusing to surrender. 
Apparentlv 'Ala-ud-din h.id watelied the aetion. 
and, though he had am}t!e troops, had made no 
attempt to resene him. It vva> enrious, 

curious Or was it simply that l(_M>utdar<! 

the .Snltan was t(t inenr his p-alousy f That last 
victory, as to earlier ones, had l>e«“n dirertly tiiu“ 
toZafar Khan’s leaderslu|j, INnhaps then; was 
a le.s.son to he learnt innn his fate! 

’Ala-ud-din’s aeee.ssion to j»ower had iHam 
•like the rising of a hlood-red full moon, j>re.sa- 
ging misfortune for many. It was true that 
things under tin* late Sultan h'ero/ Khan had 
been going from l>ad tij wamse. His mildness, 
which had h<*eome proverbial, had led to a 
great rt'laxation in diseipline throughout his 
vast realms. Vet, the act of treachery and 
ingratitiuie hy which his nephew had over- 
thrown ami ninr<Usred him stuck in the gorge. 
No one could accuse him, ’Ala-ul-mulk, of 
being squeamish ; the stench of starkest reality 
failed usually to do more than slightly nauseate 
him. But this act of barbarism towards a 
kindly old man, who doted upon him and to 
whom he owtal everything, was so outrageous, 
so grossly wanton that every other crime 
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Ala-ud-din had fniiiuiiti.d [..flrd ini ; ■ ■ 
iicancebcskieit. Andturnut dl i, " 

the head „f his ma l, , Vi 

piradc<HI,r„„„l.,l„.,-, in , . n„ 1. 'll V,;'; 

. His other iTimes l,,id I,, . „ I,. ' 

semiR Ule (l.r,,,,,.. |„. h.,d 

all i)(.)ssil)Ie claiinants tr, ||^. il ‘ * 

out. Sadisticallv hf iiid U | 1.,' '''’"'''lit 

out of (he seudnav .‘..ii h/..^ '‘n? 

o hcers watch ((H). riicn ih.'i i, i 

ghptly massacre „f the ii,„ 

children of the irotti,^ ul, ' and 

thcdis,rii„hi.,„,,,.Ao.V;Vd ii'''"'''''"™ 

had made Rood n,,.;,. ; , , , 

Visited their sins noon d i' ^ '^”1 had 

Mik could V i '■a''-'!' 

Mothers forcec t, , a- ,"7“* 

were tossed from snear"t " “ 
themselves— -thrown li. a TV* '"' ^^"-u (hnv 

or trodden to ciea^ '’'™ 

those of better class, (ieli eivd T'f I 

of the scavengers of D . ' . “ * *'”'hraas 

which there is no m>. < • ‘ (han 

ah rebuilding of I f. i-'»r 

cleared: but why net ***”"* 

Surely the iniportanfthin^^'lff “if ''f 

fecollection.”^He mim!f n ‘ ux aicade of 

of importance wL, t hirchcad. I'hiiik- 
jndgeit?*^ W^Vnv V hi.nsHf, cald 

“'Hakes as liossible ''' “••‘'c as te, 

orckriiig nf oiii:s, 






sh, ,r, 

“P»uf, VcnuvMajcqv u lt ii ! 

‘‘Wluit uumki vun h.ar nu'.in ’■ 

-i.™, 

... ' '-‘il II k drf,. at" 

,, ‘n wet sit ,tn ,11V 

Jhe Sultan had snurt.-d'" 
contemptuously ‘'S,,. ! '• 
presumed to .rive in. . ! ’ 

it. 

occasion either. Wha i '* 

scribe and son of a c , ; V "f ^var, v.i« 

your job/ ..Hand yt, , a" 

Tremblini? at *1 • 

was wobbling^off, wbm hn i ‘‘‘i”T* ■ 

lixr/^^’ mind von \) *'■* "T'‘ 
ve to regret thi.s day." " ' •''“'* '^-ly 

!'■''' I "■'■'■'‘'I "■rant 
f, i/^^ar Khan. Still fi?,? * **'‘'t:allanfrv 
future refrain from /■ was rh>ar; i 

S/aWo a perfon^/’'^ *<' -^o «"• 

best remain stoie silent on I din: 

Histhopghtsranon.'*’ 

U-agh K’hat 
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younger brifthcr. alunr ri'inaiitftl. Tin* 
who h:ul I'lTii l>ttin;h! on t f hv Ih i tr lui»t iia<l 
disupjiean'd nui* !'\' laic, tlsiii' i.iitiilii' 
to poverty, tlieir rst.stt"- •fipn-'iiif d. Well, 
perhaps tlii'* wa-. lud ^traiisa'. A man whit t an 
provt' Iraitnr to uiu' Ssdiaii, mas !'<■ I'pially 
disloyal ttt anothor. lli*‘v dcM’rs'cd 

their fate, hat su'iie ,it ;;i< ,itK‘ as li*' \\ Iit» decidtal 
it, T\V(i itf ihrin li,iii htrii ill 'Ala ud din’s 
inmost e<iuli<leni <■. 'Al.i til imilk reialh'd, with 
1 slight slunhliT. utie fit tile SuH.ui''. remarks — 
made ajipareiit ly in lijjht mnud hut ju-t before 
[he (lisappeara nee nf these twu jiej'Mins. He 
tadsaiel: ’'Three mav kerp a ‘■eeret if two are 
lead." 

;; ’Ala-nd-din’s ways were ahvays deep atid 
dark, and he. ’.Ma ttl iimlk, had tiever really 
been ahh' to hdlow tfie workings of his mind. 
Best, now tliat he was getting old, to be 
satisfied with what he hatl ; sit hark and enjoy 
leisurely the mii> aiul witie rniir.s<*of life. Why 
court trouble or rack one's brains to try and 
understand a game which .seemed to have no 
regular rales atul where the next move could 
never be ineilieted by one who retained any 
yestigi's of h( monrand decency? Betterasjrarrow 
in the hand than a (nMCock in expectation: the 
fme.st armour is to keep out of gunshot range.’ 
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smooth hami. ' IhM. il,, toil 
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«Htler fnmi .s.-xual iu,i, !■ 

wonuai, he .qij,,. ,1, , 'h h;;!!!-, ,, lij* 

«>* 7r f"r±„l!:;;'' v.t.J: 

m training tl„u„ i vv,* 

never gives fhem . rt I'-f-aun. },„( i,(j 

talents. One ami 'ilH j, *" '5»0'Iav fhfir 
them on the h"i : a*''" h. ,u.t tlmm, 

eemmon soldier m4t’7i h 
dnnng the sack of a tow • 

“Why not trt- f / ' 

gentleart of love to th.* Stiliainn tl 

“Ilm-e- 1 I'd the friend, 

when I bring bi™' '’I'- r.'ply i. ,|a 

beauty and attractions ''’ijHTlativi 

the teisureliness which’ . her will 

“Can't you ‘J'-'nniuk' 

' “Am t I ” ^ '^‘nnan ?” 

“eck-eyed a3^pXm°^^"d'i'e‘?t ' 
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His frieiui lift and Kalur muaint'd stcnped 
in tlioviji’ht. Soiiu'wiii’rt*, fa* htid hims«*lf, such 
a houri must <‘xist in India. Ih* would douhh* 
the numluT of his a.mmts, rodouMt* tin* reward 
for unyoiu- who rouhl tell him whcro such a 
peerless ereatun* was tt) ho found. In the 
meantinu' ho would yo and ha\'f a talk with 
fat old ’Ala-ul'inulk. 

'['he Ih'ox’osf of DeUii rect'ived tlie eunuch, 
Init lu‘ was none too pleasial to see liiin. [•'rom 
the first In* had ilislikeci this eapahle but vile 
and hum[ttious sla\-e. It was In* who had 
nicknamed him. aptly hut inade<juately, 
‘Ha/.anlinaii’ tlie thousautl dollar slave from 
the price f<tr winch he hat! originally been 
l)ouglit. Still jiolicv deniauth'd that he .should 
not disclose his real contempt ;nul dislike of the 
fellow. He was far too powerful to make an 
enemy of. .\ow a-days 1Ih‘ Sultan limiteti his 
close association to four p<*rsons only, Ulagh 
Khan his brother. ‘Ala-td-mulk, a general 
Nasrat Khan ant! this eumich Kafur. 

The gnest sat himself down without waiting 
to be asked. 

“ How's the belly to-day, Provost Saheb ?” 
he inquired with a grin. 

"As well as can be expected, thank you. 
And how are the testicles ?’ 

The shot reached its mark and put an end 
to any further pleasantries Kafur might be 
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intending. Hf. u-k ■ 
phy.sical'conditbn.‘ ' "'•"■’ifiw 1,^' 

The opening' moves ,nvr and •, < 

hookahs wan^ saiif tVir s ‘ ^'aiN, 

soothing: soiind of rlu tloni'e d i n/i' V"'''' 
poppied smoke he^iui to rorl npua,,i',' 

‘J.wish to <;„d;’ 1- , 

somethmfj wouhi fmm un'V. 

My d(‘j,artment ■ o . 

much loiif^er of heioi' *i' ’f"' "'tr.ii, 

distraction.” '•"utvc „ 


repheci the 1^0!"*^** 

worse than the disease.” ' 

“Why ?” 

. Well, his .snc(*esses •i?r 1 

turning his brain.” •'h.-ad^- sor in to h 

^^What are the symptoms?” 

“I hoar that the of h..^ t , , 

mg an analogy betu-ee„ i ■ ^ "'os inutgin- 

companions, 1 ,k| was n‘r ,! oml his 

well as material coiuniesf'”*"*!'^ of spnitual 

aonghf to snrpa,^ S™, , ; '■‘'‘' t !«■ 

the former Mihammad. ' a 

“What harm is them .v j • , 

‘OnlvtMc 


“Onlvtv " ‘‘''^""'”hisdreanung,>” 

declare himself a P''<‘b<*ses 


tu 
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"'riuit might bt‘ (Inngennis and antagonize 
everyone ser\'ing under the (ireeii Itanner of 
Islam.” 

‘‘hxaetly l>ut who’s going to tell him so ?” 

“It’s u}) to you as his oldest fritmd.” 

The Ih'ovoiit hlanehed, hut said nothing. 
He was thinking i»f his reemd resohifion to Inmp 
out of tronlde at all eosts, ‘'I)iUnne<l if I'm 
going to.” he told liimself under his breath. 

‘‘\\'<-ll now,” continued the eunuch, com- 
plat'ently rul)bing his nosty ‘‘you’ve got your 
prohknn as 1 have mine.” 

“What’s \'ours ?” 

“To hud a sui>erlatively lovely woman, one 
that will outshine any other in tln^ harem, 

and ” he ).)aused hehtre adding almo-st 

desperately; “'(iod knows they are lovely as 
black pearls.” 

“ Pah : ” said the Provost, with the convic- 
tion of <»n(’ who ha<l in his day been a connoisseur 
of women; ‘'Ihwfect heauly'is no good in bed.” 

“ Ivxactly what I’ve told the Sultan. But 
he won’t believ<‘ it.” 

♦ * ♦ 

A few days later the Sultan sent fo; 
nl-mulk. He had drunk a little beyond me 
and his eyelids k>oked heavy. He dem 
that his old friend should give an opinion 
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two projects, to sliow reason why ’A!a lul-din 
the Unconqnerable slioiikl not snriMss botli 
Muhammad and Alexander in prowess. 

’Ala-ul-mulk pretemh-d tlial tin' tpiestion 
had taken him comphdely b\ snipnist', and 
begged for time to consider Ids answer. This 
was granted. 


Back in the seclusion of Ids own home, Ik; 
lowered himself to his couch and liegan to think 
furiously. After a time he smiled. “Wes, of 
course, that’s it,” he muttered. ‘ I might have 
said it straight away.” He paused a' moment 
to lick his lips. Then, as if relusirsini; a speech, 
he said aloud; “Sire, twice 1 ha\ e x enturedto 
proffer advice : twice circumstances ha\-e proved 
that advice was wrong. In the present weighty 
matter, I can only .suggest tliat von foih»\v 
your own judgrnent.” He .said the Wtirds (i\'(‘r 
to himself again, then concluded; '-Onitesafe 
and even smacking a little of tlatteryd’ 


. Then something happened \ small voice 

out of the past was speaking. 

My son, the voice seeumul to be saying, 
and he thought he recognized it to b<- that of 
his mother long dead. son, vou wear v<iur 

sms with a fine cloak. But the da v is not far 

At? nnch.aked before 
Allah by Muhammad his jirophet, blesse<l be hb 
name And upon that day what shall if prolit 
you that, even if you did not take a shun: in 
blaspheming the holy one, at least you did 





i 17 

jjothiii^ 1(1 !'iv\fU! auiitii' i I'l.i ['ImUHH' ihmhii 
K’ciiitiiiht'r ihaf h'* uh<( lu^ 

hands 'fur a tnol tiMlaiicu i- lut Iniii i than ifiu 
fool." 

Tlu'Xidt'i’ t railv't! .!\va V. Ala ill innlk luikol 
his illii.''si'' (' lit ah ifii*' • a' it ti\iiij; tt* 

catch till' la>t iadiii;; ‘4tam . Ih- iciiiaiU'-il 
motiuiilcss fur a turn-, iliiui auK f»a»k. His 
forehead waN wd, lii> Inaatlluiij; lalnaiit'd. 

He lay uii, his Hrain unahle In frame a 

thoiii^ht. ( nadualls far nil in' iiutnes, faint l»ut 
fair, hcfnui to unviditj* him, lik<‘ a jiuhlen ha/.t* 
they drifted thnainh hi-, mnui. A pieturt; of 
hisiiiuther rose up hefoie hitii. her years lier 
meniurv had keen hni fed under lasers of obli- 
vion, Init now lie s.iw hd‘ with a ehau’iicss that 
time liad not been able to etlaci*, sifting in a 
cool garden, twr t liiidrea armtiul tier. A.s so 
often was iiet way, she was teiling them stones 
from the Koran. 
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But: now he was beie” aiinlher 

chance— -one that ini,e:lii pn)\'iilf alniiruient for 

the past With an etturf he sat buff u]»nt;ht 

He knew now that, for all his oft boasti'crin- 
diffevence to hi.s childiiodd's faith, he was still 
a child Imnn'erinp for (iod. Weil a i liaiice had 

come -not j)erhai)s of liiidin:; (.dd, bubal least 

of witno.ssing for Him. lie imiMi't Irt (his 
chance go, cost what it maw lb- uould. on 
this occasion at least, Ihrow enitioii to (he 
winds; forget the sul)se([uent pains it mi'dit 
cause him. 


He saw his duty eleai asspriii!; water, hi 
the woild of storm and sti’ess one thine the 
Miuslim faith, remained a i; real tiee ena t and 
motionless. He. would take his st.uid beneath 
its shadow, place his l)aek against its niassi\’c 
trunk, defend it with his life, if needs l»e. 

Ihe emotional strain had heen fun '.real; 
his head diooped, hi.s eyes e Inset 1 : snnii he fell 
asleep like a child Worn-out !iv soldting... .. 


^ When again he woke dawn, rt i! .iml '■teaiii- 
ing was already come. He rai-.ed himself 
rubbing his eyes. At first he thoueht he ha<l 
been dreaming, Imt his court heatl th- .. still 
lying where he had cast it the eveniim V.ef<,n‘ 
on his return from the palace, wa- a fum h u{ 
realism which dispelled sueii possibilities. !„ 
the light of dawn his resolution pal.ai. 

tbod unieivd a bath anti 

food. An hour later ho dLsmis.sed tin-m again 
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is sweet..., ..or else fhore can he n 
sacrilicing it.” ' " ‘"''‘‘tiii 

In a mood caliii., aitii,...j l.,a!itir }„. . 
his aiiaire m order. Thou hr ‘-at. h ,v ,, ’f 
the Coming of eveiiiug. ‘‘"'d 


Aia-nl mu!k mtrrr.i thr hall „( 

y private a iidirun-. tlirSulliuu . 
there .surrounded hv his . ourt s ] ] 

^wcd l„ the „,„i ' " 

Wine was circulating frerix'. '“‘''‘.sroii] 

'■Voiir answer is ,™ly. M.UilJj;- 

“Yes, Sire," 

“Then proceed." 

around him.'^To noshV-l •>* tlius' 

ness descended urHjn um i-'iirsunif. 

public discussion. pK!‘I* ‘\**‘U dlv one for 
who enjoy your fullest 

The Sultan gave him -i ■ 
momentary smill, crud ' 

alimwt mt«.lerab!e, 
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pass(ul across the conuTs of iiis mouth. “So be 

he saiil ut len^U^h- 

“ And now the wine.’* 

“ Why ? ” 

“ A mind ^^niutlaIned i.s necessary to consi- 
der matters such as these." 

Tlu! Sultan beckoned to a servant to 
remove the tray. 

‘‘ And now, Malikji,” said lie, “ |)roceed.” 

’ .\la-ul-mulk r.iised his arms and crossed 
them over his chest. ,\s he dul so the ruliy 
on his fuiftcr hluMsi hlood-red. Hastily he 
l(K)ked awav, (»nlv to see over the Sultan’s 
shoulder, or so it seemed, Death grinning 
at the prospect of a harvest. He cleared his 
throat. 

'‘Your Majesty, 1 have given deep thought 
to the proposal that Sultan Ala-ud-din should 
stand forth as a leadtT of religion.” He paused, 
striving to delay even for a few seconds the 
fateful moment. 
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he will ntjt lons^ ix- 
much less the world.’' 


id>lt‘ til 


Well, the words were sjioki 'll • now for ti 

look at the Sultan. l„.,nl,K he Vi'Jj 

‘"‘other iniiiutr ir, 

could hear Ills own iiiiiek luvathin" • n 
else, riien ho ventured (o kn.k uj., 

thouKhtJ.Vs ntl t^ I'-|U, 

iaward battle. Thnel hi;. 

ram, pre.s.sed on. 1-or 'Ala-ul i , ' 
became almost inmiuiurald.n It 
Sultan would put an end ittit ! ' 

srss:;r;,:;:.s^ 

those of the M'dik- i < ' H’" * ,\<‘S met 

his lips. ^ ’ *** wnnl’^ pas.scd 

Little by little his feat tin. i t 

softness took the nl-tee r . ' b.in.t'ed: a 

Wore had those’ ml. r ' 

calm, so human. '""k »' 

the slighter'’ trac?*of 'a "hl“«l 

.-tofui.,ack„„wUe"r];;;/-^ 
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rebuke. You ha\'o suvod nw. from a groat 
impiety.” 

He got uj> from his rmu U and iunhr.tccti 
the Malik. foarloss houosty from a 

minister is a pearl hovomi priof.” lie said am! 
led him to (Uf coiu li. 

’Ala-nl Timlk oould hardly ladicvi' his ears. 
His head spun; he lelt weak .iml liretl; th<‘ ellort 
had been greater than he knew. 

“Take some wine.” invited the Sriltan. 
sensing his old friend’s [)ligh{ iuui jsressing a 
goblet to liis li|)s. 

The warm wine revi\’etl him; he felt his 
blood begin to eourse again. But .''till he 
could scarcely credit liis hearing. 

“1 thought my boldness would iiave been 
punisluid by death,” he slaiiimercd in the 
king's ear. 

“ I realized that,” smiled the Saltan. “But 
come now, vour answer to my second ([uestiori. 
,Why should 1 not emnlule Alexamler, go forth 
and con(|uer the world ?” 
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For the Malik did not ri.,i 

Caution ! Caution!" ho told lunnM'lf. 1 in dnliiJi 
another goblet of wine, foil xtrunorr 
bolder A .Miriems f,vli„;; „t itrkl.siB 
began to possess liiin. ( auuon wns lorgetleii 

“Inspired by voiir kimlii.'s:s." p,. ^..ji 
length ‘ { am temiitod to .noofst in th li 
place that \-our MaJe^t^• .da.uhi temiuT e„ 
ment WI h prudenee, le.M Ihriv should im writt; 
in your heart that dread word satiety.” 

And in tlu! second [dac'e 

“Kemcmber that sueeess ean i-e a (bullv 
eyeT’’’ Ha; soul asstron:,: wine liiinds thi 

Tile Sultan .smiled indulecnth " Malikii" 

shonldT^''^’ - it is voui 

■' not me.” He 

rubies^li‘„rde■red 

Then turning to ’Ala ul inuik ho s ,id' -i 

words 


morn?gXh:S‘.\V'''‘,'''''''','"' 

his couch shTi • '^H-’‘htmilk .siivt. hed uti 

coach, St, 11 weanni! the r„l„-,da>.m.mr uni 
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Ihpch-unofruhir^. Hr wa-. atsMl. I h'* nrjv.m. 
ltoinWtlHMlavb. !<tivha<ll.r.-n t.u. rjvaf toi 
a heart already over ta\r,l. 


R AWTiiAMI'tHf'K. mir.htv -drunfliMlii uf the 
Kuiiait t hiet «if I HiiitKlhar, vva- .ly.aiit m the 
bews. Ithaddetunl Italluu-sarmvatuld.uin «H 
iFern/, Shah, ihu nue. ^^h*^ 1*^;^ \'T\hl 

coins hearine, the pnaul tith‘ ul 'd 

Second', was n..t to l.e deteriva l.v vaunt, i 
streuLdh. Moreover, its ruh r, Kaja Hainu i>< o. 
had rereiitlv harhoUivtl eeftam r«diellioUs 
Muslims. Sultan .\la ml diu deeUhal to rapture 
it Despite the late Malik's mh ire he was 
determined to pass throUf 4 ii 
^himder.storin'. Hatnir should he the first to 
he stricken hv his light 

A (ireat anuv was ready assembled in 
;Delhi .'lartar eavalry in bright 
steel hreust-piates, slant-eyed and 
belied, bristling with swurds, sjmars and 
dephantsshimtlied in ehain>artsiour am 
%hting-lio\vduhs Idled ^'**1* for 

'$pearnuiK liinvitiriu 

stone tlirowing ‘Uulistae,' and a vast , ^ 

neons mass of rommissanat. 

and vivandicres : the whole under the wmmana 

of Ulagh Khan a.ssisted by Nasrat Khan. 

^ On the night before the e^Pf^^^^iThiS 
commence, 'Ala-ud-din ent^|l«« 44 hf 
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olficcrsat an ojH'ii-air liaiujud ,,11 it,.. , 

thorn-er jumna, Th.- nrLu,u w.! ' • 

<»H' and Delhi had Hir'h ’ln‘! 

mnatnhmsly arniind a -ravA pl.,,,, - 1 ,., 
to the waler. (.,vat I, auk. ,,i ,,, , ‘ 
oleanders. a.ft eari,..(., .oul • d. Ii.,h,! . i' 

5!?' :?''"-ide.i iiiu- n.utt, 

A.toss .he waters driltcii li,|Hid ,,1 

mid-sir.,,,,, . 

lunuly [terfunuMd (iu* tluw,^ “ 

Piusentlv, at a iandine .ta-- i ,nli n„t 
l- sln,,.„, arriv,,i .vilhUl., 

)ai,_ inyli-iHu.ped ban;.' aft-'r bai-e 

oiu U) nil _lh« arena I»efure the SniianA e.mrh 

dancers or Ki.f,.r 

em’Sor' f.!";.",;'''"'™ "" Iv »'«! 
asrcars'irr'’'""?^ 



fantastically''"" A?" m, '“S ''.' i. sliiwoi 

character l-,hcto„„,l' r'l!*'" >; 

» courtiers buwet! hnver t«i him 
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with acle{prenc('that sngscstc'd 

hung upon his words. 1 his was only the In st ol 
many such ni.yhts of feastin,i»-. he told them thick- 
ly' each niarkin.y the l>e,pmmnA- "1 new 

whirlwind campai.mi designed to 
some mighty throne. Nothing <'«’”!</ ! ” ; 
neither mountains nor oci'aus. 1 ‘‘'m' 
should tear this infamous Kaja of Ihuiihambhoi 
from his citadid, hang him higli and Imml his 
castle to the ground. Me hade his 
Nasrat Khan iiiek out half-a-do/.en oi tin. 
beautiful of the dancing girls tmu'company them 
inthe campaign, ('ominest. tlu' .luice of the grape 
and soft clinging bodi<>s these 
best gifts to man, lu' declared. He distributed 
rich gifts to the iierformers ; ordered the 
immediate execution of a slave who had spilt 
wine over his couch. Just before dawn he was 
borne to his tent, carried on the shouldeis of 
his fawning courtiers, amid wild eheeimg. 


Along tlie ancient highway Jeaclmg from- 
Delhi to Aimer tlu' army ph)dd«\its dusty way. 
The miles grew heavy on their fee'. 
clouds, blotting Old the landscape, covjed lhu 
troops in a lilanket of Srey, filling their eyes 
and ears, irritating their noses. Ah 
them the land, parchml, 

in the moist heat ])re(XKlmg the o = 

which ’Ala-iid-din had calculated would breuk 
in time to provide supplies of water i 

country .surrounding Ranthamonor. 
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In the broken rniiiij r\ ainiti the Aiwar yr 
tem])()rary relief wa.-. ant.nicti i,x 
tlmnderslonn. !l. etnuiurn.vti \\ li b a' siiarli! 
wind, wliieli raised '■i.-ai i.i!!,,u .,| , 1 , 1 ^, ^ 

rollers breakiiu; on tlModi.a.’. 1 i,..,. with aroil 
of thunder and the blindii! ■. liaiv ,.1 li'.diini'i,' 
tli(^ linnainent serined tii iiiiw ji !i 1 
all in an envelo|>in;; eiin.iiii lit i.iin. itut it aioi; 

passed, to be ivplaerd b\' an .u iiinshlu.ni 
steamy and mupKN' wt in.-n ilnili, ■■AadinlcU 
of dust. ' 


\ / IIW cll OS J V I - I J,. { I t 

Ites, whose inlialntant s bad tli-d ui terror at tlif 
nevvs of their approael, : iu -i niau\- a hin-tm 
fortress, whose .t^arrisniis !u,,krd dinvii annri 
hensiveand inquisitive: over third river-lM'if 
dried tanks, till near!\- two wrrk ^ latrr thf hiuii 
of the colunui Innit jrtt tbioirdi tin- Slate d 
Dhundhar the modern j.iipiir. and took th 
road that leadstothe j.aH., .uid 'oiardian !uiiree| 
of Ranthambhor. 


■ * Mia* 


f>od, what a eoiintiv 
Khan to his seetmd-iii-eomnian.i. 


■ail! I ‘lad 


known^w-^ Khan and .|noir,l this wtl 

known Hindi couplet runeernine it : 

Carrots for fruit, rank weriU for eKf^s, 
And men exposed hehiml : 

Woman with iKiudant .stoma. In., too* 

VVe ve reached Dhumlhar. 1 imd. 
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Ulagh Khan laughed. “ I seem to remember 
another one ; h goes something like this,” and, 
stumbling a little in an unaccustomed tongue,' 
he recited : — 

Bajra cakes in lieu of bread. 

No split-peas but Moth iastead ; 

Huts of leaves and thorns for fence. 

Is this your fine Dhundhar, O Prince ? 

A few days later they entered a storm-torn 
waste of foot-hills leading up to the main ridge. 
Over it and along its crest, seemingly for miles 
on end, were the battlements and towers of 
Ranthambhor, famous in a hundred ballads. 
Up the bare hill-sides, straight as knives, ran 
the outer defences, studded here and there with 
bastions and watch-tow’ers. 

As they got nearer almost under the fort- 
ress, Ulagh Khan looked up at the sheerness of 
rocks, studied with . a soldier’s eye the 
escarpments and rugged casements through 
which fleecy clouds peeped from the high horizon, 
and remarked : ” Our little Alexander the Second 
has set us a difficult task, methinks.” 

“ A well-nigh impossible one,” suggested 
Nasrat Khan gloomily. 

That night the army encamped on the plains 
below, under cover of a chain of outposts. 

The next two days were devoted to a 
thorough examination of the possibilities for 
issault. In the end Ulagh Khan, discussing 
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the situation whirh his n-.-hihI in ruinm i 
said: ‘;jf we've f-vl in ,v.tu. .. (h,. j i;' ;‘™; 
starvation, it nia>' tak<' i\ ni..i,tli ..r 
and we ourselves ina\ have dii!inihi,V'' i 
supply." ' « 


"I agree: it seems ihai -.nine att.'mnfv 
direct assavdt will have to In* tna^h-." ‘ 

Finally it was de<-hied that X.i.r.n ki,,,, 
with picked troops shmild tix tn tlii 

defences at a point when' a '•hurt !i \i l um' i,. 
up to a gate. "But tlinv'- h.u-.lh r.M.iu t, 
swing a cat there." he eumpl.tined. 


That same night, under cuver ut darkiHs; 
men toiled to drag a la-aM- fMtterinc raui ir 
^eep slopes to position in fr.nn ni thr 
Daybreak found them Iumw eiad ian read\ i, 
commence, the a, ssault, A eohi idiie etv\s 

‘he h'll-sicl<> and (l„. plain I,, l.,«. I.-,,,,,,! 

that had been grey and indistitui mnv dn,mp,| 
he garb of _ natural colour ami shap.., Th,,„ 
suddenly without the sliglitrst pivaiuhle, u 

the sL^. m instantlv. .\lmost at 

swSd in 1 falcons pmned Hut. 

was left of ‘'ll "■»' 

were a W Mitshiti 

Sng ■ "fl ri 

hove or maLi^ laytieuti 

mangled, at the hoitoin of the cHH. 
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The attempt at tlin'ct assault hiul failed dis- 
iially. 

There was no other emirse hdi hut t(i reduce 
the fortress hy star\'atio!i, I la, eh Khau decided 
aiul sent oil a llU'ssape to this ellect to tlie 
Sultan. 


VI 

receipt of his hredher’s message 'Ala-ud- 
^ din lost no time in stdting nut from Delhi 
to his aid. 'I'he march was arduoiis and at 
Tilpat h(‘ chadded to rc‘st his troojis and enjoy 
his favourite' recreation, tin* chase. 

After a long day’s sjeort he and his .small 
c'seorl were heni.cdited at a distance from the 
rani]). He dc'cdth'd to bivouac and await 
new day. Ihit in tin* camp his absence was 
causing some- aimdety, and next morning Akat 
Khun, his nephew, with a hundred men of his 
own retinue, went in .search of him. They 
found the Snltan, with one or two attendants 
only, sitting on a stool awaiting game that was 
being driven up to him. 

Akat Khan was on the point of shouting 
ont to him when .suddenly his tongue seemed to 
^o dry, his heart to beat with a strange flurry. 
Ife pulled in his horse and for a few seconds sat 
watching his uncle in his unaccustomed solitude. 
[’nexp(‘et(Hlly an idea sprang full-formed into 
ths mind. Why not kili_ the Sultan and seize 
the throne even as he himself had donel The 
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thought ama/('(i liul (Irli-iitnl liim \vi(li,n,[ 
fnrtlu'r lu’sitiitii)!!. lu' ni'dri-.'il hi ri irhcvs to 
draw their hows. 


The Snllaii dotViulcf! him-.! i! loas i'!v. usino 
the .stool as a slvidd. Hi- hiithhil lu f , ilaniii' 
stood before him and iiiteifi'ptcd Uie arrows 
But one found it> w.w intu tlo' MiUanX slunif 
del and he li-Il io liu' thouiid. \i iiio o* 
arose: “The Sultan's diMd." Akat IHimi lurnh 
and galloiK'd liaek to the eainf. 

Arrived there he held a hurried and infor- 
mal court at which lie annomna-d tlu- Sultan’i 
death and proclaimed hiin>e|l kin-; m hi> stead 
A few olfieers nishl\' eanir liirwar>l and ollcivi 
him tlieii congratulation>. i’ni w hiai lu' attenip. 
ted to enter the royal harem, lie- nenv e.iiitiuii! 
guaids lefused adniissittn tinfi! he di^iuld iini. 
duce his uncle’s liead. 


_Meamvhile stray liorsernen to tlie minihei 
of sixty or seventy had gathered nomd ‘Ah 
ud-din, and dressed his wound. ( tn hi- v,,i\' had 
to the camp he was joined hv otlmr mail hodie 
ot horse which brought his mnnbe, ho to fm 
or six hundred. 


Nearing the camp he a . .-nd. d -mall 
knoll apd cau.sed the rov.il uiniit! ll.i i.i be raiml 
over his head At this sight pani, brokeotii 
among those who had joined .\kat Khan. Thcv, 
who ju.st before had bent vo.iiormn 
now tried to scurry off like frightem-d mire 
But It was too late. Akat Khan was seiml 
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and iiuiiii'ilial fl\ iH-hi-atlfd. Ihr wcit; 

bound in chiiiii:’. 

Tlu‘ ttHliiim id ‘Ai.i titl dill’s omii\ alrM rill r 
^vas ndit'Nfd i»y l!n‘ inuiishiiii'iit «d tin‘M‘ 

urisonors. who wfic |iul lu dratli, a lew ink h 
day, l)\’ daw hislcijiis Ittilnir . W'hrii he was 
juHicicidlv Us ()\ fitHl, Ilf man Itrd mi lu Rant” 
liainbhm'. 

'flu! -iryi- liiiir UiidiT I'lagli Khun was 
still druf;;dn;' "ii. 1 lu- rains had Inatkan |»rovi<l> 
ing uini»lt: waim Im tiu' trmins, hut lirin^^iiig 
with thiiii ItA'cr aiai thsmilfiv. Tin- iiuni wcru 
dispirited and hmed. ‘Ala tiii-din's iirst neces- 
sity was tu intiisf a new spirit inlu tlu-in. This 
ho did l>y raiding neighhmiring tnwiis and 
Ivilluges, and liaadinH twer to the lrou|)S fat 
bunnias to loot and women to rape. 

Kuch das a^ he ‘-at ladure his tent ga/Jng 
up at the stuhhoin fortress above him, his mind 
sought in s ain some svay to hasten its fail. Too 
inucli waiting svas becimring a pain and he 
yearned to in; able to conclude the siege and 
hurry on to pastures nesv. But he suss- no way. 
Ho liegun to hate the line of batticnicnts and 
turrets standing out in murky monochrome 
against tht! Idnt* of heaven. Yet when he 
dropped his eyes from the hills, he hated even 
more the sei rated belly of the wilderness around 
with its stul.by camel-thorn and prickly cactus. 
Cur.se Hamir Oeo for his obstinacy I Curse this 
God-forsaken country 1 
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It was diiriiu; tlif-v .l,i\ m 1 \vatrli(,j 
idleness that two iiinn’ nl In - m j'!ir\v> 
brought to hini jiri unci . Ih,‘y 

attempted to raise the ^laial.nil '4 rrvnlt ij 
Oudh, imt had iHnm uverpciwfinl .md ('aj.tiirf,| 
by loyal l'it‘f-hoki''rs. Ala nd din rast mii- 
look at them and strai dn,iua\ Mid avd tlnit 
eyes to btj cut out. Iheii In- dii i--. c i ht-m [r„|i] 
his camp into the do oil ■ hoKimd. wuh iiiilvjii 
old bawd to guido and orxo thoni. j’jjj. 
bird-witted yonngor nonoraiinii,' ho lopl iij, 
court grimly, '' mu.'t lo.un thai 'M.iiuldii 
and Fcroz Shah ari‘ soi\ du!i loni tvpox) 
Sultan to deal with," 

But hardly had tin ■ roliollani born siij, 
pressed when a Muinti' iom.Ii m iho o.ipitii 
city of Delhi wa^ rfp"i1td. i lio m-w;, cm 
to him one night whon la- w,i iiiing at lii 
wine. He was tiiaal and had inn h-pt wci 
for nights. Roundly Im 'in od I .u m.idi, th 
new provost of Dcllii, tor In bun hi,:; .utdlii 
negligence. Ulugh Klmn inn t o. md put tli? 
revolt down, he derided. .tn»i ■ nt tor liis 
brother. “Teach them .i lo- suii tluo uil! uikt 
long to forget,’’ he told him. \nd m.ike th; 
deaths of all traitors ju'oti.t' tod ,tnd pnMir.” 

Somehow the new^ Ic.ikod out to the arint 
and caused mutteritigs, .\t.in\ ol the rdvi 
had relations in its ranks; oth. i - lu in tk 

news a chance to get away lioin tin lirte.'-iti 
spot, back to Delhi to aid in fpioHue; the revdi 
Were they to stay here for e\ei . grdling in tk 
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sun,r(ii(iii,u ram. caliuj^ wacvilliHl rations 

and’ fuudlin;; tin' ^anif uUl hall (Uunl women 
every lUMid. Id'A roared. I hey wt;re sick to 
deatii of the \shole hiisiiiess that \sas wliat 
they went 1 H the Sultan was ()ir]>area ^to 
sikukI the re-.t onii" life in this hell-hole, let 
iiim: th(‘y wem isot ’ 

But ’Ala lul din was atl.unan! iu his ri'soha-'. 
Once inore he used tie* htit*r> td loot and hnt t() 
still their mm muriiiK '• 'I'hen lii;ht bef-s'ii to dawn 
on the dismal jiifsiteet. Raiimal, nunister of 
the liesiej^ed Raja and a mimljer ot Hindus 
deserted the fortress ami eunm over (o him. 


The>' wen- hrou«ht ludore him, 

“What is the condition of supplies within 
the walls ?’ lie asked them. 


“hood may last sijinetinie, but water is 
runninK low,” they told liim. 

“ Rif'ld. Now Before your desertion is 
discovered, semi two of your men hjick to 
poison th<* remaining water supplies. He 
ftlnrod at them, then added: “And d these 
men fail, you, the rest, shall sutler the 
thousand deaths, lio." 


He sat Back on his couch and smiled with 
satisfai't Ion. “( >ne only has to wait long enoi g 
fur fruit to ripen," he muttered. . It « ^ 
.sanu; old story -someone always willing to play 
traitor 1" 
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A few (luys liUor the f(ir(rcss sinr i 
Kaja Huinir Da) <'aiuc nut and -n',. hi,,?' ?' 
together with the *Mti>!ini.s s .if '! 

They as well as Dan.nai were afonf 
death. It was (iiaracteristie ’\|-i,i,i r “ 
avail l,u.,sdf „f s,.r. i, ,.,s I,| . rail it’ t ,',' ‘‘ 

i: 

for s.:si!|T' 

the women!” Th<> fruoi.s wil , ‘"t" 

fhe^.woraa a„, 
ing 

ITis duty Was to ski))) ih'^ . ■ r ^V\‘' 

delectation. He arrived if f '” * ' ” 

them from committin-- suHe!" 'If' 

ward two (uieens h,r 

their bod.era^":’.|r I,. 

horseflesh. “Over-sneL-L.r} i"! '‘l»P'‘iii.sin|,' 

was the verdict f ‘'f hcllv," 

one yoiing^ drl ‘’>‘'i»ininuUun, save 

Of year.," he a„„™L |“''‘"Pr ' 

Anyone can have the rcit ” u n'-''’ 

girl was led aw-iv cnT+i ^ ^'ihbing 
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was dust : tlu' ai;iini/.c([ xjucalsol tiic dyiiif; aiui 
the lioarsc roar ol tho Muslims was lik<; hrayinf* 
in his cars. Mtui kept Iiurtliiif; in aiui mil of 
houses, sluffint; away loot into tiieir shirts, 
tlnifigiuit sci'caining wonaui liy the arm.. In (»n<; 
little sciuarc stood a hod\' of Hindu nu-rchants 
a-spen and st uiiclied, luuldhal together while 
the killers swirled about them. 'I'hen more 
Muslims roared down ujton tlnuu. and when 
they left and the dust ahatetl, Katur saw the 
dead piled up for tlu> \ ultures and erows that 
were already dro[iping from the skies. 

He eujtjH'd his hands oxer his eyes. 
''There’s something going on over there," he 
tmiinbled, htoking ttjwartls an open space near 
the Mahasati. "1 can’t ({uite make it out: 
better go and see." 

He desc<mded with his guards, wvent into 
;he stn-et. The dust and smoke of burning 
)uildings grated in ins throat. His guards 
)U.shed away through crowds collecting their 
oot. "Way lor tin* King’s eunuch! Out of 
he way! " He jKissed through. 

('lose to the ( hhatries, which marked the 
)lae<i of sacrituag he found an excited crowd of 
oldiers aromul a group of Dancing Girls. 

' What's happening ? " he demanded. 

” The.se girls want to burn themselves to 
leulh. Look, theyVe got the faggots all set.” 
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“The King’s rc(iuii\;nu‘iil.s conu! first. Wav 
for the King’.s Chief liumuii! “ 

Reluctantly they made a pa tli to lot him 
through ; quickly he let liis glance travel round 
the women. “Rring those: two," he eonmianded 
the guard, then asked ; “ Are you going to let 

good woman-flesh burn ? ’’ 

“ No, no ! , only this old hag. \Ve’\-e never 
seen a suttee. The rest wi’'ll keej).'' 

As Kafurleft, he saw llanu's lea| i ui), hoard 
the cracklc of burning twigs, caught afiove all 
the din a incrcing .scream as the Slush ms threw 
the old woman into the blaze. “1 toys will be 
boys,” he murmured and went on. 

It was late when lie started buck for camp, 
burdened with loot and with the tUn'e women 
pushed along by his guards. Already the sun 
had set in a flurry of crimson cloud and in the 
growing darkness a ho.st of .stars wa.s swooping 
down upon the world. Palls of sm. .ke still hung 
over the fortress, lit here and there by dying fires, 
There was the acrid smell ol blood (hat slung 
his nostrils, and the cadent gruaiiiiigs of tho.se 
to whom death had nut yid eonie to release 
from pain. He looked down at tin: twinkling 
campfires, stretching far over the plains below 
and beckoning to him. Cpwards on the 
evening breeze were borne tliehouiids of Baechic 
feasting and revelling. He hurried on, unwilling 
to remain longer in this place of death. 
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Tims oikUhI tlu'sii'.m’ of KantUanihhor. 

VII 

T HIv lout: ma nil bark to Diilii had boKun. 

The annw with the Sultan at their head, 
was strung out iwer tlm iiules, a 1 rave, nspleu- 
(leiit sliow. There was thi' sense of autumn 
heavy in the air, with llie avenmulafed sweet- 
ness Of ri[ienin,n ihinps. The erojis stood 
goldiiift in the luids. Imt not yet reaped. Hen' 
and there a pair of Sarns eraiies, freneh-yrey 
and ruby ea[tped. es’ed listlessly from ainoiry 
the swellin:; -pikes uf corn, the pa.ssint;' hu.sts. 
Lakes w- re still full and frinyed witli the wiiite 
and water' birds. 1 roups ot kiaeilc 

black-fmek bonndeil away as the head of the 
coliuun appi'oaelied. Hut nowhere could be 
seen man or his herds ol cattle. 

i‘he\' pa:>sed b\' buttressed castles: through 
little hamlet-. -deserted by all but the dogs that 
yapped like wiiKes; o\‘er flat dusty tracks, 
and onward' tluoiieh the passes that load to 
the lieh tianr'.etie plains; over rivc'fs now mere 
trickles but deep ill the saiids jiiled uj) by the 
monsoon lloods. ! he Aravalli Hills ran along 
ontlu'irlelt perddently as a beggar-boy, now 
grey, now blue or ■'mouldering in the sunset as 
the das’ wore on, tlu'ir lower slopes clothed 
scantily in the e.ri'eii ot Habul and Ber and the 
yolky yellow <d'’the blossoming Anwal shrvdx 

.\t the head of his troops, riding on an 
eleiihaaf, ‘.Ala-nd-tlin’s body swayed rhythm- 
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ically with the beast’s Ion;” strides. Hour after 
hour his mind sought the answer to a que,stiun, 
Here was he, might\' comiueror, niiglity Sultaii 
of a far-liung kingdom, whirl) seenird .so stable 
so builded on living rock. .\nd vd. no sooner 
did he turn his back than sonu'oiu- tried to .slab 
him there. His face furrowed with deep 
thought; he leant back in (he Imwdali ajid 
gazed up at the sky. Wliat was it tliat \va.s 
wrong with his administration ? 


He had removed bv death or fdiading all 
legitimate claimants to the throne ; luicli new 
aspirant, as he arose, had been put down, 
Still, midaunted by the fate of others, new ones 
kept arising. A feeling of t)i)pi*ession weighed 
upon him. How could he forestall these plots? 


Suddenly he sat bolt-upright. “ Ifspiunage, 
espionage, that’s vyhat I’ve m;g Undc'd ” he told 
Kafiir, who was sitting behind him. “It’s no 
good regarding people just as chattels of tk 
sovereign like dogs and horses. I must know 
what IS going on in their minds.” 


He ceased speaking and let his thoughts 
wander unheard. He would oulist au army of 
informers. They must spy on evervoue. great 

md small ; report to him evrn'v thing of impor- 
ance that they heard. All {hat happened in 
he J^ouses of his nobles and otlh'm's of stain 
must be discovered and reixnial the dav ol 
leir occurrence^ Even the gossij) and 
transactions of the market place must rcacli 
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hisenr. Ami li** u'lnihi jtiuti‘'li Inn-i- nr 

talk witli a scNfniv’ v\!inli u«*ui(l lu.iKn niiat 

afraifl to (*t>nv*T<i> niir witli .iiinfhii. 

P)iit this wa . not fiinn-h. tie tuM Iiiuim-H 
aloud biiiTnwin'! linllti v m llu’ uniti'i (ninKl ni' 
his dis<|uirl. “WiiM'. wiiif.” lt<- mutti'ml. 
'Thnf’s wliaf Inn n|i lnn>;l|f:», •.|iirit'-, 

breeds )>lnl-. and tica -nii. All ilt‘i illaiinii and 
lales nl wini' nul l < \nd I w.ni'l ailnw 

;oeiaI jiatlirrin;','- in ilm liMU-'C- nt tUn mdilt"^ 
vifhniif im ''j.i-ria! --am finn. \n‘ \nr inarriii- 
;(>s lielwi'iai innmhnr-. id t linir iailliliis, wiiifh 
)ind then innnlhnr." 

He lajtM'd inin *dlem n a*‘aiit and >at hi’iMHl- 

iiiS'. 

‘‘Sire", saiti Kafiir in id" e.tr. "Mav i 
make a "U‘'eevi inn ^ ” 

“ Sjieak nil/' * 

"H senii" In nil' tliaS idleness is H>e father 
of (reasnii, I’lnsjMnijw wliieh retie\‘es !nan\'of 
the Here siix' for uiirkiiiR far Hieir liread. leaves 
flieili iei'an'i* In! idle lltnlJijhls and niisrliievnus 
design-." 

" Wiial is Hu* reinmly?" 

■■ Hesptiil nf their riehes all whom you do 
lint know are wnitliy of impHeit trust, and 
drive them to work. Many of the Ifindns. for 
iastanctR ar<* rieli and ever ready to lend 
themselves ft! foment revolt.” 



142 




Thi' Siillai! iint!.i.,l ;,ii a. ,iuir..v,,, i, , 

They nuif un in kii.-iin-, fh,. x,!} ,,, ■ 

thought. nni\ vvhrn thr luaM.a l„ ,,i Mliif 
a suliocatmi^ i-tniaiM. »li>i h,. .1 ,, , 7' 

re\4na,^.t,M>rdcra 

That night. aft.T h.' ha.i ir,l }„. i,,-,,,!' 
l>e(l unchT Hu- >tar-. I 
tha moving lag..uf tin- soutrm , -'ia n*’,' 


tha gentle 


the \vatch-fm.'s. Over thr . ..ni,, 

nimhh^ of sjeein etisNini.r- m,! ii, < , 

Sr:7,.;T"7;,,"'' i'i“^ '-'''it 

'i'i' 

proi.i™, lik,, "y p ..it,,,, i„i,i. 

quarry 1 .) k,v, "V '"""'‘j'l in 

told himself' ^>{l„.v'ii ! ha‘it,"hf 

cine. I’ll tii'rn ffi O-- '‘7' 1“ nieill 

hell.” A sweet ■' P’Tci'd 

he was asleep, 

were talking softlv j, ’ *5“'' '''•iitrifs 

reveille hadWt yot s nn.mT a- hut 

n the distance^nma^*! *** ■ ^‘*’‘'111 '-nniewlMTi' 

ackal and anansSLrre “ 

^ on arowwly, watching the black 




Ml 




ap|)oint('«l am! iimtni. t,.,l j,. , , 

prMexl fhal . uu!.! hr .1, . 

«av(' in fil(‘ hull.r.,. h! l,.u „ ! 1*'“^""' 

whom ihv Siiltaii iih' t.,, j 

I.asth- ‘Ala litl tliu if.,,,,,,! . 

Iawsa,{-amA ihr Ijin.iu.. hi if,, 

Iffly I.y mison ni thru- i , h 
of tli(‘ Wvalth maitv ..t tlt. !n 

hiw'-tnrhni, ; v py 

nan: "Hmliisi,; 

"The Himiii h.-mliuns ..n,. , .1 
POTO'ntai-c on i.-vnim- <•.. r '-‘‘"/‘Moywii 
Hindus and , 1 ;.;; ; 

w''re inclined to sliilj p, jI' p' 

I'ooror hr,‘(lir».ii t!,r l.iif.i , ' of tbifi 

thomsoivos 1."-. I, 'yy 

p'»’R«i III’ 

m proportion to ihrir it, "Jiotildjiaf; 

none was to |«. },.f( mih *'** '« 

nde on a horse/io fiinUe 

clothes, or to pnt,u> aim*,, p, wear nV!' 
The government^ War ' 'f "f life 

^thalf the S' ± was to 

dues were levied on r'li}}’ '“*/ ^“’•'Vv graanji 
Jho officials and clerk n, * ' "’ “T’*' 
these harsh laws wen, ri* ’** 1 *’*’*'’^ ’‘^hninister 
^Hempt to leSd t and ® 

punished. Hinduf/Kr '‘T’'"'** 
were reduced to one rilll/ff *“•** ***** hitigdoi 
'Misery, or, if them wpm* **'''‘* "f poverty aii>{ 
oitie^t +!.«.. anotl^ *’1*1 ' '^"*’**’ h* ^ 

*t was that w 
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to convrrsf in jniitlir * ^j„„, ,, 

undnnu'alh l!ii‘ inmiuunii:; "irw \t’ !' 
fhal lh»-sc ttniinanri-v v.-.'ntrii J 

tu hav-nlil , 'a!';,! 1 !T 
Mesh and liiiMiti cniilil nui t.uid t h. -.r riMir'-''! 
and w.vadiims !.,\vs unn h thrvdlvl 2 

Ixdtei dir Ihaii Miticr ■ ii, h indi 

It was Oa/i Miadii- u.i dui, ..nr uf t!i(. k 
eedrsiasties sfdl frr.jn,.„tun; il.r .„url A 

stood fonvan! tu rhaiuj-i., 11 thru , .,1,^,.. 'j,- 
essly the old man aj.jir.urd l.rluir the Sult'ii 
and voiced their mievanee , ‘ 

Do you think I liave exeerded inv ri«hi 
\» Pa.S,sin/4 these t.,us .,,,,1 i,„lnnnm 

demanded 'Ala nd. din daikh . ' 

Sire," replied the t i.i/j "i’eilruK it .,n 

^VC both tiJ and tiouhlei^ 

at the i xpense of my own runs, i'mee," 

‘Have no fear, jiroreed.'' 

they"t?eTf rlglirlr "i"'”; 



"Go on." 

u!', J,v"‘ "l 
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"But, great heavens, the enterprise was 
entirely my own. Why, no one had ever heard 
of the place till I decided to attack it.” 

"Nevertheless, part of it should have gone - 
to the array, and a share to the public treasury.” 

“The army got a share — all that I’m going 
to give it, anyhow.” Then angrily : “And what 
nonsense is this about the public treasury? 
Why, I wasn’t even Sultan at the time I sacked 
the place.’ He paused, then added; "And 
what other grievances, real or imaginary, do 
you come to represent ?” 

The Qazi rose from his seat, retired to the 
place reserved for suppliants, touched the 
ground with his forehead and cried: Your 
Majesty may slay or blind me, but I declare 
that all these punishments, inflicted for breaches 
pf the new ordinances, are unlawful and unairt- 
iorized either by the sacred traditions or by the 
writings of orthodox jurists.” 

’Ala-ud-din rose and retired without a word. 


The Qazi remained trembling for a 
then he, too, left the hall. At hoine he set is 
iffairs in order, bade his family farewell and 
prepared for death. 


On the following day he was summoned ^ 
he Sultan. To his surprise and infinite rebel 
le was well received. - - 

hank you for ® 
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Hi’ sniili'il :uiii liailr tin- nld iiiait sil 

him. 

_ Soon he iYmliiuiril : ii ha . n-‘\ cr hivumv 
(lesin* to rulo in\‘ iifujlc r\) i-jti m aaninhuff 
with the law rtt l-laiii. Ihi! th.ai i aihulciifp 
ami ilisolirilicnro i niitiiri nil- ai iiiiif . In ri‘siirt 
to |)unixlunt‘nt> ul' in\ ow n tha nou:'." 

Then lie rewanliHl tlit- na .'i w ith a lm,t;ti! 
}>old and ilisinissed him. 

But^ lu'ople uotieed iliat tioia that liiitp 
prosecutions nmler tfie now mduiam <•, 
fewer, and punishnii-nt-* le:-> hai-h. .'tiid'lhn' 
blessed Ihi' ()a/.i foi‘ hi*^ 1 1 >111 .t a*. 

IX 

QH( H ^was the atniospliere in inlhi whoi 

Balji Miigal, minister .imi ensia I'xtni. 
ordinary of Rawnl 'samat 'siiiah i.f M.‘\\nr, 
arrived tlu're on his missiun <it pcaie. 

He reached the end ot his Inim juunirv liitf 
one afternoon. Stilt, wearv amt l.ei;inninM t< 
feel chilled by the winlr\' hierA- that to 

M'lf tfi it; 
ill eagerli 
ah'eady a 
i'eatftil foi 
plticeeiltt' 
il and tf 
the Itawl 


setting, he and his small esrort 
the nearest serai. Thev found tin 
polyglot assemblage of travellers, 
the shelter of warm walls, the i,ar 
dei-surely to prepare the e\-ening i 

S freedom 'ir..; 

ships of the road. 
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'lh<‘ juuriic)' liiui uiirvfuilul , otti-H 

deadly nHinutnntiUN. Sitliiu^ tiuur aiifj hour, 
day afti'i" (l<i\ . • h‘,Uf4''‘l in iii> bullot k tlrawn 

carriaf^c, l>alji had touiul tlu' iuil<> ht'.ux on 
Jiis spirit. r>ut ho liad l oiitrix o<l to v(.i\ o oil 
complflo horodoiu hy ri'Uiindiii.u tiini'’olt. that 
notolton did tho opjiiui iiuiiy <d \i''itin.r! a hi }4 
city couu* lii> \\a\ . Ih' wouhh ho pituiiixal 
hiiiis('H, luako up in lii lhi loi all lu; had >ufhu'od 
in tiu' yottinp tlmo, h.ai h time In'- thoii^^hts 
d\V(‘ll oil tlu' aiiijih* IuikI-' with whioh ho had 
been pKA'idod, a satistiod sniiio played at tlu; 
Corners of his loose muiith. l'.\aT\ ihiiif^ was 
Set for a ,uoo(l time oiu'o this aeeursod humping 
iiid jolting was over. The oourtesaus of iHdhi, 
lie nnisoii. wore tamous all t»ver the h.usl; 
Pulnptuouslv lie eonjtired up in Ins mind 
Dictures of their eharms. himself the amtral 
agurt‘. ‘I’lieu, too, he iiad heaird that those 
foreigners won* oxpoiuuits of many and strange 
“rotieisius. ! ie woidtl .sample them all. 

By the burden td the work entrusted to 
aim, 111' felt in no way opj>res.sed. He had 
lecepted the post of envoy partly because its 
.mportanee tiekled his vanity, but more speciii- 
:ally bceuu.se iustiiiet told him. that m all 
iiolitical aetiuu there are pickings to be had. 
With the object of his mission he had no quarrel. 
War, in liys estimation, was a puerile, ridiculous 
feature of life which only fools indulged in. 
How it had come to mss that his Rajput 
naster had shown this present rash oi 
.iitelligence was not cl«ftr ‘h^t certain y 
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vhose fact; was lli> vfnw'oiis 

Msin^^s had lit a llamo <»f wln^h was 

coTclma him. hi one strwd a turn'd pnnp 
hini and offorcd to U'ud lam t<. a 
ioiisc of i>leasare. With an attort ho dinhuK 
the immediate sugK<*sti(>n l«d Kave 
liis address, instnirtinK him to M-ml son a molt, 
fforthv afloat with whom h.> eouhl disaiss 
business He rt'W'ardecl the pimp with a 
mimificent'c that was intemled to impress upon 
him, that only the l>est would l»« aeeeptahU tt> 
its donor. 

The next dav he summoiietl a scrihe and 
with his helii prepared ft>r the eunueh J^afur a 
letter in llowery Persian. It announted his 
arrival, reminded the eunuch of their past 
acquaintance and asked for an ‘j 

soon as possible. 'I'he letter was signed c ^ 
sealed; the messenger sUnxi 
delay occurred. Balji coidd not make up his 
mind as to the value of the pr^nt wjHch slmuld 
accompany the letter, U he sent little, he 
might prejudice his mission at the mit • _ 
he sent much, more would be 
Finally he entered in his fcwunts a 
sum, invested about half m the 

silks and brocades for Kafur^, and j ■ ^ 
balance to pay for the de^hts ^ 
himself that night. Then he the 

thought that he had siivad iW^actoruy 
difficult problem. 
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Nearly half-aii-hour pansed in general talk 
before Kafui, who felt that by now it was time 
;o know the other’s business, said casually: 
'You mentioned some important state Inisincss 
11 your letter, I think." 

“It is of a ratlau' confidential nature, I 
fear,’’ the otluu' repli<‘d mysteriously, “intiuided 
for the .Sultan’s own ear.” 

“ I set' Hut I thoiif'ht you said you 

wanted my help.” 

“ 1 do. I want you t«) arrangt; for nu’ an 
interview with His Majesty.” 

“Unless 1 know the business, that may be 
difficult. 

Halji remained silent fora time. Finally 
lie said: “Well. I don’t know why 1 .should not 
confide in you,” and told him the facts. 

At the end tht‘ miiiuch nodded. He seemed 
to be considering the subject. Then he gave 
liis judgment: 

“With the Sultan craving for further con- 
piests, our ideas may be difiicult to introduce.” 

“Surely there are richer lauds still left to 
:unquer Hum Mewar,” suggested Balji. 

“Isn’t Mewar rich?” 

Balji laughed. “Poor and unlovely as a 
loselcss hag.” 

“ No State jewels?” 
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X 

A FTliK Ikilji had Ud't tlu* eunuch rciuaiaod 
for some time stmk in thouj^ht. So this 
princess, who was inspiring the singt'rs of the 
day, was a real person! Till now ho had 
imagim'd she was mythic. It si'emed to him 
that in Ihdji fat(' had pro\ i<l(’d the key of a 
long-locked gate, leading to the garden in which 
dwelt that superlative additum to the Sultan’s 
harem he had so far sought in vain. 

Itut flow to reconcile a proffered treaty of 
peace witli an intend<‘d rape of Padmini? One 
could liardly sugg<‘st that she he handed over | 
as the price of peace. 'I'hat would be altogether ! 
too crude, if not actually })oor .strategy. 

He rmuaiued deejdy meditating this incor 

ill 
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TIk; <“nnut h it'iion'd this shir <>ii his !.;<‘neral 
icnovvl(’(ls4i‘ : in any rasr his mind was conam- 
trated nil other matters, (ienuinely perlnrlMal 
at his master's attitude, he sai<l. a little 
petulantlN’. 

“Hut. Sire, the task you've set nu' to 
find you tiu* lo\'eli(‘st woman in the land ■* IS'e 
found her and lunv yon nduse to help me 
brill, if lier to your eoueli.” 

“Have yon seen her ?” 

“No hut every })oet in India is aerlaiminfi; 
her jieerless Iveanty." 

“ Ibdi : all poets are romantieists, .XnywaV: 

the matter routined strii’tly to tite politieal 
issues. Talk things over with Balji and eome 
and sec* me* again in a few days’ time.’’ 

Kafur ri'tired erestfallen. Now he had two 
ohstac'h's to surmount, he told liinisclf ruefully - 
the Sultan as well as Balji. “Better first find 
out definitely what’s in that Magar’s mind.” 
Ill' mumhh'd into his beard, and despatched an 
invitation to him to dine the next evening. 

'I'he (‘iitertainment — 'Balji was the only 
guc'st was on a lavish .scale: the food wa.s rich, 
the wines choice and varied. After dinner, 
when well mellowed and the mere fact of iinisli- 
ing a drink luul come to .seem a good excuse 
for filling the cuphagain, Balji became expansive. 

“ How's the b»5me» he asked his 
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pretended to l)r en'*ross(*d in seleiiiiiii; a sweet- 
meat fruin a larm* ass«>rtij!cut at his side. 

The mists lie^an to rlear in ISalji’s mind. 
Up to this nionnait the possihihty of making 
profit out of Uadmini's pood looks had ne\’('r 
occurred to him. Hm attitude to th<‘ whoh* 
busiiu'ss had hoen oppiort unist, hut beyond a 
msolvi' to pnd'it in some way lie had framed no 
lefinite plan. 

‘d presunn* yon have some* {ilan ?” he asked 
it length. 

“Yes, ami ipiite a simple one that i.s 

er...siin[)!e, if yon agree to play vour )>art.” 

“Let’s bi’ar if." 

“Your Kawn! asks for jieaee. The Sultan 
igrees. I'he kawnl, hilled into false security, 
i.s .suddimly attacked. Von open the gates; we 
enter ami si i/e the Princess, (‘onld anything 
lie mon- simple ?" 

“.And what df» I get ?" 

“What’s ymir {iriee?" 

“h'iv e hundred clinars down and a thousand 
more when the Prince.ss is in your hands.” 

“A trith' too high, I fear,” said Kafur, 
remimtlxTing that lu* had been bought for only 
a thousand and unwilling that anyone should be 
bought for more.” 

“Well, that’s my lowest figure.” 
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1 ** ortl''rtHi uliiuptlV' *incl ci littl(^ 
later fell aslfi-p to a suii.u of jias^ionute love. 

His ina jor <loitio \vt>kt- hint up. 

"Shall I seiul these .twirls auav ? " 

"Shwat !;urs'^" His hea<l was iKHldin.u 
uneasily, his ry<'s were half sViul and his lonynu' 
failinj,; to answer his lu’ain. 

"I'he eumieh’s.” 

‘ ‘ \’esh si lend way .... • presluail ...... 

Imt sluiot lot> shiiuieli sliee? " 

A inenu)i\' secrtu'd tit siuite him : he sat up 
with a jerk aiul shouted at tht* retreating S'Hs. 

‘‘Iley! shiud the eiever one. Shhring 

lier l.aekl 1 'm going shleep with hei .” And 

he grinned auiiably. 

Half an hour later the Circassian woke up 
tilt' uiajor-domo. 

‘'Ht''s puked his bed.” she announced 
prosaically. 

"Hirtv beast 1 Never mind, get in here. 
He pulled’ 'aside tht' bedding and moved over 
nvitingly. 

“All the same to me, but sure you’ve not 
leen drinking, too ? ” 

"Not a tirop.” 

■ t ♦ ' * 


lialji awoke with a mouth dry 
kiln, a tliroli which seemed to strike hammer 
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ftp aiul (In* M't'Miid, that ati a.urt'rnu'nt. 

whcH'bv yo'ir fimiu fia-ls asHuu'tl of a long 
mell of itnnuinit\‘ iroiti attiu k. i" the tiiu'st 
wssiblo jiivpanitioji iur an assault (h*Mi4«u‘{l 
■() tala' bba b'*' "H! pi riio luosi (liuuior- 
u'adwl tartiri.u) would aMi*-i* to tliis lattor 
mijiosiiioii. 

hi the Sultau’s [ifosout statu of uliud, tin* 
liird stop was uoi 14*'”*^ to ho so siniplo. It 
iccossitati'd tmplauiiup in tliu Sultan such a 
iiirniiiit dosit'o lor Padntini as would o\tn 
lalanc'' bis do* larod pririoijdo novor to mix 
lolitios and passion. And what a miiniious 
irinoipio ! \Vii\ tho vorv nature ot passion 
;as lliat il ontiid mis iiitimatoly anywhon*. 
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Before taking leave Kafur received 
instructions to draft a letter of agreement tO‘ 
the Rawul’s proposal and to have it ready' for- 
signature the next day. He returned: horneiin. 
m exhilarated and vivacious mood. Every- 
hing was going, he felt, in the best; Kafurmn 
tyle, ' ' 

Then he sent for Balji. 

“Well, my friend,” he told him when the 
two were closeted together a little later, “things 
are going well. The Sultan will sign -an 
acceptance of the Rawul’s proposal tomorrow.’’ 

Balji felt his heart beginning to beat fast,' 
He had had all day to think matters over, and 
by now was filled with alarm at the prospect of 
the part he had’ agreed to play. 

Kafur, sensing what was going on in the 
other’s mind, asked chafhngly : “Not trying to 
back out of the bargain are you ? ” 

“N... 0 : ” replied the other, “But it won’t 
be easy.” 

“Nothing is ever easy that is worth doi* 
:ommented Kafur sententiously, thej 
‘But think of the good time you will be able 
:o have with those fifteen hundred dinars. . 

’ Baljf s eyes reflected , rtHe, avarice ' in . his 

leart. “Well, I’U do my-1>est ”' he confirmed. 

‘ 1 '-' 

“By the way, one' Kafur told him 
inally. ' “When youi^^^%i^ .tlie Sultan and 
eceive the letter.. make any 



I'AKNSIM 


I (»() 


.ibuut ih,- I'nijr. ... f 1 , , 

J'ars listniu),!,. .U ruuit, , -1,1,1 fhi 

‘-trirdv ,1 IV, j, , '* t 

.Vltan a,,,! |,,, ^ a, I"''., >'> 

i-n i 

''''"'"‘'"'■■'"■''"'■'•■"I I 

-A * 

J wu(iav.'> l.iii'i i; iiii ,, , 

Wore fhrSiilt.in. j,;' 
or lusuM- with a i.i,'., ,11'' ",“*""' 
f {ir-vva.!!,,;; 1 

^hist swelled uiili i,n,i / / liij 

tliruuKli tht> sir, .,•<?> |t,-iv,n' *' 

‘ill. oiiu!, !}i* aduunuM ua«<ol 

‘onchutad ‘r * 

before enUTini: ! " '"’'b'H.v. 



his legs^ crossed : tii,.,.,. ", ‘‘ ‘"'“t 

behind him and on {,„|| ■ , -“ 'ued m,arti> 

s Jow obeisaiKv •tlm T' * ’** ^ 

of tmyst wS ;’u. .1 

l^hawls, some jeweira "■ 

tnnkets-~giftH ' 

M and set before the Hir ** . « cri* !trirti|’}i! 

^ern a careless glance ail'l* ' ^ thra 

g^eat worth.? ^ ^ «eim,rkr(i -‘Of m 



(IKlUiN BANNKK 


167 


Sir(‘, said Balji nervously, for he was 
responsiljJe for llu-ir selection, "Mewar is but a 
poor State, but my master trusts vou will 
acce[)t th(!S(‘ trifles as a token of his frieudship 
and esteem for you.” 

es. I'll ac.c'ept them and return gifts, 

of 0 (iual value.” He waved his hand for a 
servant to nmiove the (rays, then continued: 
“I have heard all you have told Kafur. Is 
there anything you woidd like; to add ? ” 

”N(», Sire, at least I cannot think of any- 
thing at the moment." 

•‘Well, here's my reply to ycnir master. 
Present it to him with inv compliments and 
such gifts as 1 shall select later to .send him. I 
sii])pose you will be returning to Mewar at 
once ? ” 

‘‘Asa matter of fact, Sire,” jmt in Kafur 
hurriedly. ‘ 1 think our friend is worn with 
many days of tra\'elling, and would like to 
recup(;rate fur some little time, before setting 
out again." 

‘‘By all means .stay,” agreed the Sultan, 
“as lor^ as you wisli." Then indicating Kafur 
with his thumb, he added : “You will be this 
gentleman’s guest for the period.” 

Once again out of the palace, Balji gave 
vent to a sigh of deep relief. He had made a 
handsome profit on the purchase of the gifts, 
and had got away with it., Then thoughts of 
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fuliu'S, ialrr sfllinK thcjii potions brewed of 
antcutcr’s llcsh and guaranteed to restore 
virility or to euro dist;ases l)orn of lechery. 

Kufur’s ol)j(H-l in pandering thus to Balji’s 
viciousness was twol'old. Firstly, Ins own plans 
needed time lor their pt'rfeeting, so Balji must 
remain in Dt'llu. to 1)(> at hand when required. 
Secondly, he suspe<'ted that Balji was nervous 
Df the part lie was east to play : .so Iiis thoughts 
must lu; distracted. But at times, even with 
his soiU'd background of (‘.xpericnce, he felt 
iiausea at the thought of condemning youthful 
jeauty to the embraces of this unattractive 
ind middlt‘-aged guest. He could picture 
Balji’s smallpox ravaged face, his ragged 
noustachec!roo])ing over Ins large, loose mouth, 
lis drunken lecherous grinning. .‘\t such times 
le spat volubly to ease his disgust. 

At tluj end of a week Kafur asked Balji to 
all on him. There remained two matters 
:oncerning \vhi<-h he retjuired information— the 
»ate of Chittor that w’ould be the easiest to get 
)})enerl, and how Balji could communicate 
vith him from inside the fori. 

Balji, faced with the necessity for giving 
i definite reply, .said he would have to decide 
he first matter after the attack had actually 
ommcnced. 

“What w'ill not a goat eat, or a fool say? ” 
ommenfed Kafur with beat, and then ex- 
lained : “The whole idea is that the attack and 
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till' uj«*tllli.u t*f !lir j„, , 

ily plan i«. !tii !h*‘ .jiiuv !,( hnj,. 
‘listamv nit aiul ih.-n tiiakr a fn,v..,! , L .J®' 
huouas Uf |).-ai fla- ;;al.' h, uprH." 


f HI _i;iatj Kitlltin, \|(U iiiiU' call \iiit 

lluuu a VMa].).f<l roiiw 

a stuiu* u\t‘r tile wail,” ® 

~;;y:;ry,:r 

Halji cniisitlmHl fim tur a linu' anr 

tlitai said tiiifasi V -S i-s it,..,.. , ' ® 

that, hut. ■' ^ a .lacflilK 


"Wei!, it’s bfhrtv ih,. Tiait.a’s W'iiiduw," 
Kafur laughed, 

have to HlJr Well, vou'll 

ieprSSd 'rrK'' ,.'r 

reference^ to the * ' h»s urrves. and tte 

ttouWiirf ” “*** **^'*‘*’* 

V - ' , ' i Mm, as always at .such 
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he turn('(i to his gods aiul soviglit to buy their 
aid. visitt'd a tom|)lo -and made a burnt 
offering to Kali; ho sent th<‘ gift of a goat to 
Mataji; bt;g%B'd a oliarm from a Sadlui and 
rewarded him with gold. Thon lu^ drank deep 
and for a tinu^ lorgot. 

Two days la tor lio sot out u})on his return 
jounu'V. but not Indoia' another omen had 
brought him to the vorgt! of a nervous break- 
down, 

lie had uotioo<l tho Sultan pass ui>on his 
great tusked i'lo|)hant. Alum (loraan, The 
Arrogant of tho Ifarth. b'olluwing the crowd, 
he found himself outside the palace walls. A 
space had boon oloarod in the centre of the 
crowd and the Sultan was sitting there high up 
in his howdah. Two men stood before him. 

“What’s happening ?” BaIJi had asked. 

“Alum (Ionian is about to trample two 
prisoners to death,'' he was told. 

“Who are they ?’* 

“Traitors." 

Baiji had fled from the scene as fa.st as his 
shak}- legs could carry him. 

xin ■ 

^^TT'S a most extraordinary thing,” observed 
the Sultan to Kafur one evening, “but 
all the sing(‘r.s you have been providing for me 
lately have only one theme for their songs.” 
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Oh:” replied the eunuch. ‘'I’m 

iT Present on everv ni 

What IS that theme ?” . ^ 

“The Princess Padmini.”, 

"Quite a coincidence, isn’t it ?” 

“Yes quite: that is unless they have u. 
acting under your instructions, KafurT ^ 

“Your Majesty,” said Kafur wi'fi, ■ 
ease, his head slightly on one sidr ■ 
Majesty surely can’t think that! You W 

fh7 ®!^P®^^^®^tal are professional musician 
the world over.- They would never tolerTteS 
ion of that nature from me or anyone.” 

“But T Sultan agreed quietly 

But I find this incessant harping on that 1 S 
d.a™s s„„.ewhat perturbinf tlmy 


thought* to WmS/’’ to 'Work, Kata 

thatnkht Prepared- to go to bed 

Se7i. '“'“■>'1 o«rdo it," he 0 .^ 

simple’* revrhoT- recognition of tit 

S alhJ that, if vm 

a heavyinLV-StK eructations after 

schemes of contrived 

^eh in turn discard 

o§sly. complex. Once, 
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in (iesiH‘r:ili(Hi, lu- rtHisiilti'd ‘ Ktcnial 

Springtinif ( )iif( ir. and lu-r had been 

;i;lov(''i'Iiiltiv made fn -ru the flaws and droppings 
of an owlot Ixiitfd at full-moon to tho acfoin- 
paiiinnait oi iiu aidations, ifut. Kafur kiuw thn 
Sultan ato no loo<! oximpt tliat cuol^'d by a 
slave who wu'' iiiforniptibh*. in the end fate 
bad ])lav''d into his bauds in the shape of a 
Iravelline, luin^ln 1. wlio. at a trial ol his talents, 
sang to Kafui tinasked a lav ot the lovely 
I’aciinini, and agreed to eiuniiose as many more 
;is were neee'-saiv lor a sum. 

As f(»r 'Ala nd dim his jaded palate ever 
lenumded new and strong ilavours.^ He saw 
niite t'h’arly Katurh- hoi»k in this utlair but yet 
-ould iu)t Ivelp nibbling at the Isait. He became 
uigrv with luniselt lor what lie felt w'as weak- 
u‘ss. and \ oweii uion- than once to take astrong 
iue with the eiinueh. lint anon there drifted 
lack into his mind this haunting refrain from 
he niiiistrers -ong; “Padmini, }>ink as dawn, 
jenlU' as curling wave’h And resolve evaporated 
ike (lew before the rising sun. 

IdnalK be Muight excuses for his mental 
dravings. 1 lad not h<* agreed to peace with the 
Rawnl with the very intent of making easier 
,h(‘ suck of ( hit tor? And, if in the process, he 
taint'd this woman of his dreams, what harm : 
‘Ah ! " said an inner voice, “that hiust come 
ater. 'I'he Mongols are becoming bolder with 
tach month. I* von now they are raiding your 
lorthern provinces. Beat them first, sounc y, 
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NfH'uiv yonr frunli.-r-.. ,uhI i!,,.., \'.m nmv thini. 
<ii i hilitir, Atnl "M It ' (l.tllit'ti, uiiili*ci(U.'ji 

l-urthfr .( 11(1 fiirnicr .njith rauieci the 
Ahnij-id lu.i'ili-., lan.inir .tlanocd “m 

wa'. Udlhiii.i; tlicir ).ru..r,J 

}if()ji!f askcti. ' ' ■ 

it \v.(s ih.* t,l(l (iiii \vi,| 

(mw iiiiirf I'aim* nii} tu » thiar ciinsi', 

W ht'u 1(1' had st.(t(*f| Ids iasc h(>f()r(( thi 
tliroiK', Ala-tid-diti iom' iij*. his fat j. livid ^itl 

nige, 

_ “\^'ill none tif vdn dtj jtistivj' for me o: 

this intvrfvrmt; laicst'" he thing .it his coiirtieB 

'.'■‘-'i and slashec 

um With a razor. Aimthrr "taldn'di him witl 
a packing needle. 1 1 was tlm Suitaii's own son 

hv tliiowing tlu'ok 

nun to ho tnunplod hv .in cfophanl. 

i"*”*' t’l'umph'ti hotlv was being horm 
away for burial, followeti l>y a c rowd tiKtshotict 
t«'vail. there sprang up oni 
of taestonnsthatui India darken the- iioomkij 
grew hhiek and riven; and! 

aJigfniOT th6.kiUbi|‘^f this Wthfal 
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And some months later, when the monsoons 
failed so utterly, that, from the Punjab west- 
wards through Rajputana and Guzerat right to 
the ocean’s shores, the land remained one vast 
and thirsty dust-bowl, the calamities that 
followed w'ere held to be God’s retribution for 
this dastard crime. 

Where food for man, fodder for beasts and 
water for both were unattainable, plans for 
;ampaigns became mere idle dreams to be 
hlfilled only in some dim and future period of 
:ime. ’Ala-ud-din’s life through all this time 
of waiting was ruled by a sense of utter 
frustration. He refused to listen to his minister’s 
plans to still the clamour of his starving people— 
he just ignored them. Black-pinioned, para- 
lysing, the news flew through all the land that, 
in their dire extremity, no help could be expected 
from the Sultan. He had gone mad, men said. 

And then came news that the Mongols had 
withdrawn, across the Himalayas, to meet 
invasion by yellow hordes upon their own fair 
lands and homes. Thus to his tortured mind 
was added the maddening knowledge that, but 
for this famine, the way had opened, almost 
miraculously, for the attainment of what by now 
had become an over-ruling passion. 

Kafur’s experiment in psychology had 
succeeded : only f oo well. 

Autumn passed into winter, cold and sere. 
Once ’Ala-ud-din left the palace to mount a 
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horse and gallop out into the open cnrr- 
beyond. He rode head down and heels orr- > 
tight to his horse’s flank, as if in desperateegS 
to escape himself. But the sights and smells tb 
assailed his eyes and nose, and the floatt 
bloated corpses of those who in their tormen 
had sought relief by drowning in the river, dro’« 
him back to his retreat, where for hours on ewi 
he sat bent,_ brooding and delving in the dart 
of his disquiet. At other times he would drin'i; 
deep, or seek forgetfulness in acts of frenziei 
passion But so lowering had become his miea, 
0 harsh his moods that before him his womeii 
qua.iled and in their sullen matings he found 
no joy but only further weariness of spirit For 
him. It seeined, time simply refused to move 
and ever and anon he would pass a hand aero? 
hm^brow trying to wipe his throbbing thought; 

air warm billows of 

iiiP- nrar,^^^ to him the scent of sun on blossora- 
the pomegranate trees. Soon would 

this moment be arriving. Bin 

perforrp realization— he mus 

SiDp^S' so that: 

the 

himself together suSci. 
arrival. , Penny he awaited their 
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“I have (ha'idrd.” ht* aniuHincod to them 
almost ixdorc they had rompltdod (h(‘ir obeisan- 
ces, “to marc!) on Cliittor^arli iinnn'diately after 
the burst of the monsoon. " 

have to wait till tlie {.-rass grows,” 
his lu'otluT nunindotl him, “for there’s not a 
bundle of ha\- for the horses to he found in all 
the land.” 

“rni awar<‘ of that." 

“if Your Majt'sty is considering the .strength 
of the force lua'di'd." said Kafur, “I think I 
have stune information that muy help you 
deride I ha t issue.” 

“Speak on.” 

“Does h'our Majesty remember the Mewar 
mvoy. Ifalji 

“\’es : what of him ?” 

“He is readv to open the gates for us 

fur a ('onsi<h‘ration, of <’our.se.” 

“1 low much?” 

“.\ ludtry three thousand dinars, payable 
d once.” 

“A high price, I .shouklsay/’ 

“Not weighed against the help he can give 
iiKl tile spoils that await, perhaps Your Majesty 
dll agr(‘c.’' 

The Sultan nodded. “Well, let it go, but 
' hope he can be trusted.” 

“ I’m hoping so, too.” 
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H*' (Inink sparinmh' tlint evening and ate 
with a relish unknown lor many a day- nneii 
Salani a n.‘W arrival in Delhi came into 
sing, he aski-d her if sln‘ knew any songs about 
tlirihineess Padinini. 

‘■('la-tainlw V<tnr Majesly. ^ 

have had the lionnur of singing before her anci 

her lord.” 

The Sultan felt his lieart begin to ra('e. 

‘‘You’ve semi her! You know her!... Come 
sit here bidore me and ti'll uk* all you know. 

*' What ean 1 sav eNce|>t tliat earthly beauty 

),:b n«vr inal.-li.',! IutS. S" y<,,.'.s no l.mcan 
portray iitoro lluin a sliadow of lu i < 

“And hm' huslmnd? ” 

“A veritable Sun of the Hindu.s.’ 

|i,„h Ml to silonco but at 

linirl iH-Ktin b. K»a'v a ranker-worni of jealousy. 

liis eountenanee grew tTouded. ^ ,, i 

“Sine nu‘ a song about the Princess, he 
aid at l.Yth, " but lot there l>e no mentwn of 
her lord." 

Then Catalaui sang: 

Day mtty not come. Padmini, while you 


•Still (larkne.ss '’■'oodeth o’er the dewy lani 

Scentless the rose that has not known your 
All nafure listless waits for you to wake ’’ 
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1m; thnuii.h fh,. •, 

_ \'nn srcjt. ■’ ‘ ' ‘‘ii We sj 

Hlik ;i> I hr dawii. ‘nil f I, . . v 

rt‘jtiii'r, '**1 llic eai'f] 

An<I spriu.Mi, hir.i su„.. ipK ,, 

XIV 

'J'Hh; mimsouii l,r,,kr n\rr Drllii ; , 

vvrrk oi l uirnits c ” ' f*' I*''*! 

wash tin* In,uir|ra„,.i Wl to: 

Jumna rose i„ ^,,-, 1 ,. Tlw 

for nitlfs „n cvii h sid.' d ‘'Vi 

Morning and rvniing uusL ^ 

waters to shrmui tlm ' n t 

among the trn,>p,s and riti,, ,;,. out 

force tha^r!^/h,VrrI(|Vd‘'*- * if' 

“^muposc Ins a f r,h fr 

come what may.- la-guming „f' .\nn,^ 

Singer, began < afalanktli,. 

Ala-ud-din’s insatiahlo t , r logetlier, 
ladmmi had oUen alxiu! 

S,t“2 l^l’-irations Sl,.^ ! I';';...""'"''’'' , "» 


rhihtary preparjjijyj^j. . y‘* ’'** wonder; tlie 
changed wonder to susiiiri/r'' .?"* .'wcryvvhen 
hearing a chance remarV m i i "'as iner 

of “»• oiher»" « 
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"Taki- tliis l)a54 <>( imtiu'y,” she (old him. 
“Sparc no expense ; sjiare imt \'ourself nor your 
horses but ride post-!uiste its i hittor. 'IVll the 
Rawul (hat I'm certain the Sultan plans to 
capture his lovely qtH'en." 

A hav da\'s later she saw the Sultan ride oft 
at tiK! lu'ud ot his troop-.. Tin* torec Ciuisisted 
entin'h’ ot <'a\*alry and wa.s without siege 
weajions. " .\o need Inr anything like that,” 
‘Ala-ud-din told hi- inmerals, “we'll find the 
gates read\' and open tor us.” Catalani noticed 
a closed eairiage iu'inging up tlie rear of the 
coluinn. riiat’s to bring back the Princess, 
she decided, and u(t(‘n'd a fervent jirayer that 
her messeiiger might reach t'hittor in time to 
give the warning. 

A fi‘\v da>'s out of Delhi news was brought 
to the Sultan that Mongol raiders were again in 
the ludghbourliood ami in considerable strength. 
Unwilling to risk buttle with so small a force, 
he retireti into his fortress of Siri. Here he 
was heleaguered for two whole months, while 
tlu‘ Mongols phmd(>n‘d the surrounding country 
ami even made raids into the streets of Delhi. 

These months were a time of great trial for 
all lus otliccrs and men. ’Ala-ud-din fumed 
and swore. 1 ’heir slightest misdemeanours 
were punished by savage cruelty in which alone 
he seenuid to find distraction. Men hardly 
dared to I.aik at him. Then as suddenly as 
they had come, the Mongols vanished froin the 
land, Some said itswas due to prayers offered 
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all around him j. is.rd it „n k 

accompanyirn* the's,.i, ' '«■ 

that he had never i,lo i /1“; 
in this princess, vv!n,ti I'lt In^ iii.wtor 

ned to protect, Onct. 1 '** 'i'di-rnii- 
snggest to the Suita , , 

he abandoned, addine i 1**‘'*1*-'' ^iiould 

stone unturned to ti ,d 1 ® 

«»nn(la suhstitut,*for Padmini, 




^la-ud°dinhadl > ' 

the army ' ‘ ' 

^ die, I may die. hut till the! 


>'‘<1. eunuch," 
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never will 1 ”1* qufsi. Siij^gcst it 

again at peril of life.” 

And so tlu'\' lode on, slowly and i>ainfully, 
towards (he settinp sun. 
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travellers— one”^ abenn ’ 

relative Balii whAKl*^ »‘Hida\. t,, vi.sit his 

> t'cceiitly !>eirn pmrauted 
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to the rank of Bhanjgurh (Prenaier) for his 
services in the interests of peace; the other, 
late in the evening, with an urgent message for 
Rattan Singh himself. 

The second arrival announced himself as 
Catalani’s servant, listening to his words, 
Rattan Singh felt as if Ivis world was tumbling 
down about his head. Hardly could he credit 
his hearing. 

“But are you sure, man, are you sure?” 
he asked, his face drawn. " I have a peace 
pact signed l)y the Sultan himself; I simply 
cannot credit .such infamy as you suggest.” 

“Sire, can anyone be sure of anything in 
life ? And yet the suspicions of Catalani’s mind 
fit the facts' her eyes and mine have seen as key 
fits lock. ” 

Kawul Singh sat silent, his mind too numbed 
for thought. After a time he said; “I owe 
Catalani a deep debt of gratitude, and you, too, 
my friend.” 

“ Sire, no need to talk of gratitude between 
Sovereign and loyal subject.” Then he bowed 
and went out. 

Presently Rattan Singh sent for Gorah, ^d 
acquainted him with the facts. Said that worthy j 
very evenly and with hardly a trace of surprise . 
“Well, we did our best to secure peace b^ut all 
along I felt there was a catch in the Sultan s 
too ready acceptance of the offer. 
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by the euimiii;. nnd t ht- U'irked ? he asked 
himsell, hui cniild Imd no aiiswcr. 

And. later, when !,;(>ntly and (nmdlv he 
broke the new- Padiiinn slie did not under- 
stiuKl at tiiM. When she <Iid nnderstand she 
refused, with a hie that thrilled him, to consider 
even lor a nnuuent the suf4,yestion that she 
should dea\ e ( hit lor. •kajputnis ilon’t run 
ii way and hid<' ni f itnes uf daneer ; thev stav 
by ttieir hii dMnd .' ‘ude and live with them or 
(lie with ihein... i la\ <• no tear: nex’er will I fall 
into the power .d fhi- liatefni Tnrk.'' 

.\ltei that -die erieii a little. *‘Xot out of 
lear. as she e\j lained ijetvveen her solxs, “but 
because id ail the tidiihle i mil causinir.” later 
Iwr IhkIv limp linsf his. she fell aWep h^; 

head rest lire on Ids shoulder. 

itiit -leep did not eoine to Hattan Singh. 

He looked down at ikidniini and recalled her 
woid.s. He know exactly what sin* had meant 
di'ath h\- tu<' ratlmr than dishonour. For the 
women ol his iiicorrigihle race, that for centuries 
had sc arceh known an unbroken year of peace, 
ilie tlioiie.ht ol suttee was never long aksent from 
their immls. it was 1 he price they had to pay 
iiir their father-* ami husbands' warlike inclma- 
hons. Hut that in •, Rattan Singh, who hated 
bloodshed am! longed to still its flow; that he, 
w all men, should now have to endure this 
terrible prospect for Padmini—that was too 
fnuch. 
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Just before ilawn, worn oiil b\- anxinh- 
sloep raine fiHull.v to him. Then, after what 
seemed to him on!\’ a tew ^h<a•t minutes of 
oblivion, he woke to hear ( loiali’s ^ oiee oiitdcle 

“ Yes, what is it, I nele?" 

“ With your permission, [ pirojinsu p) 
out messengers at onre to .stnnnion tlie elan” 

Ves. do aiHl bid them hurrv. 


n 


^HE arrival ()f Ealji’s alie-od relative eaused 
no iinea.sine.ss to tinyoiie I'M opf Haliilum- 
sell _ Delif-hted with theieeent and <-onsiderable 
additions to hi.s fortune, he h.ad laum* to dwell 
on these and inmiories of t he tp a.d t imes enioved 
in Delhi aiui to f hr lurking presence of 
the rnonkey's paw. So it etiim- to him as 
something of a shock to tind he wtm beiru- called 
upon to honour his iHUtd :tt a .late in the lui far 
clistaiit fiityre. 


^ And when the next dav he ivali/.d fluit the 
Sultan s plans were no hmger a sciTet, his liver 
turned to water. 


nth^r Kafur." he tirged the 

ha> discov- 
ered the plot and It is insflessto proeee<l with it." 

him Iniiulred Ihnarstc 

in™smik wr.v and mock 
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"No. ii<>: I’ll ktM'p those... After all I gave 
them valuahlf iiihinriation in exchange.” 

“('.od iielp x’on, in>' friend, if ever they 
catch you...l>ut I’ll deli\-er your message.” 

Ifalji bl eat lied more ireely as he saw hi.s 
unwelcome guest pass out of the Kampol gate. 
He luirried liack tor an inti'reiew with the 
Rawiil. W hat he could not understand was 
how the news had leaki'd out and lie was 
(letermiiied to liud tliis out. 

Tlu' Rawul, who had no suspicions aboiit 
his niinisttu'. told him at once about Catalani’s 
mes.sagi'. If I'd oulv learnt that earlier, Balji 
thought to himself. I’d have lot the Sultan 
know and got that woman skinned alive for her 
meddling. Aloud lu‘ said: ‘‘Tlie situation, 
Andataji, is serious, (iraiu stocks in the fort 
will hardly last a month of siege.” 

” I know", agrt'ed the Rawul, “and till the 
iTo[)s are reaped, there is no po.ssible chance 
of augmciitiiie, iliem. We'll have to go on half- 
rations trom the lieginning.” 

‘‘Wli\’ not go against the enemy before he 
reaches here ?” 

” 1 cm taiiily would have done so, but due 
to the famine, the horses are in a deplorable 
condition and ipiite unfit to take the lield.” 

Thinking over the prospects later, Balji 
made up his mind to leave Ghittor before the 
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enemy arrived. Ilf Inirifd Ii’k ill -.vottfu 
in a lonely spot near (hr nld tank, and ‘iraJ 
his lions’ for llfeht. With eharaftaristic in- 
difference for the fate uf tithfis. hr di'cidecl it 
would be taking loo ere tf a li'-k to try and‘n't 
his .s('V(Tal wives and !na!i\' . hildren awav^il 
the sane' lime. TlifV nin-i take thrir ('Uiuice 
with the rest, he tt.ld hiimelf with a eanfes 
shrug. 


It was yonng iSadnl, unw arnu'd and 
accontred to take his part in the defence, who 
found Balji preiwring to let hiin-eh (i,,wn over 
the wall 1)^ a lopt* ttiti* night. 1 >atiiil wasclain? 
rounds and, with llie enthibi.i on sd the young 
doing them Ihoronghh'. "What the h'ell are^ 
you doing here. Htilji'" he tleinaiided. 

Balji’s usually fertile inind eutild think of 
no excuse at the moment. 


Trying to run awav. I believe. " saidthc 
young .soldier, then adtted : " WVli, I’m going 
to take yon tdong to see inv father." And 
resting the point (,f liis swonl in the Mugal'^ 
back, he ordered: "Now march!" 

ttpof the case was terse: 

Filthy skunk ! ’ 


^ Balji, his mouth opening am! shutting like 
J new-caught hsh, had nothing to sav. Init he 

fif the Rawul sliould not he informed 

Qt ms attempted desertion. 

UK«*eil (iorah, "the 
K. not be told as yet. at any rate; 



sn-niv 


193 


lie’s !^nt cMout'ji IrouMfs as it is. lUit I’ll have 
you tmiii ii"w uH. What Ua|»|K‘iis to 

you aUtTwaifls will !«• dtH‘i<h'(l Iw' your 
bcliaviniir ilui ill?: th'' prtx'ut JTisis...... Du you 

lUKlcrslaiul t .nnd. ilifu ?:ft uiil of im’ siyht.” 

Ill 

D ays .fn-w into Wfu-k-. atui yot Iho straining 
cVf'S ut ih.oc wIhi watfiif.l fr«ni tho hattle- 
monts ciiuld <h trri iiM fit ituls ttf dust honilding 
the aii|iniaf It ut an iiiv atiini; army. 

Snnictinic ,i-- I lie : luw days passed, 
Rattan Siiu'li l>f!;an to duitht the ndialnlity of 
Catalani’'' int.n lualiim. ( difr Italji had con- 
teiiiptui!U'*h i Apff-sfd tins optinion: "Just a 
damned haiint's tait\' tale, I expect. ’’ 

httwfver. which you took .seriously 
laimigh," (iitrah had reininded him, and the 
Kawul w’liiidered \vh\' his rniiiister’s mouth 
dosi'd like an m ster iinmediately. 

Tlieii news readied them by a travellef 
that ’.Ala ud (tin's forces were mobilized and in 
the field, but their advance had been delayed., 

"It's Imkv learning that," Rattan Singh 
told his officers, for I was just about to send 
the t'lansmeii homo.’' 

Then oiu’ day, far off where the road from 
Ijnier bends to’ cross the Banas river, the 
ratchers saw three high columns of smoke rise 
ike i-illars in the air. 

M 
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"'riiat’s the ['.alji. “Thpj 

arc now wilhin strikiii;: ili^-ianrc. 


"How dc 

1 \'t)U know t hat : ■' 

denuinded 

Gorah ('yeim; 

him suspicii 


"Well, 1 

lucaii to -aW wiiai 

else could 

it he? ” 



"Anotiicr 

liaiiot's lair\- talc. 

1 'crhaps,'' 


sufi'gosi f‘(i hi-^ 1 (innonti T. 

I-)Vit ini' kno\vlci!;:r Imst'd on 

information) |n'i>\'c<l idiroi t. I hat •anic cx-iiiinn' 
inonntcd scouts had r tuniod it* an' that tin' 
Sultan’s army wa> fiicanijiial im the hanks of , 
the Banas. but did luit api''’ar to he as lariat' as 
usual or to have hnmyht 'ieue hatierii's with 
them. 

“Prohaldy experti'd to lake u> h\' surjirisc," 
commented tlie Kawuh 

“Even then they \v<tuki neeil l.atteriiie- 
rams tofonx' thet;ates." Malji lia/arded, 

“fhiless. of course, soineoiie had utlered to 
open a s'ate for them.” said (ior.dt and noticed 
that Balji’s face went ash(*n. 1 wonder if that 
eWp is np to any tricks? he a-kei! himself 
inwardly and with deepening s!i.,j,ii-ioji. 

Up on the battlements that ma-idii", Rattan 
Singh and (lorah, the self in;; sun Indiind them, 
looked out over the lilains, 

"Leisure is too tinea garment for constant 
wear,” Gorah remarked, "i’ni eku! i! has cuiiic 





i\)n 

to this, low the 'i’tHtrk's moti\-e is for 

tjieactinn lir is takiui:." 'Hu-sc iiidi'i'd were tlie 
strong llax'nurs that his pcat'i' "iaded palate 

dpmandfd. 

In Katlaii Siuid), tnd. st>m<‘thiii,i.i was stir- 
riiiij. I'hr all his iandfiiipt of (hose who 
oiorilied war. I ho dastai'<l t la'achorv of the Sultan 
had sluK'kcd liim ii> liio otiiT, and now instincts 
inlicriled from Id" martial iorefathers. who had 
'drunk of tlio w.uo of liatth-’, wore <'oniin,n into 
play. .Anyor olundod his taco as h(' continued 
toi-azoaf the .ofth- <larkonin!t landsca|H‘. 

Prosontlv Ikidul joint'd (hem. In the last 
few months ho had ,yro\\n. with a suddonne.ss 
that snrprist'd o\‘on his usually unohs('rv<yit 
parent, into a lii'antiful asid \d,uorons lad. The 
exeitonront o! the pi'osont made liini j^'low with 
added lito, .tntl his laiyn* eyes wore fned with 
llu; oNpectanoy > tl act itni. 

Rattan Sineh thou.uhf: Must keej) this lad 
out of (ho Imhtii)!.!. lie’s too yonnp;- yet to he 
oxposod t.t dan, cor. .Ahmd he said; “1 want 
Von to look after l*a«hnini, when the show 

Will \ oil 

".And the i)est wav to do that is to be in 
the front hue ImlpinK to drive away the Toorks, 
isn't it?" ho asked oai^erly. 

"Not this time._ rm^going to place you 
on duty at the Deorhi gate," 

Hadid litoked crest-fallen. Rattan Singli 

snspectod that ti'urs were not fai on. , <> 
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he ^^1,1,-, I: "ir, ;i |,„M „f 
awe,?'""' 

Latt'i Ivaltau Sitt.!.>li .-laain wi'nt imnna 
llu' baitlfiiK'iils. 11.' h;,,] I . ■ ' ’ I*" 

meal with Padmini and waa luaki,,.. i;,<j ,2 
belore retiriii,^ tor the iiiidit. 

The ni^ht was lin'athles>: b.iiiid in,.,,ni; i. 
U.,1 ,.f , velvel sk.'. 1 i P? 

world around in Idark 'nHi db,..- w 

■Hit like d.M-keann„ , :d t: ' ;. ,k;;k:1“‘' 

seenu..! at this hour to be part ^ 
natiiie. lh(> whole seeiie indeed .-.iniek Kall'in 
‘Smgh, as he stood tln re, as beite '1 
cnnmis influence, waitiu- with indr lu i. l r'’"n 

ht foit, (illed now witli lieiise. \ ibrant life he 

''ieek 

Presently he desreitdeilaini went fohisbed. 

PadmhdSlwm 

ready..., fdfy bmst Ix' 

duty over Von t. , 'T 1'*'’* P’“dul on 
harm’s way.” ^ 
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"I’ll (i(» my tu-'.l (<t kccj) him at his jiost, 
but I’ll pruhahK' have to list- a chain.” liis wife 
told liini a.s he dropitcil oU to sleep. 

Dawn loiunl him <m the iiatllements a«ain. 
Slowly, as the liyht inercaseil. the laiuLs- 
ca])t: sorted itself tail. Presently lu; fixed his 
gaze on what had at tir-i .ippeared to hi' a low 
mist at the toot itf the <tpposite hill, the one on 
which ( hit ton-aril ha<i lirst been started but 
had been abandoned at tlie demand of a Sadhii 
who dwelt upon it. 1 hen he noticed that the 
mist was lene.theniny : a few mimites later he 
iivined the truth. The mist was the Muslim 
inny approaehini;. 

I "Sound the alarm." he ordered a .staff- 
officer. 

it started .is a low tremulant roll and 
gradually t^few in intensit y till the whole air 
seemed to lx* throbbintg to the growling beats 
of the war ilrnm.s. ( iate guards turned out and 
mounteil tlie bastions, and everywhere men 
cotild be s(>en tumbling out of huts and 
bivouues, buekliug on their accoutrements as 
they ran. Presently they fell in under their 
chieftains and were niareljud off by bands to 
their allotted posts. 

Rattan Singh, intent on these movements, 
felt rather than saw Jaysu at his side. 

"Pve brought the Bara-boora’s favourite 
sword for s-ou to carry this.iteft*^ heard the 



FAUMtNl 


1 98 

old man sa\'. “it i^. a hlado that ran sm.r 
rocks.” 

“Thank you. Ja\>u.” Ami iticn in 
whisper, “i place tlie iTini'' liumiiir in vuur 
hands Do you uiuieistand r'" 

1 uudt'i'stand. And he w,i ■ eoiir. 

Watcliing Hie Mu'^liim- dejdov as they 
approached tlie fortress. D, it tan Singh with 
Rana Ivak.shmau aiui (lor.di tried to guess their 
plan of tittack. 

" Don’t l)elte\'e thev'fe goine to attack iit 
all,” gnmiljied (iorali. '' ! lie\ -.ei-tn to he <'niiig 
to invest the place." 

"I believe you're rigid, " .lyieed ih,- Katia, 
“They’re di.sjH‘r.sing tiieir ton e . tar too wkldy 
for assault.” 

And far down below the Miltau ‘.\la-iid-din, 
as he gazed up at 1 hittoi siuoulderin” in the 
sunrise, was cursing with a ■.ti.oe'e .uuiVirihb 
vehemence. Balji’.s hdlure to |.la\ ids part 
ruled surprise and ininied tale a^N.mlt romplctdy 
out, since his anny wa-' nnei pupped with anti- 
fortress weapons. ' .Sow he must sit down and 
starve the garrison out am! that probtihly 
wotild take months. Then, too, ftelore final 
surrender these Rajptits, he knew, had a way 
u killmg all their woiiHiK at 

he llBpliCEtions of tliis kuuw!rih;r, huliir iithif 
vay w«s^be found if Ihuhiiitu was to bi* saved 
for mm. In the meantime lie \ owed ihttt, come 
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what iHa\', Ihilji >h()uhl hi' iiuulc to pay a luind- 

redfolcl Max' a I hoiisaiulldhl -fur his l)ungling 

and defcctiuii. 

IV 

A niuiit!i liiliillfd its l)lcak course and still the 
Mu^lilus kept thrir di.st,iiK'e and unceasing 
watch and ward. ( K-rusiunally tlic garrison 
would make a soil if, luit as there was no ques- 
tion of lireaking out and leaving the fort, these 
merely scix fd the ])in'po,se of killing off .some of 
the enemy and ea] during a few prisoners. 

“It's .iliuost as had as that ])eace you 
inipostsl on Us." ( lorali gi uiuhled to Padmini. 
"Why the hell don’t they attack and give us , 
suiw'lhing to do.'” 

“ I too. svish the\' Would,” .said Rattan 
Singh, “( iriun .•'tores are dwindling rapidly.” 

A few da\s later (iorah volunteered and 
was gi\ eu periuissioti to lead another .sortie, in 
the hope ol di-seouraging the foe. He selected 
an eneampment of grass huts, on the plain 
below the Sur.tjpol j.oite and somewhat isolated 
from the I'e^t of the army. 

Collerting .i troop of picked J'lajpnt horse- 
men. he liatl the eate opened and galloped down 
the steep path with a ringing “Hnr! Hurl”. 
They wane on the enemy almost before they 
ccmhl realize what was hujipening. A Muslim 
('uininauder e.um out of his bivouac on hearing 
the .shouts, t .01 ah transti.xcd him witli his lance 
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to till' door ot his liut, and lii;- inoii, 
to tlu; huildin,i;.s, slowiho .Mn:dini> .i:« i hey sundit 
to (‘.sca])ctho llaruos. ■riio\' \\,-n' dark inside 11^ 
fort, unseat hed and witli ,t raptiucti .Muslim 
standard, hid'uri! tin* eiioiiu' had ri'Ou\ ered 
their sur[irist“. liadul who h.id lu'iai watchiiv' 
fronrtlu; io}»ol' tlnyyato lu-diti! down tomecthis 
fatluT. “.Shaltash, ^haha-h!" he -h,, tiled 
heljiintj;- him oil hi.s liorsc. " Ami tho la xt lime 
you’rugoiuf^todo that sort ol thim.;. I'm .•uuuim 
too.” ' 


I>ut nolthol this '’liet (‘>s itoi others tlliit 

followed laid any flifi t in idniiy tin* .Mey thnuf*h 
the enemy kojh a luoio i*i'S|i(s't ltd dwtaure irom 
the walls, and Kattan Siriyli to xd'-tuili/.e 

the end. For him>fit. sworn tliomdi lilo was 
he hardly gave a lliom.dit. imt loi I’adiuini' 
his incomparalilo Iknimini, tho i lo-j.rot idled 
him with the keoiiesf an^a'U'di ho ha<l o\ lu' known, 
She Would die, too, of oouiwo : Imt who ''hoiild 
such tragic destruction of s,* mtii h lo\ oliiio'.sln; 
thrust upon him liy the frolio hmt and uilluhiess 

of one who alnnulv owned so mm U. 1 hon, Um 
It hurt hiskingly'prido to think that tlnoo. who 
had trusted to his protection, cotdd n<u itosived 
by the might of his right arm. And, like nniny 
an other in his hour oi trial, ho furnod to hh 
gods for succour. 

A few evenings !at»T, oafing, the <lung uf 
uinihation for he had just passed t!u’oit|;h thr 
bazaar and seen the faces „{ . hiidion gaunt 
wrth their pitiably insumdent rations, he strode 



SlEtlK 


201 


up to the parapet, from which he could see the 
enemy watch-fires just l>eini’' lighted and stret- 
diing in a \’asl semi-circle l)elow him. There 
was a distant nunhling of thniKler and lightning 
played o\ er a hank of black clouds in the west. 
Just a storm, he tolil himself and will probably 
pass ov(n'. 

lUit it <lid not pass. 

Before nightfall the whole heavens were 
thundeiing in almost unceasing roar, and 
blinding flashes of lightning tore the skies from 
end to end. Then came the rain, perpendicular, 
reinorsidess , to rr< m t ia 1 . 

“( Juite unseasonalde, of course,” wasRana 
Lakshina n’s comment, ‘‘but it will give our 
friends btdow a pretty unideasant time.” 

When Rattan Singh woke, he became aware 
that the mumdonous drumming of the rain had 
ivased. Tlie palace was enveloped in stillness— 
a pleasant stillne.ss l.roken only by the heav] 
drip from tin- ea\'es. Then, a little later, a ligh 
toning o! t he room told him that dawn had 
broken. He got up and went out. 

I p on the battlements the air was cool and 

doar and under the sun's first rays the desert 
glittered like tile sea. Clearly earth and sky were 
in happiest momi. 

But when his eyes sought the enemy s 
cami) through the cleanness of a dust-freed 
atmosphere, lie smiled grimly. rjieEe.was.,np 
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r(!jt)icing but milv itilici' l imiii-iuii ..lul 
Aimust .-vurv ,ra>.s luu ua. a lu. p S 

away, when* sttHHi thr pillar <l.‘Untiu,a tluisi . 
tans heudtpiaiicrs. a "t man nnild bp 

si.tii spi (‘iuliny (lilt Miaki'ci nram lu (ir\'intbp 
morning . sun. ■■■!■hal immbh uraiii dinuld .-iv,, 

tluni ii iHvllyac'lir. br >aul alniul \n 
111 .yciuu'al aiiti wcii! bark in tdl t ha news tn 
Padniini. 


1 hen some da\- later th'- '-entries on tbp 
walls reported tiiat the eiienn '. pu kets seeiiuid 
to be smaller than usual and that there witp 
lewer patrols inoviut; almut. 


better send .ait seoiils t,, nnjii and dis- 
cover what’s ha{)peninti." ‘'U.e.^eM<‘d tioraii. 

1 he scouts reported that thiiejs seemwl 
curly normal but thev ih.nmbt they r.mki 
tMect the foul udour o! ii\seiiter\- iu some 

quarters* 


^ Pray (iod it spreails/ 
and then jiatised, 
added to Padmiui. "if the 
our prayers." 


said Hat tail Sink'll 

“1 wuiHler." Ill' 

pods are answering 


V 


JN the Muslim camp Kafur. the eumn h. once 
mastS" •* time with his 


tiiA A^rophet’s eurse 

the bultan growled. "It wi 


upon voti, Kafur,” 
was Volt, Von ilamned 
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intriguer, who ix'rsuaded me to embark on this 
madness.” 

with tin; best intentions, Sire.” 

“ l->est intiuitions or worst, it’s all the same, 
and its up to you now to tind a way out.” 

”1 lia\e l)een giving the matter much 
thought of latt', and think I can suggest a 
solution.” ■ ^ 

‘‘Then out with it, man, and why in God’s 
name ha\'e v'ou lieen keei)ing it to yourself all 
this time?” 

Kafur ignored the ([uestion and proceeded 
to e.vpound his [rlau. 

‘‘ Seeing that direct assault is not at present 
fcasihle ami that ItrilHuy has failed, it might be 
well to try deceit.” 

“Deciui always appeals to you, I know 
But gt't on.” 

” My humble suggestion is. Sire, that yoi 
.should send a hi ter to the Kawul to tht 
following elteet. The only reason why yoi 
l)rak(‘ tile treaty <»f peace was that you had 
heard the kawid was harbouring some Muslin 
deserters. You have recently discovered thi 
information to be incorrect and you are pro 
posing to raise the siege and return to Delhi. 
Kafur paused to lick his lips. 

” 1 don't see any ligh 
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"WhII. in the sunc Icitn \uii ran s-ivti 
you hav(‘ lirard Ihr Kaiii Padniiniy li * 

ratollfd s„ (ifl.'ll l,y 

aromosta„xi,„is t,, s,r ll„. „ri,i„;,|' ' !« 

order that the t,.l> umv . 

by the reqaesl, y„„ a.k 

to sec her rcllcehuii in a ‘ 

“WIkU a lie!! of a liuic vnii take to t 

the point! C.et oM. mail." M-t ti 

\ou will otter to j;o mttt the tort un'irm,., 

and nnattculeil. tn.Miny ih,- 1, : 

Kawuliiot lu detain v„u." “ 

“Yes, and thciir" 

“Well, having- seeii the Kaiii the kaw,, 
will accompany you ii.u k to the kite £ 

feet him to uccumpaiu- vtm lurtlier \t tlu 

l.'tVu,wU,'l 

iuuucn a paity of our men. \ 

they will seize the Rawul." 

Hliot. it 

want, not the Rawul." 

“Exactly, Sire," and Kafm -smiled. 

Stop smiling, you fool, ami t‘.\-j>laim" 


Voli folile up, 

'■ I'admini I 
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“Hvirvi!” said tli(‘ Sultan his brow puckered 
in thought. “Ingenious, 1 admit, but not fool- 
pi-oof by an>- means.'’ 

“ Yet worth the trying, 1 .suggest, Sire.’’ 

“ Yes. ...worth the trying. ...Go and write 
the letter and get it (iff Imforc the whole dam- 
ned army dies of dysentery.... And, by the way, 
yon can 'be tlie mf^ss(‘nger.’’ 

“I, Sin*?’’ said the eunuch aghast. “Balji 
might gi\'e uu‘ away.’’ 

“Then, Von give him away. I’d love to 
learn lie was dead, the swine." Then added as 
an after-tlunight. “What happened to all that 
money you drt'W from the treasury to pay to 
him?’’ ■ 

“Ihe deceitful one kept it, Sire.’’ 

“Mt'auing by that lUdji or yourself?’’ 

“Balji, (d etnirse, .Sire.’’ 

VI 

R AT'I'AN Sirndi was snatching a few hours' 
rela.Kutiou with Padmini in her lake-palace. 
As so often in tlu*s<’ perilous days he was 
hy u of un6<isiiiGSS in her 

iirpsiiU't* u which often, too, iiow-s.- 

(lays trouhleil him in his sleep and follower 
nightmare. Hie horror he had always felt fc 
Hiittec liiul iiiAV grown *ihiiost to be an obscssioi 
In his dreams he saw red flames reaching or 
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to engulf all tliat lio li.-ld i.nnious ■mi 

with his naked liands la- t,, ki'cn thm 
l)ark from her. Then he w.mld \'ake. wildof 
eye, [(anting, diy toneued. 

Padmini reali-o-d -.mifthiov ,,i what was 
going on in hi:- mind mid tii- d tn i,.ni|„.ru 
with reason. 


"If the wotsl diN’- ruiiir," dr- told 
quietly, "tlum 1 onl\ h.i\e t., f,.ll(,u theimthof 
honour tliat thousand- of K’ajjint wuiiuai have 
trodden before me." 


"Oh : I know", Patt.in -aid ahim-t lu-utallv 
as if^some force from uut.-ide wa- u lii[([)ing him 
on. "You’re going to tel! me t he ..Id -tory', that 
in each .stage of Hie death i.- uaitiue round the 
corner ready to elaim om wuimm ' hv *[M»ni)v 
at the dawn tjf life, ity flames in rt|ter years ’ ' 

"It's true, isn’t it r 


and that's wlmt maddens me. 
What’s the good of ta-mg a kme. it \'nu haw 

not the power t<j right what i, wimm;. uiiiusf 
and beastly ? " 


, Shush, darling. \uii’tr nv ci- wioiuhi," 
she tried to soothe him. ".Vin w.tx the fori 
still stands, so why think ahmit vot k thiiins"'' 


Then she made him lie down ami elosc hk 
eyes. A little later he was asloop. 


Oftenatabygirf afwrt^ pf.mHr.l K.ij|iuti 

mouth ' nil*- u ^***’*'^ M|tium iiluptl «i lit 

places In Rafp„t.nn tto 
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Sittin:: Itesidc him she know that in her 
lieart wen- jiml tin- thoui'lits that troubled 

I, ini. Nh'itlicr was tluiikiu?;' of their own life or 
tafetv h'h 'd lier’s. Iku'h would willingly 

^ivelife twice n\-er (o save the other one. But 
that ihi.s grand. \ ii ih' IkhIn’ of her man should 
lie torn or mangled, his lu’ain which held such 
liigh and noble Ihnughts hi* shattered, or his 
voice, whiih liad come to sound for her the 
most jierfect music in the world, lie stilled-— 
those were iiossibi lit ies loo devastating to endure, 
iind she tell that ice was dri[)|)ing from her 
heart. Then it was that she prayed, as never 
befor'. that, when this man she loved more 
than life attainrd hi^ * hundred yi'ars. he might 
(TOSS .gentlv and silentlv "the line line, that 
separates being fmm not being’’: that he might 
be saved indignities of violence so foreign to 
his natnre. 

Once or twice hr moved restlessly in his 
sleep, and tli«*n. sootliin.gly, sin* patted him as 
a motiier pats li'T child. 

She sat on till the swift dusk of autumn 
lieg.'in to fall. 1 he palace grew (piiet. haroll 
4u' could Imar the vague rumble of the garrison 
|iri'puriiig its r\ ruing ineal or the distant chal- 
lenge of a ■-entrv at his 

PresentK shr got up and went out into the 
verandah. 1 lei w lute dmavs tlnttered down for 
their supper. She had just finished feeding 

» All t".,-.!.-!'!) .mil hgiiwtiv* expression for dying. 
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tlicm wlicn Kaltaii Siu:.;h aw.ikrin-d. He callel 
]u'i‘ naiiii* aitii slit' ucul in liim ,it oiice A 
smile, whitii well.-d tij. likr d.iv, li»meciw 
eyes and sent nut i»«-;nti- wliii li miiu 'led with 
the S|)riut;s «jf his dtAoiinu. 

1 lee! Uctl.T fur that.” lie s;d,l 
her in his arms, ^ 

“ I’ve ht'en tlreamiu' :i. I'dd lu-r a little 

lat('r. 1 was sit tin;' l>\ .i tnuniain when 
suddenly the waters i;reu tmulded and the 
lotus leaves that linated nu them parted. Then 
(Hit of iln^ \\at(U> eaiue '^e\ cii Ijeatied luirse 
like St'ptuswa whieh di.iw the Suna.'od's wht 
chariot.” 


“Oh: hut tliat must Ih- au mnen that the 
Sun-god is going to licht tor and <leiiver us" 
Padmini said exeitediv. 


1 hope So, hni 1 dn luit kimw. l.c'gi'ni 
says that the Sun god in olden day.snsedti 
Jlght for our race, imt then a uieke'd ministei 
])ollut(Kl the touutaiu with hlond and theehuni 
was broken, so that he umcr i .tiue again." 

But your dri'am shows that the charm h 
restored,” and she smiled into his eims. 


u P ^^wut the second morning watch n 
the following day that a inessetiger came run- 
ning to Rattan Singh to sa\‘ tliat a party of tlu 
enemy were approaching with a flag of trua*. 

+’ ^ fl'tg of truce?'* He looked puz/ledforj 

ime then ordered; "ImikI out what they wani 
and then come back and tell me.” 



SIl'GK 


209 


He t'itll.'d to radniini in the next room, 
and she canif nimiii!,';- to him. 

“ Mid iiow exciting;.” she told him. “Can I 
stay dll >'eni know what it means?” 

” ( )t eourso.” 

llall a iidiour [tassed with maddening slow- 
ncs.s. Then ( mraU eaine in. 

••[It re' a let tel' tor yoii from tlie Sultan,” 
he annonneed. "i dropiicd a string to haul it 
up. 1 (iidn’t led like opening the gates to let 
tlu'in in. as tin' leader ol tile party recpiested.” 

•'Ouite riulil,” agreed Rattan Singh, break- 
ing the seals. 

Rattan Siiedi read the letter with amaze- 
ment aixl i i-dm; anger. Suddenly he threw it 
m the ground. '‘Tlie damned impudent .swine !” 

he e.X[ilode<l. 

"riul what does he .say?” a.skcd Padmini. 

“Read it lot yourself, if vou like.” 

Iknlniini took up the letter and together 
he and < e u.iii l ead, slowly and a little painfully 
itirthe s( rip! was iiot easy for them, its contents. 

"It - a -li.iiiee reijuest,” she commented 
it last, ■'hill an ca.sv one to grant.” 

•'I’ll him dead .and you dead too,’ 
deniiid K'aiian Singh, “before I grant it.” 
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“Hut, {hirhn.,. ilirliii''. u r , in-hi t,, ik* i 

of thc li\-rs (<1 iil! th.' ..IImt Ij. iv' I,„|' 

n’jort it.” ' '''6 

Kalian Siinih aud (,nr;,!i l.mh linked it 
her m sonu* 

Hr im'.uttinii iHi ihc nir ru Ma i,, mui • Ind 
to-mnrnnv at tia- anic tinir ai^wt-r.” 

“1 smnuitliat laui.nsii.” 1 In- inaiiHarah 
”Vm- wdl" a;-nr,I K'.iii.u, mu,, I t. 

* * * 

_ la'aiiiiij; liat'k mi a rtau f, aftfriKim 

jus nyi's halfa'lusrd and .i Inti.. ..jddv Iruni 
thediain ami strain td (h,. j,a..i u, ..k-. Kattan 

wmu k\ the flap ni tin- t.,)u. st. If fjiore 

sla ml ui Urn way ni tlmir d.du fn.ia tha 

- r am death that laf ah«'.id inil. -., sh,. 
was raised. " 

But what a most rMramtinian remust' 

‘'“'i'- 

Pm c- if it w.T<- ;.raut.-d ^ Ifo 

‘■Can we Hm Is m* ..ftilars, 

comment on the subjJrt " 
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At tlic cud :uul before nightfall, Rattan 
Singh snniinoiied llalji and dictirted a letter. 
The Sultan inighl come next afternoon. He 
must be unarmed, of course, but he might bring 
a retinue of six officers, it he wished. His 
request would be granted and his safety 
guaranteed. It was understood that immedi- 
ately allervvards lu‘ and his army would leave 
Mewar and not return at any rate till the ten 
years of peace agreed upon had lapsed. 

'File next morning the letter was signed, 
sealed and (hd\’ deli\’er(’d to Ivafur who arrived 
to rec('i\a‘ i t . 


VII 

■j^t )K N' 1 N( I was apjn’oaching. In the conrt- 
iVl yard of the i»a lace servants were beginning 
to mine about, and (ienda, the elephant, 
greeted tlie arri\al of his Mahout with a shrill 
tniiupetiug. Moniiiig to him meant a bath in 
the 11. did Kuiid. tile lake re.served for the 
kali lo!^ tlif <'Ifphanl peo})le, and he dearly 
loved hi> bath. Flam from the temple of Deogi 
Ciune the blaie of eoiiehes and the ringing of 
bells as tlm piii'-^t*. eoinmenced their morning 
devutioie. I he sound of the bell was a signal 
for every <log in the fia/aar to lift its head and 
howl O' is the Wont of tlie canine pariah tribe 
throughout t he F.asl . 

1)11' when the eonches, the bells and the 
liyc-dog-. niieo more lapsed to silence, there 
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settled down uinm I lie whole idafc -i v.m, 
indeiinaltle hush of f.VjMH'taiu'v. ' 

Padmini rose c.irfx- and Iv'aiiau ShmK 
waU'lu'd licr, sittiru; aiiiono h.r Hiaids cm 
nu'iu'O her toilet. Sin- looked up a he went out 
and on lier fare a :-niiie lou , hi to hide a Uik 
haif-wistful and halt trout. led, a> if a liitt 
h(‘wildered at what Ia\ aliead. 

Rattan Sin.tdi. a- uar, hi- .iailv habit, went 
tip on to the lial tleiueiits. lie made a roiiiul of 
insiu-etion and then -at down ,doue .m a <list'mf 

corner of lh(‘ wall, 


I he saerilii'i* o! hi- leiideie- i lerlin;;-, to the 
duty he owed those who i ru t.-d him was .still 
searing his mind. J.‘aIou-\ pla\edno part' in 
the struggle : In* did not mind deemt men see- 
ing her at any tirne. Put tin- '.\!a nd din, from 
all he had heard of him, v\a- not to he n um- 
bered among tlie ‘deeenP. A bh.od thirsty, sen- 
siial iKirbarian, a scouine to India, hi,- pie.sence 
with his army .seemed to Rattan Singh as a 
dirty tide polluting tliis land of .Mew'ar. He 
could not imagine an V one with tin* instincts 
01 a gentlentan making sin h a retpiesi ; even 
la-ucl-din himst'lf had pja. liealh admitted 
at it aro.se out of nothing hie In a titan MiRal 
vunosity. A cheap seusathm was what this 

barbarian wanted and at P.idmini's and 

bis expense pah ! 


Front the look he had -e.-ii 
only half-an-hour or so ago in* km v 


on Patiinini 
the ill ea was 
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just as to luT. I>iit she, he began to 

realize, was posscssc'd of a calm attachment 
to the higlicst i-ood that made suppression of 
self a iiai ural coiise<iin‘m'e. In this, he now 
knew, slie was more strong than he. Somehow 
he must get liiniselt under wise aiid full control 
beforo; the Sultan arrix'ed. It would l)c unseem- 
ly if he lost his tenijier or in rage broke his 
plighted promise rd sale conduct to his enemy. 
A.S he struggled with liis feelings he began to 
sus]H'ct tliat women were l)etter exponents of 
seffabiu:gat ion tlian wen* men, though the 
latter talked most about it as a rule. 

Well, tlier<' was no turning back now, he 
told liimself, and lie would go through with it. 
And sinca' witli this im})ertinence went a promise 
of immediate cessation of hostilities, he delibe- 
rately turned his thoughts to the morrow. The 
Muslims gciite lu- wmild be able to take up 
again the strands ofeUdicateweb he and Padmini 
had In'cn weaving for the betterment of their 
kingdom. True 'the shape and texture of their 
final j thins still lacki'd sharp outline due to the 
set -1 taek caused by the famine, but its prepara- 
tions were in train. Perhaps he could use their 
rei'eiit close and unpleasant tryst with death as 
an argunieiif with bis clansmen, that \var is 
iiut lo\'(‘l\' tfti" its own sake, nor the most fitting 
occupation for men, and that those who think 
it is are but dwellers iu the darkness. 

Then, the i>siies clearer in his owm mind, 

he got 11]), shook himself as if to be rid of 
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doubt :u)d liositoju'v. and r.'im'ned 


^0 the 


As soon as the scnti i,-. a iiiiniiiirci 
Suliaii was apjmia.'bii!;;, Sm-h 

tho Suraji»oi ,<;a(c. Hr . limb, A ,,p tlu 
sloiK' stairs (o ilm | b,- ■^ulfaii al 

ol a small mount, •<! w.i- jn.^t 

the fool of the hi!!. K'lttau >in’'!i > 
dismoimf. siaH t., rlmib tlio pauU , 
ttoit'd that tlu* t‘si'(,rt wa*- rt'nriin, 
went, down to llu' .".at 
and awaiteti tli 


t l UtiiTcd it to i I 


fliat the 
'Vent to 
narrow 
du* Itead 
’’eaeliing 
nw liiin 
>at!i and 
I lii-n he 




The piettm* tl.at Rattan , 

that was to rema.iti likr a < aiif <i' in ih', memorv 
* 'vasofamau in hi,- oath thiitu*, onwerfil 

luyit He luu! a slioii u.'ll tiimine.i lieard 
and a Imik angular no-,*. ||,, lij,.. f„ii |,„i 

lorn. He was drr.-:.ed m tie- maia! Muslim 
style ot he day ioiiu pirated ,,,, 1 . houiul at 
the waist by a eolotired kautima l .uul. and bduw 
tills loosr bn)cadr* frtnisrr'% i hi hi- in**ri -iml 

cent jewels. lh,s ('omplesioii tor on,’ ,if his 

" t'V '■.•aN.n of 

Ixtld lii'e shot, io\in!> and 

imrnrt.V' m.fnr.i that thov 

n SSe f ‘*”HVssi.m ot .Jttestinuing. 

themeetmgasl anr ' 
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As lilt' Sultan i‘nU're(l the gate, Rattan 
Singh raistd his hands, ])ahns together and 
gngers stretclx'd nitwards. to the level of his 
chest, and ri'crivT'd a similar salnta.tion from the 
Sultan. 

‘AVeh'i iine Id ( hi! torgarh.” said Rattan 
Singh with that driental eoiirtes}' to a guest, in 
whieh prirati' liki'-; m’ dislikes must he submer- 
ged In’ I Ilf saiTi'd dill ies of hosi»itaIity. The 
Sultan ri'idit'd wills llic Muslim greeting of 
Salaam Alekutim. 

■‘You ha\c eoine miat ttaidecl, 1 notice,” 
said Rattan Singh. 

"YY>, 1 -s'ld Ihf escort liack,” the Sultan 
smiled. '‘\'ou sec, 1 am not ignorant of ‘the 
high tradition of Ivajjmt hononr.” 

”1 thank x’nu for the conudiment.” 

Tog' lhci' they jiassed out of the .shadows of 
the great gaiewax'. pasta guard of honour and 
took their ^eats in a golden howdah set on 
('amda's hruad hack. 

,Vs (leiiila padded slowly along, Rattan 
Singh pdintrd .,ut to the Sultan the various 
palaces, lake-, and huildings around them. 

'‘ll's a line fortress,” .said the Sultan in 
uneasy and halt iug Hindi, 

"And a strong one, too,” Rattan Singh 
reniinded him. 

“Surely.” agreed the guest. 
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Inside the 'lrj|Hilia (.1 iida halted 

ilowly drujtiied iutn r-itliri;.; pi.-st uai. rhi'Sultan 
uid Kawnl eliiulu'd nut ui tie- huwilali 
mnu'dinteh' alter i-nn i'eii flu- lialln! andieiiar 

At theendiat ihei'iitiui ihi- Siih.i a -aw wlmt 
ij)jieured in be a t» i\v 1 1 ii! , in ! !i: .a t lu' Rani 
I’aihniui nil a eiidiinii: iu r at a short 

.listaiiee and snjtjmrtt d a’aiin t tin- wall was 11 
larjLte mirror. 

Rattan Sin;,',h nnt!i>d iltai tlu' Sultan 
halted a pace ,tnd hi- ViMioii ird u h.tt was i^uinf; 
on inside his miiul. 1 le u Im b. v i.l the ipustiun: 
“Where am 1 to pn ’ 

"If you will stand bi-hmd that envering, 
facing the mirror, the • nrtain will bt- lifted 

and lie Infeed lie- Wnid ntil nf his 

throat. Ins tingeix pre- aie' tiiin ihi' palms nf his 
hand till the knuekle- simwnd :‘in\ through the 
skin "your request will be tuinlh d. " 

It is donlitfnl if ever beimv m -miv such 
melodrama has lieen { 4 a\ i-d iqnm th ’ wide stage 
of human history. An niiti a ■ d h u -ba ml fet terod 
by pledged word and dnt\' t.. In eianNnieii. 
standing sullen ami silent, bis t \ . i unied jtway 
as if refusing to 1h* witnesM-s ,> u.>u!d be Inver, 
whoso word till now had e\t 1 if. n ,1 I.iw and 
who had never known iiin al in . id \ a nee. hot 
for lust and .seared by nmnih nl ih.ibiiity to 
quench his tires, yet piiweiless r\. n nnw rxeept 
to gaze, distantly at th e uiif and .ill Ii.tiiseeiidiiig 
passion of his life, unattainable, inn- t v, reiiinte 
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and mirroivd ;is inira,uc: tlu; woman tiercely 
determiiK'd to save those siie loved yet equally 
deteruiiiied iie\-er to \’iekl honour or body to 
thissuiioi tlu'se were the actors on the stage. 

Slowh' llie euiiain lifted. 

Rattan Sm;:h lieard a quick intake of breath 
bv the otfier. !h ard tlie breath held. 

At tir- t I’adiniiiiV eyes were downcast. 
She knew her qube was racing wildly; .she tried 
to reason with lieisclf. 'i hen for a inoincnt she 
raised lier eve> to meet in the mirror those of 
the Sultan. 1 here was something in them that 
sturthai here the\' stanutnl so ciueh evii and 
yet .so furiouslx' ali\ e. She dropped her own 
again. 

The Sultan’s gaze remained rivetted on the 
rdleclion in the 'mirror. Upon his mind was 
being graved indelibly the impression of a 
rounded fare cutraueinglv lovely, eyes shadowed 
by long enrling lashes, and lips faintly parted 
in the in^eintai'h* smile of Mona Uisa. 

Suddenly he pulled himself up straight, 
bowed to the minor and turned. 

" I mn-'t thank vou and your charming 

Kaui lor the iiniiour you have done me this 

day." he said, his voice level and without a 
trai'u nl rrassiiu^it* 

Rattan ^iugh bowed in acknowledgement, 

l)iit wiiTcl - nut conic. 
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, 11 vinnvill 

IH.rnuf me lo say so. tlm po-t.- mui sin^o 

India are uneon-ed crattsmon: i h.-ir sunns ,h ” 
y<»ur wile tell only hall the Ituth." ^ 

Ily nioNvd towanh. the do. ir. K'ai tan vSineh 
lollowuiK. llmi,e on the u.ill u.-ar tiu- ,4 
was the iteaee Ireatw ■•W'haf- lhai?” he a ski'd 

^ I he Siiliati eaye a ho.ti e ,-,hnri lauirh. 
^ \es 1 m sorrv lo ha\ e hroken that." he sJid 
but I was misinformed. Shall we a-aime lint 
it is rent'Wed as Irom this honi " 

I lull Wonld yiVe me\i !\ t ie, It jdeasiirc.” 

Arrived again at the Mnajp,,! yate the 
Sultan- turned as if to take lease. ’’Isn’t that 
the envoy your father •'t ut to me,'" he asked 
jerking his hettd towards wher<', .it .-onie dist- 
anee, Italji was standiiia. 

“Yes. that’s Balji." 

darkly^ ”*** " ''•***^ Sultan 

.f‘‘p5>''d fill' other. " Ihit why 

I’ll tel Hhlu down the road wit li me and 
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“ You can thank Balji for all the trouble 
you have had. When you return I trust you 
ivOl put him to death; he really deserves it. And 
I you can get back the large sum pf money 
iie took from me, I shall be grateful.” 

” He shall die this day before sundown,” 
Rattan Singh assured him. 

Suddenly he was seized from behind, 
pinioned, thrown on his back, roped, lifted and 
carried off. 


vm 


F N inside Chittogarh slept that night. It 
had been left to Uncle Gorah to break the 
news to Padmini. He found her lying on a 
couch when he went in. The strain had been 
great and she felt the need for rest. She did 
not look up when he entered and he stretched 
out a hand and touched her forehead tenderly. 


“Back, darling?” he heard her say. 

Getting no reply she looked up. 

“I thought it was Rattan, Uncle. Isn’t 
he back yet?” - 

Gorah told her ; saw her eyes becoine stony 
frozen: watched the blood dram from ® 
and neck; heard her arm drop on the couch as 
consciousness faded out. ‘ 

Next momixg a MusUmierald 
the gates and announced the terms on which 
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the Ra\VMil would In- r('h*aH’ci Th,. 1:1*1, 
within tlR. t„rln.s, aI,,,,""™'' 

Fildm.ni n,snl.,lli,.„,vnM,.„. " I rli IIr H ml 

Mtow!" 

Then she .srinimr.iirt! i.tirafi anti li.ulul 

“Padmini, Patlunni, wa eau'i Ri 

Bile liearcl thcnn s,n\ ' 

“ Iwar not lor iny honour." da- >aiti (luidk 
an arm round tlie should, a- ot . a. h •' hS 
has provided the moans ot oseape '• and sh 
showed them a small Im ket e.-utaininy pois.^ 

Uncle (»urah liroke loos,. her arm nnf 
sat down. “Look here." he sale!. - w 'v . tfJ 
to tind a way to .sa \-e y. m i„>ih , ’ ’ ■ 

Little .by little frorn the sniail st-ed ot 
determination, a plant .spnnitrd, waxod LTeat 

came t(, fruit, l,.|i<l.-,l „,1 

plaimmKof tlie Ihrm .•„„s|,in„,L! ’ ' ‘ 

'"li'l'a'inn wa,. M-iil lu thf 
iMiltan, thatoiitheiiiiy lu-witlidn-w fn.inChittoi 

change for her hiislamd, l„.l i„ „ 

oth°rrZwToTel™LoLvk'’"," 

cf 4i7Se“rM4';jr;r,i;v' 7f 

decorum and Drivac" ^ samtitv of female 
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J'U’lnrc (insk tel! that ni^ht every aiTange- 
iiient which the C(V!i-^|iirators had planned had 
been completed. ( )ne linndred covered litters had 
been collei'l ed ;ind sinod ready on tlie ojien space 
behind (he Siirajpol pale. One hundred of 
thebra\’c-l .d (he parriso!: had I)ccn selected to 
travel in (he li{ ti r>. h’or each were provided four 
soldiers di'e.ui- rd a- liiii-r [lorters; and in each 
litter now ii- (inla sword and sliield foreachofits 
four hearer>. I 'm le liorah was to travel in the 
leading liltei' and counnand the force at his own 
special wisli and ordering. 

'riiat ni'dd (leuah. Uaduland Aunt Jodhi 
ill dined with I’adniini. After a meal of no 
better fare than >er\e(l to the troops, the Lord 
jf Rhynie'^ came in. (joing up to Gorah, he 
legged hi- sword. Then he sat down, the sword 
before him and l)lessed it in these words: “By 
;h(' pii'ceptor Goruknath and the great God of 
Kklinga. |i\' Takyae tin:' siTpent and the sage 
Hariia, hy Mha\ani. strike!” 

I’reseidl) Aunt Jodlii anxse and stood be- 
fore lier huslfnnd, lu'r eyes half-closed, her hands 
together in front other. She paused awhile, 
trying to cuitrol tiie flntterings in her heart. 
Then, as is I In- eustoin of her race on the eve 
of battle, 'he gave tins e.xhortation to her man: 
''Vietoiy and fame to my lord ! Oh, son of the 
( hohaiis, m glory <*r itt ph'asure who has tasted 
•so de.-p a- thee 1 ' 'I'o (He js the de.stiny of gods 
as well as men : all desire to throw off the old 
garment : hut to die is to live for ever. Think 
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not on the morrow of splf Pm+ • 

let thy sword divide thy foes andT^^?^" 

thine other half in heaven.’' ^ 

r listen to the two of you ” lai^K ■ 

Oorah, one would think I was goW Zt 
a forlorn hope, instead of one of thVfir 
ever planned.” He DdL°?1 
Jodhi to his side, put an arm rnnnri k 

»yt on: "By theLy. Pad ”„r"htert f 

got just a little something to drink to tf 
success of to-morrow ? ” 

and pmducTit”"'' 

grand™*a:?'VV"s' to 
emptied his cup tohhe dre« He I?, t" 

S?“s to said* "lii 

nere s to you, my very dear wife ! " 


heavhy chainTF^^^ tent 

almost The Sulta/”^®^’ 

that he woukl informed hin 

for the Rani 

liavi4 fallenlntn +1“^! cursed himself for 
he had been’ And v ^ simpleton 

from her sacrihce Padmini 

cicrmce. The only course left was to 
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back, coHr* t a lonv and try to recapture 

lint in till- nicaiitiiur He felt sick at 

ccrtaint x' <>i what would lx; lier fate. 

StraUK'' iaut ii H conic to one whose mind 
heart arc iln.L'.i'cd and drooping. vSeveral 
■s lie tlioin.dit lie heanl Ikt call his name, 
’ot up uud looked alioul him, .straining his 
l(ical<'h her soice again, 'fhen, desperately, 
irew lunix'lt upon his <-(»uch with a rattle 
rains, c»nl\' to teel ('.od had forsaken him 
to taste the hilteiest dregs of degradation 
desjrair. 

IX 

the. fort a mt‘ssage had been received, early 
:he following inornirsg, that the Sultan was 
ared to accept the terms proposed. His 
; was packing up to go and would set-out 
ion as the Rani reached his camp. A short 
would he given f<i the Rawul to bid 
veil for ever to his wife. 

Hehind tlu! Surajpol gate Rajputs, armed 
head to foot, wen' <>ntcring the litters, 
ng the eurtiiins around them. Gorah stood 
hing. 

Snddenh- at one .side a brawl started among 
litter-porters. "What the hell are they 
ing ahold ?" lie demanded. 

" lust a vouug man ousting a porter who he 
is too old to carry the load,” he was told. 
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i lood lad! iif c, iniuii in . , | jit < i 
tlial tiu- lad wa- had.d, !„■. 


<■ knowing 
incl the 


i^ark 

down the' 


SltiW'lv' tlu* aali - \\cir !i(|) 
pmcossittn I«'q;iint . .win' nr | 



tiins III,. |i,„, '■* 

'!“■ "'"I'li : "1 «, iih ii r.K,. ii ,? 

iHnrUiiv ,.l I',.; 

d'S,,"'. ■I"ns; lr,m,“ 

ti.,. 

walclKTs saw 1|„. Ii.a,|,i,.: I,,,,., ,|j . ^ 

un oiuiosiin* friu-od in ifiif . 1 '1* 

followed i„. tin- r..si \,,V"ii', r' 

jdlwlu. watch,.,! l„.aa„ |„ |„a, l,l:,„‘.'r',a' ; 1',:;*/ 


'"'"'"."1. ill a B„r. 

terlB rS, i ilA 'I t..a|.|„te, 

ducts of dm T ' ^ *tfip*'d'd wuh thf ian*st pro- 

and i'»‘kliara. Shiraz 

this Hutat 

Padmini in a 1 , 1.7 I *•'' "* ri.yal state, 

palaces Wo seraeli''c^w‘’*'^' 

ser^ighos, h,s uf.dili of Koldand 
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silver, liis hnanicii (rrasiirc of ^ums, his dreams 
of world- wide ( (.iHiuest. hver since he had 
seen her in ( In- niirri »r. he liad known scarcely 
an hour nl I'.'atv. I’assion and lonj^ing had run 
riot lhriin!;,li^ lii:- \ t'ins, his wits l)lown feather- 
ffise h\’ hnrrifaiii's nf fi-ax'ing. 

And now, watfluii!.; (he sand falling 
smoothly in llu' Imu!' l;1;i» In-forc him, the long 
dnys and liniii',- ut hi- yoai'ning, lie knew, were 
drawing to a When the last grain had 

ialli'ii. Katt.in Ain;,, his larewidl over, would be 
speeding on hi-, way. He sfoo<I uj) and put his 
arms out ii-a<l\ to (■inhrace lier, to enfold her, 
hh whole I ndv treinhling with antic'ijKition. 

Tlie host lagging grain slithered through the 
aarrow waist td the ljunr-glass. He got up and 
talk'd aluiid to Kafur. 

“ Hring Iter to nte,'* wa.s all he said and 
Kafur w<'nt to do his bidding. 

lie stood tln'fc breathless, his face tense 
iiid drawn with the greatness of the moment. 

Suddenly his c.vpression changed. He stood 
istening intsmt, his eyes fixed, his head turning 
ti short jerks as if ttt capture sound. Then he 
!ash(‘<l from the tent, itpsetting the hour-glass 
she went. 

()iifsi(h> ordered confusion met his gaze. A 
ini' of fnlh'-artned Rajputs blocked the way, 
iroviding a rover for 'others hastily arming, 
uul h< Iiinil them he could just glimpse a rider 
allopitig towartls the fortress of Chittor. 
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•vAflcr him. .it’tiT liifii.'’ hf -iTi'umcd. “j 
year's pay td tla* man wlm --lay- nf ^’niches him 
And iuni uiit all the an.inls." 

Slowly. l)i.ifMiil\ the I iaii-mfii fell ha^l 
before e\ er-i(inf,i:-;u,;’ |ifr:---ine. I'ise Imndrei 
ayainsl thomaiai' , 

(hire (lOlah. tl' lilli, ' di ■ | i iMti-iy. luiikei 
moiiH‘rdaril\' al the edny ,,!1 hi- rii;ht. 

‘‘('lUtKl (lod. Madid' What I he liell ar 
yon doiny liere." he managed in M p. 

" J UsI .. .ei liia'. . . 1 1 1 |<aa ih - | ienir. ..yuU,. 
ineiil iolit d..daat eM-mie . ’ W liie ie|iiv hi 
lu'ard. j 111 net na led 1 1\' deep I 'I'eti it in ; ,t rid yrunt 
as Madul liyhtiiu: liken viinne linii. eut \irionsl' 
at a Mnshni Iteail. 

"W’ell. •'iiaa’ you ale hi re." in f.illier toll 
him as he toimd breath i a > ipp. ii'i Miiit \ “ cuHec 
sonii’ of the men aiiif lail Imel. mid Imli! a lin 
we can retieai ihruiiidi." 

As he withdrew, li.idul li-ii!,ed back. X. 
armuid Kajput^ were lalhn;’ but .m the \va; 
tluiy liad eoiiie lav. writhiti", ten i ime- a> inair 
stricken Mtislini.s. 

He I tilleeted some tift\ iiii n and leiin-i! t 
the Itottuni of the path leadli.; up (< ■ -ah t am 
the Surajpol, Tlience he watilnd the batik 
.saw his side retiriiif- pate b\ pai e, > 1 
fightiny' like devils possi In I li" ri iirfiisioi 

and dust thrown up bv the emitlii i , he t oukl no 
at first single out his father. '• i „ id ' i hope he’ 
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all right ,’’ li(‘ hrcath(‘d through his teeth. Then 
he saw hnn, saw luni go down upon a pile of his 
own victims. I ,.ars welled uj) in his eyes. 

Minutes semned like hours till the sorelv- 
pressed line was upon tlieni. They onened L 

if fJx'n took up their fight 

But liow lew vvere tins nuununt halting behind 
hen ( uvei, seeking to regain breath, to^staunch 

their gushing wouiuis. 

, Tin-re wa^ to !„; no n-st, no let-up in the 
tempo ul the battle, hor the Muslim^ at this 
point 1 wa. now or iu-_ver, and they pressed 
home then- attacks with fresh troops and 

recloulTltHl x'luour. 


Imekwaids. ever backwards, fighting each 
stop. 1 hi- iipw.ird gradient giving them some 
slight temporary advantage, retired the gallant 
band. I hen at la-^t how far away they had 
.wined ; tin- - In-ltor of the walls. ' A storm of 
puelni-' .iiid .mows from the closely-manned 
txitfleinenl.. halted tin- Muslims. In that brief 
s|);u-e the :;.ife,, -.wmig ojieu and the suryiyors 
poured 111 les- than iifty of the live hundred 
who had eoiie out so bravely barely two hours 
before. ' ‘ 


badtil sank down exhausted. He was bad- 
ly Wounded in tin- f.ice and .shoulder. - For a 
time he l,i\ panline, his mind a blank. Then 
heiheard.i \oi(-e, his mother’s, 

“Hadul. iSadul, my son, my son !” 
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She sat down hv him ^f.um<-hin- tl.ofl 
of blood, hor whul<.i..in,a ou.irmnrah. ' 1 ? 

"Dead on the field.” 

He heard her ehoke hack a soli 
how did he fi.ejit r ” 

"He was as a reajier th tin' !iar\i'st ” 

"Yes .5” 

"On a gory bed of homnir lie spread -i nr 

pet of the slain: a Isu lsua.u. j rnuv Ins pillow 

htUay him down and Oeeps "'tuTumided l)y the 

"And you, Ikuiul iu\' sun ?** 

"I followed for a time las steps asa humble 

gleaner of his sword.” 1 



. •■■oMliadivcamedthe.shdter 

t, a'u only thomrhfi 

had been for Padmini. “Where is 'she 

himself oil his pantinj 
horse. And, told that she u as in thi* bastion' 
he had gone to her straighhva\‘. 

Aunt Jodhi withdrew as she heard himl 

lui uii pr\ |!||^ 111 j 

RAtmTii'l. ft. 


•Padmmi , few words passed hi 


Rattan *'i 
tween them, 
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ftey clung to each other with a violence that 
aught to purge their minds and hearts of the 
ioubt and dull despair that had held them and 
omake room for immense peace and beautiful 
eahty. He whispered and rewhispered her 
ame, softly, as if it was the most beautiful 
jund on earth. 

After a time he said : “Who thought out 
hat plan?” 

“Uncle Gorah and Badul chiefly.” 

“ And you. . .what part did you pla}^ ? ” 

“I helped all I could.” 

I “ Well, it was magnificent,” he said and 
pressed her to him again. 

Then suddenly : “ But we’re being selfish, 
iarlmg. Out there men are fighting and dying 
for us.” ./ & 

He took her hand and together they went 
lut on to the balcony. 

Then: “Stay here, beloved, I must go and 
lake command.” He left her but was glad to 
Ke Aunt Jodhi returning as he went. 

It was Rattan Singh who organized the hail 
)f javelins and arrows that halted the Muslims 
s soon a.s they came within range and permitted 
ke survivors to regain the fort. 

But later when he called the roll, his heart 
bled. Over four hundred and fifty of the pick 
of the clan killed or missing. And Gorah, 
|UncIe Gorah, among theifi'T 
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■■ Wluii li t;.Ms tiark.” hf fl-l his ir 

Ulan'S' 

1 hi'D' arc Utijic." hi- h ■ a r. 1 •• w , , 

llll'l l«ni III,' ,, 'i" 't 

I'-c : ,h '"'f 

' '"'"atmds, 

. M‘' Went liat k i,, ih.- 1* )| i,.,, ri, ,, , 

"Hill met him, hn hi. r a h. i. ' i., I- J '‘^1* 
Aunt jinihi -av die i_ ,, , 

'mee." I, ,,, I . 

'AmnhymmstephiV- 

l-Jnt Aunt jniihi «a .del, rnnn.-.l "W nU 

yi". 'V,sl, ,|,nn„ .,11,1 i;,;,,,,,"..""* 

'All.I iliink, ilniii. ' \V|, ,, 

ached heudnl hv' \,V„t "li 1! "I’i*";: 

JircKsed ftiru-mi t . ' i •ft'' fnnvd 

ill M.d, 'sai-ri , If I'"' ''''''r'’ 

reckoned. ■ "t "o they 
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"l.irhi iiji." '.iu' itrdfitul. and wliilc the 
tiniluT 1 '' " ‘111 i‘f > i.ii'Klt'. tile lire til catcli Imld, 
she tuni'-d ti ’ 1 '-.ttliil. 

"Tell nil' di'* -aicl. “hitw did my 

litiliivi'd .11 ijini liiin ell in Imt ! le?" 

"()li: iiiitihi-i. It-i’,'. fertlier dea-rilic Ids 
deeds u lieii hr li lt le i h le In tlread'or admire 
liim?” 

\ smile lit liei t'.ii r; -he ela-ped him (o her 

,11 line li'ii" la: ! eiiitn.irr' .iiiel thi 11 with: “jMy 
lord will ' hide in\- del;i\ spraiii,', into tlie 
tliunes. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

A uieht 111 1.1 II II mt a f itiu hir the .slain, and 
Kaftan Siie h well Umm Ihe aftermath that 
must I'll! lie, \\lii ii the news heeanie known in 
tile 111 il 1 11 id 1 1 11 iM ' fliaf had died that day. 
Fires, liiv-, iiie . Ill' tidd Ininselt till his. smilwas 
sick. 

He lis tM'-iii;', nil his bed, pleasure of 
reiiiiiuii and pi.iiii li'i mi knnwled^e ot tlie cost 
diasin:; ism h nihei ihii«n':ii his thridddag mind 
like li’‘ dll .mil ' h.tde. Hnf till- dei'pest wound 
was the hr-.. Ilf I ‘nele tiurah. liver since the 
old Haw id’s de.iih, it was Horah to whom he 
had e\er turned ti.r lieljt and i-ncouruKement. 
New he was :;une, puim. he told himself, and 
wept. 

Dawn li.tmd hitn hapgard and heavy-eyed, 
worn (luf liiil ipiite incajwble of sleep. Padmini, 
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l<'“. f;i\' tJhTf, |),.| ,, 

l‘"l, I" ■ '•! 1 II. 1. ", ,,',r 



I'lthrl, ' '' ""i'l linl .nllU; Ic 

, * '“'''">1 111'* ill,. 11,111 I. n I-. , 

j'W :UUl tlixl.ui! .11 111 I i,'... ' , SolIIHi, 

Jiiii-liijt, ' “ ill.' uliule 

Sin h . , , , 

'vas nu't Ih'Imu- |»\’ K’ HI i I -i- i 

vviiia! IS jf » Vi. 1 

text I hi,. <s ' ^ ■iii.Hk' j„. 

and Icfi.’' '‘" ■'1111’' ii.nr hnikt-n 

Ai'a ytni sun* ' 

a doiKi a ’'!■ I) ui ih.'iiii'X.vpt 

wy l.eavy lossl 
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And tlu'ii ( hit t(iri;arh went wild with 
rejoicin'.'. 'Fiic woMudsand I'ruises of the day 
bcfurc, '■oiiiil hnnofr ot half rations, fear of the 
fate that lilt innv had liuiiit like a black cloud 
over llirm all Wert' lost or foryotteu in the 
common m-um' of doli\'orauC(‘. In the reaction 
of e.\'rii< (1 chi i i tiiliu'ss, I'ich and poor for the 
[tioincnl. Ii i | ( iii'-’, class and caste, became as 
one. Thi'\ h it I hr wall.s. (heir ])osts, their 
lioiises and the iia/aars to siirye round the 
palace, ^imii'how (Aoryone felt tlic urye to go 
there, to see and eoiiyratulate their ruler. And 
two days later, the dead buried, fire gates ojien 
and eaiis ani\ in;; siaeked high with food, their 
joy roM' to new heights, beeanie unbounded. 

M was a f'sw days livter that a memory 
came liaek to Rattan Singh : it smote him as a 
stone In'twnTi the eyes, “My dod;” he almost 
shouted. •• I'd rnuipletely forgotten what the 
Sultan (old me about that traitor Balji.” 

“Wliat did he (ell you?” asked Badul 
whom lhahnini liad insisted on bringing to her 
own (]uartri > to nurse. 

Kalian hingli told him, Rdd also Padmini, 
and will 11 he ha<l linished his .story, Badul 
added hi", of how Balji had tried to desert 
one ni;;lit. 

“I’ll li,t\" him arrested at once,” Rattan 
Singh ",iii!. “and we'll try him this very day.” 

it \\a,- .1 pilling, whining, trembling crea- 
ture who, heavily chained, stood some hours 
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later before the seat of iud‘^mpn+ -i j 
assembled Chiefs. He had nothino- fn 
indeed seemed almost unable to speak chkI 
ly. If there had been nought 

demeanour would have been sufficipni-. I Tl 

overwhelming guilt. 

. To all present the Rawul repeated t 4 
information given to him by the Sultair ^ 
then, standing up, passed upot bI lb if 
sentence of death.^ His words TorcW^ 
precise, rang through the whole halT^ ‘Thf 
stain upon the Hindu race, thou imnnrp r 

Ss°v ° covered 

us with shame. May your name die with you f 

The guards dragged him from the room 
for his legs hung as if paralysed. Slaverino- at 

LeTy merw ” hf : "Mem, 
a dontey Then MowS'h,°“‘ *1"“ “I*” 
bat for ’the gaa"ri“d ta^eTorn to t 

coaid stm hear hi^ hTgtpIttodlL’ams™'^^^ 
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up his vvonls : "Sd dirs Saint Heron. May he 
be reincaniatcci a> a snake.” 

“or a e.Ttaiiil v,” remarked Rana Laksh- 
luan Siiiidi. w ho liad a(!eiidedllu!ext'cntion, “he 
buys hmiey tixt di ar ulio licks it irorn thoros. 
It was a d<t!;’s dc.-itli, Imf will deserved.” 

'Flieii someone else recalled Uiat Baiji had 
grey eyes and repiealed thi‘ old saj’iiig that a 
giyy-e\ ed 1 ndian and a w:dkeyed horse, both are 
bad and liotli will let yon down eventualh'. 

.\ Irw da\ s later the clansmen. Iieaded by 
the Rawed, attended a tlianksgiving .service for 
deli\’eranee Irom e\ ii. .Vfter prayers the chief 
priest. Mticiiiy the Rajpnt Irelief that he who 
falls in I'attlc is spared reincarnation, read out 
the nanic- ot all w ho had fallen in the fight and 
lib’ll di'claii <1 : “'I'hese were oiir dear comrades, 
let their name< f\er remain graven on the 
scroll of memoi\. They have left ns, but, 
exempted troiii the pains and troubles of a 
.si'cond birth, lin y ha\(‘ been borne from the 
scciK’ id' their I roiiation in celestial cars by the 
fair me- en; er-. of hea\-en and now live death- 
less in the re.dm^- of t he sim.” 

And at a le.ist that night in honour of the 
dead. Rattan .'’^iiigh, looking round sadly to 
where tioi'ali (iM (I to .sit, said to the Ivana. 
“Thoimh man\' guests be absent, it is the 
cheeiful fai l’ of Viicle Borah that most I 
inis.".” 
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I’' 1 kk (’l:i iismcii liad rrti!ni,.(] to tlmi 

a,„I lil,. I,., ,|n ; 

normal r,„m<l Kali.,,, Si, „;l., ! 

the cunlincs cil turts. tunifii. a^; , ‘i ° 

to the slroii- hills. Tlu-v ki!. h*. ami I>:ul,n5 
that un.>' ni Cornparal s.iiumje euul.l t] ev 
lind balm lor tlavir Imrt mintls. 

.hyer .siiice nneHi ihav had hraji niurdiino^ 
along thnmgh thi.’k t,. the mnrnmr of 

i'A' in',; (if cattle in 
tile vall(_iy.s below, a liwely- r..e(|U(‘nre ef sounds 
Now, with the tall of dusk. I'hev fouu.i C 
selves approadung the end (d their journev i„i 
as vivid contrasts between earth and skv\me 
coming into being. Tliey turned down a mere 

sHlkd”? r'-iched tin- little forest house 

stalled deep tn peace and hn-.-Iv isolation k 

house m wlndi ihry had srieiit the ue\-er-to-hi- 
loigotten days tollouing the., hi Kiiwul’s death 

rS" ' 

^.ni, ill, 

from 'ill','.'' ","""■'■'1 

washed niglits. l'oo’iu'iil"ni'"" I'r 

sfnnri frir/wi b t.H t liiiii I Mint'tiiarv 

faririiid'?'','"" 

hit that liad passed and life 
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that still lay alu‘a<l. And with the passing of 
the days ('anio concord lietween the warring 
elements within, and the ]iower, not to forget, 
but to iind rciuoinbrancc softened to the 
bearability of distant clanionr. 

The days passed \^■ithont llnrry of time or 
sound of l)ast(’. and t-j both of them came a 
povvt'r of rex’cric during which they could sit 
together with hardly a word spoken yet feeling 
in perfect unison of s|iirii ; or conversing leisurely 
and ini' rniitt cut ly as tlie clouds that drifted 
over tliein. 

Sometimes a professional story-teller would 
beguile the hours for them. One story went 
straight to Padmini's heart and woke therein 
once more longings for motherhood and to be 
able to pR'sent Iter husband with a son. 

Once upon ti time, the story went, a stork 
was wingisig its way southwards, bearing a rosy 
baby-hoy f<»r a princess of these lands. As the 
dork approached the jmlace where the princess 
lived,' a cruel boy threw a stone from a sling. 
The stoiu' hit the stork on the head, bid, mindful 
of its pn'fioiis burden, it managed to gain a high 
iukI leafy tn-e. Upon the uppermost branches 
it laid the babe: then died. 

'Die baby, cradled safely in the leaves and 
gently rocked by the summer breezes, felt no 
harm. Lying on his back he gazed up into the 
beautiful blue skies above, cooing and gurgling 
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as is the manner nf babe., liuj nre^:entlv i,. 
grew hungr\- and Ix'.nan l«i <t\'. 

Ihen all tlu* birds that !i\cd in ihc 
in nearliv ones slarfed toa-sl;- " W’h-i f ’< Vi,Uo 

wiu.'s,i,..r And .s ,h. nvi' "lu”;:;" 

tlu'y went to look, and luinid the baby. ’ 

“My goodness." siid the I'lee I'i,.. 
old ( ut'k()o has been at hi > ■’anie- a;;,un, leavitrr 
ills l)«il)i(‘s libr s< Ji I li ‘i blit * (*1 m* lit 

„ ,,, “ ^ ’lavenr; deni.'d the t uekuo angrilv. 

it s noiu^ of my {Itun- this linir/' ' 

n,u™‘' r"'y^ '™ 

atnu.u. ai III,. „,n |„,'a ]| 

mouth. He must be Inmgrv." 
suitabK ’T‘/ 

well in II f ^ its l>eak 

mils elt ' 

lovell-^^Av I'f* "ti and drew 

Ml} .sweet fresh iieetar Iroin the neas in the 

palace garden and retnnir.! lu fee,! tiie baby. 

brow," ehorusMd all the birds 

druieh'.""',*'. '''■>■ '.nloii'iy 

bnini; 11^* l^nnw 111- li.itl iniirc 

than all the rest of them pm tiigeiher. 

^ You must make a nest lor him of eonrse." 

‘‘Yes. of cour.se. of eonrse." I hev all agreed. 

' ' bciciiiiHii Huu?* till* birds 
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could lilt the halE\ the nest. ha.(l to be built 
around him- And, watching tlu; Weaver-bird’s 
[anny antics it almost stood on its bead at 
[imes- the lad)}' laughed, chuckled and kicked 
lisleg's til! tlu^ Wea\'er-bird said a little testily ; 
'Can’t any of s'ou make him lie still ? With all 
tis kicking I keep on breaking my thread.” 

“Wt‘’l! sing to liim,” they olTered, and soon 
tliebabe dropped oti to sleei). but they would 
not let the ( row join in, because it always 
seemed to lie suHeriug from a sore throat. 

Wlien the nest was fmi.shed, the Crow 
inf;pected it. "loir loo liard for a naked baby,” 
ivas his judginent. "b'ind something soft to line 
it with.” 

fust at that moment a flight of ducks 
passed o\'er aud the Crow cawed loudly to them. 
One Cider Duck carm' down. “What’s bitten 
you, Crow ?” he asked. 

On hearing the story, it at once agreed to 
liel}). It s<‘ttled hy the nest and began to pluck 
nut the softest of soft feathens from its chest. 

Soon tin* baby was packed in snowy down 
and tlu- l-lider Duck flew off with its waist-coat 
looking inuclj as if the moths had got into it. 

bastiy the Tailor-bird brought rose petals 
and sewetl them into white sheets and a pink 
covt-rlet. 

Wiicn night came all the birds were very 

tired from their unu^al labours. 
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liaves«,rny-oih« aft.-rtheb.K, 

«it iiiglil, Stiic! tin* f hjw linriK'. 

wlint iilHiiif t**’ 

ed the Weaver^bird. -Su ' > , 

the work.” ■' ‘^1 

^ ‘‘l'';‘i'il'>s.snsu>uaI.”rninuwntrdtlu-Crow 

(>(> and wak<‘ H]' ‘'iic <.( tlmsr ‘d.-rpr ( hvl,>+c 
that inakc such a utti-i* at ui'du." ' ^ 

So Ihc Owlets took over uicld siutv ant? 
«u-h in turn sat hy tlic i.ahv, their lilt'll 
.ulnik as shaded nrdit liclrts witlaait whicirnc 
nice hahy will ;;<» fu > leep. 

Ai ‘yi^'Ii t‘vt*iiiny Iietoi'e thc( HvlctsarrivcH 

the Nightiiikalc sany liillahics. an<l eaiiv evorv 
morning the Cvickoo railed -.IK times (. 'tell £ 
baby It was tune to wake. 

Ihe seasons passed and the habv erew 
^tronp-r. [hit tlw poor Uonev-hird 
kot Ihmnei aiul fluniier fivim; to fnid him 
enough nectar to sutish' his gmuin t appeti/r 

sighcd^he'SqTal^ '''''' 

feedinftl, "‘I",' '‘■"I '■■"■tij* Imlo 

ancl refused ; hi' '-s alurat, 

^dn’t ft m oil up. if they 

uiun i no as they were asked. 



siF.fn<: 


241 


One (lay a little 'i'ree Squirrel cliiTibe(i up. 
He .^aw the baby Ixdaq fed and, being of a 
Iia]i[hV, sunny nature squeaked in a high falsetto; 
■'Can’t 1 bring some of niy food for him?” 

‘‘What nuts aiul hard th.ings like that! 
How ('an he eat them? He hasn’t got a beak.” 

‘‘Hut he probably lias teeth. Let’s look.” 
hid h(‘ tickled the baby under liis chin with 
lis l)ush\' tail till the baby ojicned his mouth 
dde. “Look, look,” the Squirrel said glee- 
ullv. ‘'he's got lots and lots of teeth.” Anil he 
pi'd a%va\' down the trcte. 

I’reM-ntly he ndurned with an armful of 
lilts. He sat by the nest, cracking nut after 
lilt and feeding them to the baby, who thought 
hey were lox-el}? and a.sked for more. 

Tliere came a da>' when the baby crawled 
lit of the nest and began to climb about the 
ranelu's. 

“He’ll be starting to fly soon,” shouted 
r('e-Li(‘, but the ('row only laughed at him. 

“What, fly without wings!” he scoffed and 
u- ‘I'ree- Fi(' felt it had said something very 
mlish. 

Bv and-bv the baby's journeys grew longer 
ltd more daring, till in the end he found him- 
‘If for the first time on the ground at the foot 
[ tht‘ t ree. He had never felt the earth before 
1(1 was a frightened because, unlike the 

ee tons, the earth never moved when the 

P 
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winds l)le\v. He tlinii:dit that wa^ \-,tv sir. 
indcfd. ■ ‘ ' 

f in, hi and went 

fuilhci ahfld. Hr I'\rll tn lind sullle ni 

Ills own loud In. Ill lini v r.nd I'niit lieaiing 
rccs. It was ultdr M . 1, :,r rd ..Ur dav th t 
he nrarly dirtl ,4 H,. 

wliu I'lrin Mini Innk luni m|. with iIimui ^ 

“(III htuv drr;i,l|'u|.'’ 

‘"Wrrr tlirv kind in Inni ; “ 


/.i : ri! 


'iidiiiini. 


" '■ ' 'nan on 

htlll tn !h. I d.n . rud !j,r I'n.i,,,,’ 

thrir. will) >dll iutd li. I lii'dn ,,dn| \. d ’> 
“Aiul alti I I hat : '* 

Hr errw ii'i iiih. a lui'- man and later 
becainr tiir kn,.... ,\nil i . r .ii-r ,,i uhaj tlie 
buds had don.- Inr luin. h. mad) ilm kiilinr of 
all hirdsunl.iuhiland inno .ih; wiinh- l.in-rinm 
mtu one miniriisc bnd nn . t n ,i \ " ] 

d'taltan rlailiiir.’' r aid I'adniini inniin- k, 

licrliusl.aiid anil j.iinin. .. haial h,,- knee. 
\vi> snn|.ly iimsf iidi)j4 a hahv, to,..'’ ’ 

"No nri'd to ndoi-t a ,.u m i wi," he 
dns\UTi'(l with ll,,. iaaui. r. si mih- . an, I Impe 
btmuui^ out ol his rvrs 


XII 

/J'Hh.IR short sojourn in il,r innmiimn.s over,; 
apital to pick up onct- aj^ain tlw Hurads of lifel 
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fbere they had put them down to meet the 
luslim onslaught. And each day Padmini 
fould go to the shrine of Siva Mahadeo, Great 
lod and Giver of Life, to pray that she might 
e blessed with the gift of a son. 

Seated in the dark, incense-reeking temple 
y the side of the Brahmin priest, she said her 
rayers and made her vows, then lingered on 
)r a time listening to the intoning of the 
nests and the occasional throb of drums, 
nd anon, when the priest added butter to the 
nouldering fire before the image, a flame 
oiild leap up, lighting sensuously and for the 
lotnent the face of the God of Creation and his 
liallic emblems and allegories of fertility carved 
1 the walls around. 

Then some months later she knew that her 
:ayer had been answered. With a heart over- 
inning with joy and gratitude she went to the 
mple, and there, with only the priests to 
;ar her, she sang God Siva’s hymn ; — 

“I am the God of the sensuous fire. 

That moulds all nature in form divine. 

The symbols of death and of man s desire,^^ 
The springs of change in the world are mine. 
Thus fortified, she returned to tell her 
isband the news that thrilled her and she knew 
Dukl thrill him too. And he in his turn told 
lysu and the three together rejoiced and gave 
anks to the great God Siva. 

“Now my son, whom I have personally 
lined just for this, shall serve him even as 1 
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have served his father." tlie old man said hh 
eyes alight with excitenient. 

“And his son afterwards shall serve mv 
grand-son," Rattan Singli fold him, flatting him 
on the hack. "Se'C that lie, loo, is brou"iit nn 
as ho .should he.*' up 
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I 

O N IIh' si<it‘ of (lie royal cremation 

eriiiuHl, h:inl Ity (In* sjiot whence Aunt 
[odlii had h ft on wines (jf llanie to join her lord 
n [laradi-ie Kalian Sinyli and Paclmini erected 
aiiu'inoria! lo I nch' (iurah. 

h’roni a inailile laise it rose on four carved 
pillars to su[>iHH'i a .eliNteiiiiif' dome. The sides 
of the hast- weie M'liljilured with a frieze of 
elephants and horsi’s. meetiiif' on each side of a 
graven (al<h t which n;rordecl in letters of gilt 
tile following tribnti- to his gallantry : — 

Whilo the snu contimu'S to warm the earth, 
so long shall the fame of Gorah Chohan 

endure. 

While th<‘ icy Himalayas rest on their base and 
the occau'contimies to form a garland 

round 

the neck ol earth, so long shall Gorah 
( holla n's glory be perpetuated. 

In the midst of tlie armies of the foe Gorah 
Chohan was a tiger and as a flame in dry 
forest. 

h'or Aunt Jodhi they raised a little platform 
md placed, upright thereon, a stone depicting 

m 
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u fcni:il<' ti.mu-f with !i,ui<is j.iiiu-t! in 
fttr siu'li is till' ('fni'-un uf k’.ijpni". 


l.nsiiy K'ail.in > 
l^irded hiui witlt n • « . !!( 
in Itis fallirr':. 


llatliil and 
liiiti as Thakur 


.\il ih -i' t !ii(! dt-v 
it was ri’dil aiiil j rvir: r I 
{ildf ii \'f thin [hmi tl • 11:. 


. n-it Miilv ln’cause 
‘!i'' Htniiu'iu'h- 


i Ill'll I )ia ‘ : i : 1 • ! I 

'‘I’ndiii lia. lu i'i'. ! 

oiii Id til ! *1' ’iKi i 11: i ! . , ^ 

K'.dlaii Sills li, M lui i.iii 
U::d iiiai ria ;f I'an Isi ias . 
ali sidns to iiril a lu i i 

Badul. 


^ d 111 111 1 Ii iisliand: 

' ' -tati' and’ 

' ^ Biiiil-; " And 

‘ !a l iiaiildiuiS'-' ' 

' n: nil' ci'soi 

‘ ‘ i n M Us- hritlr ft) 


As llii'\ I t'l III j ;> '1 i . ' 4 ' !i !:S' 1 1" I 1 ri'i’orlni 

tiic rc'-iills mI hi, !ni,-i: ,1; •, s;:i , ,i,. with tin 

oth.r in i.ndsisiA hi- mv.u liiut. im i„ ih, 

disiu\fn*r oi till' l.nii v h,, iinaih’ in 

<'lios('n, a. rii li ivu.ud aw-iii, 
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Oil one (iri;isi()n. liored by so much 
cliscussinii. niso, slri'tclied himself, 

yawitiny. sfartr-d Id Icas'O tlic room. 

\\ 111! Ill i . yuiiii^ Iu\'('r ? " l^ndmijii’s 
(.yisv.i ri- I ri v,i'(l u|i ill lin' amiisinjy way she 
liiiii. wli'-n ii< ib.M;; will) a fractious male. 

• Tn M I :!\v,i\ fn.iu all (his fuss designed 
toMiaro rno and !it iiu' with a ])it and curb'.'” 

I till! 1 \ iiu Waul !o !'('( married?” 

■■ > '.'lu n \ (Hi liud me aiuitlier as sweet 

luiti lo\'l\ VDiirelf. Till Hum ,” he 

dinr-' I'd 111 - ' Irailder::. 

iliriiik \oii, Itadu!.” Site hhrslied a 
little. ! wiiMA . ive 're going' to find you 

a reallx' d'-liei. .Ue iilt |r wife. '' 

1)1 ilr reeauie tire day when, all 
(let. lib .u iai. I d. I '.aiiiil with Itis marriage party 
uei'e (In- t< .1 ,.nl to ;;ii to liis futiin' fatlicr- 
iii-la’.'.'- hou;> . lie Weill (u SUV good-bye to 
I'.iduiiiii. who. I.r.iisiom, must remain behind, 

•’Wi 11, 'ai.Jii byi- itadul, and best of luck.” 

'■I'm a a red till, " his fare wore a .seriou-s 

Itiok, 

hi I lu < I iiji. If heredity means amdhiug, 
Vnudl noii el o\ e! tliat,” shciaughed, recalling 
(iuiair . aiHiabilit les, and Ikidul began to laugh 
a little too, though !u* looked sad. 

When tlie door clo.sed behind Badul, she 
wumh red had she done well to joke with him 
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about his lather. Imu herself, she felt .rlad 
that at Iasi she wa'- Iterjiimint; (li he able to 
think about I iu'le (loj'ah as a tlash-hacl' 

a treasured nieiuorv. .iiid li.i-.ei fhe poienan^ 
hourof his<teatli : thtU!;,;h tlii-. nfi Miirse, woiild 
iKsver (Hill her latitude for hi - , e!l .acriliee ,»■ 
her behalf. 

1 he whole ot t hitiifr-arh and Taleht' 
t III I H (1 ( 111 1 h ( ' f h* ' 1 u o j 1 , 1 1 a \ ! ! 1 a de ; I hru xa' 

show in th(‘ [iear!\ • heeii of d.tw n, .nid later liled 
oul of till' main sale ju-t a-, a etanh ..kv beean 
slowly lo ( hau.ee lonratrsa- and ta c. The 
\\ as s( \ el a 1 I lit ud I ( d ^ 1 1 1 )U ss . d 1 • t ru i et 1 , h )r f iie^ 
Wen' to pass throU'di wiM i ntuil i iiihabitt'd liy 
wildei juu.yle Itibe?- ali’.ay- em the lo* ik out fo'l 
pliuKh'K In thceeiifre \va».aiii le|Taiif beuritiG 
a curtained howdah to luius bai l, the bride.' 

I licit way at lirst la\ ihrou di llat uiiin- 
tere.sliii |4 country. On the thud da\', however, 
they ent(‘n'd the hills, the to.id now bt't'aiiic 
stone-strewn, narrow and uimh. On hath 
sides rose sharp liills c.arbed m thiek forest, 
givinf^ way here and there tti “inal! [>atehes of 
cultivation win ‘I'e till' soil wa ' deep, and only 
ending at the precipitous ehim who h tonned (lie 
crest of the range. 

_ Theyrixieon lumr aftei hour, keeping a 

strict watch for marauding lihih. ! hcM' little 

men of the forests were good mat ksinen and not 
above shooting an arrow just fm the Inn of try- 
msr to hit a moving mark. Hut heyond seeing 
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a few scattered pa tel us ot these people upon the 
hillside, lh(‘V i>asscd through unmolested, 

Al.iait iluM'ighth day (they had all quite 
lost couid (;f liim-'i tlit'v reached a village in the 
cool of f he e\ aaiiiig. Idlrluiig their camp close 
to a well, iluA leisurely ate their meal and then 
sat oil lalkii!" in tile darkness. Imoking up 
into the >k\' Itadii! lelt \'ery close to the stars, 
anti said ee 

"N" oil 'll iu' eh»s<‘r to something just as 
pretty and a eeMid deal warmer in a. few days,” 
one of Ills etmipniiiou.s reminded him coarsely. 

Ikidiil, annoyed, went oil' to look for a 
place to : iei-| 1 it‘ sjtread his blankets ona patch 
ofgra:--^ and I unit'd in. As he lay there wooing 
slei'l', he saw the trees of the forest around as a 
hipU blaek w.ilk Iieani a faint rustling as the 
niftht w ind pa'.- t ti over their tops. ‘‘1 wish it 
were all o\< r,'’ he .'iidu’il and fell asleep. 

l’r.-t ntl\- he was awakened by the clatter of 
lioix:-. and loud talking. A party from the 
bride's home li.td ainNeil to escort them over 
the r. iiiainiii,!', miles. It was Some hours before 
the eaii.p a.miin settled down to quict, and then 
Hadtil loimd he emild not slecj) again. 

lo niorsow night he would not be alone, 
heiv.di od witii ap’prehemsiou. Withhim would 
he a stiau 'i 1 and one of the oppiosite sex. Hell; 
he thoiieht, I’d ten limes rather be shut up in 
a pris<m' alone. What am I going to talk to her 
about 



250 




In till’ 1 1‘\ 111 ■> Ilf till' ) 111 ill 1 i 1 1' ' fill.!- 1 
llu' sliorl III.MVI, > '''ijai 

(iiul til ilifir jt.tinifv lRf.,iv ’ ri,,.,- ^ 

'»■ :u,.i 

(irticfssifin iliri.ii;‘Ji ih, !,.v, i., ^ 

J I \ I is H i If 1 * I \ ' J i I f j S 1 11 ■ 1 1 \ i ‘ ■ t ^ ,■ ■ '} ' 

"y"" ii-ii :i H i.i: , 

your *iiioii.|;„ I:, , Hi , 0 1,1 I ‘ , " 

foollr'pi'i;’""'''''^ ''''' I'li 

:l:il .lO.l 'orViv'j^ 



‘^•tu!|L III ;| t'lril I ,r‘. i..| . .. , , ■> ^ M-iit 

-t-v-v*! I iX'it 1 * ’ '■ ^ ■ 1 1' i I r ; I I'l III • 

n(.i .kLii I’ ( I Vi« iTiffu *:.■■ I * k'otlii 

'vo„,;:.; 

adonmoi, 

rapsraulm/' '■'iylil'f.'iTioffo'R'l';,':,;;^^ 

tho ikm'"' ■' I- I'll' loot 

Sign of mourning. 
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An lunir or inon' after the scheduled time 
(punctiialitN' in llu* Ifust is for the lowly; 
certainl>- not for princes or a Biiidraja, king for 
the da\-, as !.i-i(!('gro(!]ns are called), the head of 
the |)rocc;:-.iini rarno in sight, the vanguard 
comi rising K’awnl K'allan Singli, relations and 
friends. aM nn IihiI. ijohind tollovved musicians 
and ml a.iiioi':', and. laslly. a. towering elephant, 
its chiTks anti (nnik jsiintcd gaily in weird 
designs, ea j siri:eiiiid in silver head-j)late, 
necklai'i' ,i; ij r.ii' I'hains. and Itearinga massive 
goidi'ii Imud.di. in wliii li sat Badill, in a scarlet 
dress and [sn l i nilli kuig gaild Iringes tliat kept 
tii'kiing in i.;r>, 1 In-n rinn'O nriainershriiiging 

up the re;i r, 

I'roin his swaying eminence Ikidnl looked 
down iipeii .1 -'reilnii:.! erowtl lining the route on 
hnlli . idi and lunnd liirnsell level almost with 
l.i:di'iinii • 111 Hal loiih crmvded willi women and 
rliildii ii. 'diead he s;i\v a large marc]uee 
|iitriied in ! unls idi* llie walls of a fortre,ss- 
ra lie. the i ' iiie of iii.s fnlttm father-in-law. 

I hi ', a pproaclied. tiie lu'ide’s jiartv rf)se 
to na el iiiiin. and a few niimites ialer lioth 
I'artii iiihavil the marquee, to rest and wait 
while j.ii. 1 .idiiiinislered some sacrament to 
the mea di-nioimted liiidegroorn. Presently 
Madnl let! i.t peiform llie ancient Toran’ cere- 
ni<in\ . !■ iniinier of the days when brides were 
Won 1 o lot ce. 

Back in the howdah, lance in hand, he 
rodt' lip to the barred portals of the castle. 
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From an ujijior windim- .1 uu-t;d .vhield was 
lowort'd. 'riiis In* strnrk it li thr of his 
lancf, ,synil»)lisii!!4 the Imiviu- the »at('s 
CIuMirs hroko fnun tlif cniud, thr d,„,r.s 
on heavy, eivokiny liiie e- .in«!. •liil mdiiniod 
Badnl ('ulered tlie <'(tnil\M!<i in;M <'k lli'^ waithvr 
bride. ' ' 

i'nmi the eoiu 1 y.ini lie ;i-iViidrd on foot 
tile .stairway tut tie /un.nia. 

h'ur the nu.uient hu (uiuid hini-i’lf a lone 
male among what sreui. d to him a niehtniarc 
host of women. The room u,t . li, a. iiic .aimos- 
])here reeky witli hea\ v \« \ luiiio . I hr I, ride’s 
mothei eanie lorward t<) wrh'onii' him and he 
heard himself mumble a lepU . sh,. hd idm to 
a seat and as he walked aero-', the room be got 
lir.st glimiise of his brido a Miiall, fragile 
little lignn'. robed for marriaee, In i fare cover- 
ed, Inir lu’ad Ijent, whos** uaiiie he had inst 
learnt was Shanli. 
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then 

i^afhei 

rtil iarci 

e. till 1 

her sliouldi 

•rs. Sh 

a III i V, 

i 

‘Wha. 

. .wh,!... 

Avis if , 

Ikidnl was 


'’h vdt 

weim 

■n liuA 

in,;: li\' 

-t erif-; 

W;is ;i 

1 (’as«'*a 



‘ 

* 1 ’ill St 

iriw. 1 

t A Uj It 1 


liicd 

frs 

ih. Slf 


ner\(in% )i,i,,' 

Afs 

Ui^aiii: 




M 

Ihiv. 


!A', 

sliiUl ' 

we dll 

1* * * 


“ 

I la\'n , 

t 


half (1 


Aren't ' 

V-i!i 

“ 

Yes. 

i ilitliri 

S’'* , 1 


In lltllnl) 




'“"i n.. 

HunHiUfUHlI li'i Iti.i I H|,, 

-Hui , ,1. , 

ovmvrumju v..uin. . , u T’ 

tlio waves ..f lif,,. ‘ ‘ ‘»y 

.When Hadnl v-ak,. ,i u k insf 

negumiiin y i ]m 

»Hf,us, Uie (lei rule u list i h, l. i ti : 

''n' ,l;;';;;'s 

His“LtaMJtbr;,^ 
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Shanli's i‘v«*s o])iiU‘d, simled. 

“ Plfiist' sa\' tliat ULaiin. ” 

!n\ i'!\\ Shaiiti, lovady. ” 

■' VdU l<H»k nice. tun. " 

Sill- I ail mil a hand towards him, shyly, 
tentativ i'l\' a t lii sl and linally took his. 

And what niyht liad withheld, dawn 
bmiiajii wiili a Hood of raihiin'. 

5l: * 


n 

B A( K aaain in ( hit toKarh, life took on its old 
[(•jtii'tf. \\(#untls had heal(*d to seals, 
each da\' ua.~ full and throbliiny. But most 
(’.xciliii" '.I all tor k’altan Sin.ith and Padmini 
was tia’ itaai'dii that in a few months’ time 
their I hild \\ mild hi* horn. 

riien, loo. Shanli was }n'oving' a most 
(leliah 1 1 nl addition to tlu' hunilva Hei vitality 
and warm iincuhe towards liiing arid loving 
found an ininu'diale oehu in Padmini s heeiit, 
she wa- <i amii-in'.; when she talked, so in- 
fect iou^. when dm laughed -she always seemed 
to ho iaiediim;. 'I'he two hccaine inseparable, 
or M. kiiltaii Sitigh and Badul jokingly 
('ompiaiimd. I'or P>adul the jiresent was 
intoxieatitm, and the prospect da^Jing. _ A 
great .sense ul new life surged through his v t in.j. 
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He was young and iuul all lil.- hcft.n- him— a 
life to 1)0 .shared with this adm-ahlc young 
creature. He beheld Ikt as dream made tlesh : 
charm and wit, a smile and a \ atiei- timt \Ws 
music, and (ho loveliest moinh ho had over 
seen. Ifaeh day she hitund his hoart cIosit to 
her’s with gos.samer throaib. of love. 

Padmini was dolighti-d with t he Miec<'ss of 
her inatdi-niaking. As she said to her husband 
oiKi day! “ It .s simply grand to see how (hose 
two adore each other.” 

‘‘Yes, and love’s like a eotiuh. it can’t be 
hid.” 

And because the hearts of all of tlu-m were 
filled with gratitude for past deli\'erane(‘, for 
present joys and for future hopes and e.xpect- 
ations, they decided to make ;i pilgrimage to 
holy Pushkar and there render homatu' to (loct 
Brimha. 
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I:h' !>;ick in {iinn before crciation was 
even iH’-iin. I'n'iinha a.-seinbled all the celestials 
on tliis \ i‘rv ajul iK'rformed the Yutja 

cereinon\'. ^ Ar.niini llic liallovved })lace walls 
«r!V r.iio d and scnlincls set to ,t;iiard it from 
th(' iatrn inn nf n\ il >j)irits. 

"1 tiuk .iiunnd, if you want j»roof of the 
seiiiiind ", the llrahinin invited, his outstretch- 
ed haiui -ucej 111;,', I he eirt'Ie of (lie conipass. 
'"ilKire !u the "■.iiitli i', Kiitnapir, the hill of gems; 
to the liei it! 1:, Xilai'ir. the blue luoiuitain ; 
east and i.'iiardiny ilie valley is the hill called 
Kutrbaktai : and uu the west Souachuru, the 
pilden iiiuunt.'’ 

lie Went oil to ti'll how Nuiidi, the bull- 
steed ol Alahadex'. w•!(^ placed at the mouth of 
this \-alle\. Hi keep awuy tile spirits of the 
di',sert-, while (,n<! Kanya himself kept watch 
liver the uoitheru apptroariics. 

When all Was ready tlie sacred tire was 
kindled; but I h iniha's wife was nowhere to be 
fotutd Kaihei than stoj) the proceedings 
iiiioth' I ! id\ wa ’ s. leele<l to take her place as a 
ti'nipeno \ -nb 1 itiite. I 'nfortiinatcly the substi- 
tute wu' ot \ himiliie origin. 

"\\h\ wa- a Woman necessary?” asked 
Sluniti. 

' Ihe -aentiee would not have been coni- 
I'li ie wuli oiilv one sex represented.” It was 
I'XplaiuMi. 
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"1 hdin- you lii'ar that , liadiil," said Slrmti 
wrinkliiiy her nus<'. ‘'hveii ih.' (,nds can’t do 
withtiiil tic’ir wives in iiiijntrtaiit iiiaticrs” 

"Adnultcd. iu\’ dear. ,\ \\ it,> or a substi 
lute!- And he dtieksd tda\.,id t In- rnshinushe 

threw at hint. 

I he Ih'aluiiiii iuttked >.inue\\ tiai -shoekiHl at 
sue]) k'vilv. hut f.nilinued : "W'hili the cere- 
jntmywas in jiiviyres.-.. Ih'iiidia w if,- returned 
She was fiiri.nis at f in- iiidi;-uit \ that had been 
placed (ill lu-r. Hrirnha tin i! t<. sn.ahf her, but 
she: only heeame the .neiiii, hiiiallv' she 
retired (o (he .Moind n\ <,,111 ihoiuedis- 

apjiearecl On this sjMit i.itnitani rnislied up, 
wluch .still hears her iianie, ' 

The Ikahmiii paused for a while and then 
said. l.tHik, tott. at a 11 1 lufse sa nd ( i lines They 
came into heiiijii that s uite dav.- ‘ 

"How ?" 


VVell, it was the dulv of MaUadev, at the 
endof thccerenumy. topm out tlie tire. Heintrin 
his usual state of intoxication duo to excessive 
use of drugs, he forgot to do thi>. '{'he fire 
spread and the wfiole world was in <ian.ecr of 
bemg destroyed. If was Hriniha himself who 

flames and thu.s extingnisherl thorn. Those 
^nes you see are the sami lie threw over the 
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don’t yoxi think, in gratitncir, \v(‘ iniyht build 
an alms-lnmse at I’u^hkai- for all Ihost^ pool 
suflerers, kcej) doctors tlicrc, and tr\- to have 
them healed?” 

Rattan Sineh patted her hand. “It’s a 
lovely fhoufiht. We will.” 

HI 

QULT.AN ’Ala-nd-tlin sattni hi.s throne of f^old 
amid the glitter of precittus gems that stud- 
ded the royal seat, surrounded by Ins court with 
all the pomi) and heraldry of daiiair. But 
gloom pervade<l tie- imperial halb-. .MIday, 
every day now tlios** whose duty it was to 
.serve him fouiul him in an odd, jumpy and 
entirely impredietalde state of mind. Some 
inner canker si>emed to he poisoning hissja'ingS 
of life. His ministt'rs, his wamien, evtm the 
puhlic felt the tension of their master. At times 
his burden was too much hir him: then it would 
overflow him and those around him as a stormy 
river overflow’s its hanks. 

On this day he was dispensing jusliee in 
the hall of public audience. Ulagh Khan, hiS 
brother and chief minister, read otit thenjutine 
business. Jiut the Sultan’s ga/e was li.xtid 
before him, his eyes vacant and unseeing. 

Matters of more urgency followed, <l(‘mand- 
ing the royal orders. 

^ "Sire, this is a priority desjuitch from tlie 
jovernor of Ghizni reporting a revolt and askini 
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for llu! iiniiu'diatf despatch of additional 
troojis.” 

" Dakhil daflar” -Let it be filed. 

‘“riit' ( lONTi nor of Ovule reports a raid by 
the Nepalese and the plundering of the trea- 
sury.” 

" l.et it l>e bled. ” 

Idagh Khan retired, an.xiety written upon 
his fae<'. 

'I'hen the Chief of Police of Delhi came 
forwai'd. 

“ Sire, 1 ha\’<! reliable information of a plot 
to burn down five palace and set up a Hindu 
Raja here in Delhi. ” 

" Let it be bled. ” 

With tlu! shrug of .shoulder the Chief of 
Police sl<*pped back into his place. 

Lastly came Kafur, the eunuch, to 
annoinua^ a revolt in the zenana. 

“ What do they want ? ” 

“Sire, they are angry tlud you have 
neglected them s«> loug, and, as a sign of their 
(lis.satisfaction, have thrown open the zenana 
gates. “ 

“ Pachushm-i-Padmini! Che muzaika? 

By the bright eyes of Padmim! What does it 
matter ? ” 

I'lu! Sultan arose : the court dispersed. 
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“What: Wijrds an- these ” men asked one 
apother as they left tlie hall, and s(„,n the whole 
city was reix'aliiu; the ([iiestinn. “The Sultan 
raves; his wtirds are louse heaps of sand, his 
mind a raudoni (lri\ tn wri-ek.’’ Siudi were the 
whispenn,i’s Ihuiii; inissed tnun luuufh l<t uionth 
in the ba/aars and streets ul Delhi. 

Aft(;r his fust stunned laye at frustration 
before Cliittoryarh, ’Ala ud <ltn had swami that 
no nK)re_ would lie traflie in the barren (piest for 
X adiTuni. I \(‘ a hundrisl siu h as she in my 
zenana,’’ he condorled his siuiit. ■■\‘es: and 

one may nay: imist supplant theuther.for 

beauty is .shortdived. i lo\ve\ er lo\ eh' Padurini 
now, a few years ami her lips will pale, her 
black hair turn lustreless and grew tier teeth 
yellow and grow loose, her bri asts shri\-el or sag 
flat and unhwady. Hidicuhnis to limii love-life 
to the blouniing of one May ! ” 

Yet .when he had rearhed his capital and 
turned for consolation to the wonu'ii of his <'ourt, 
he found only delusion and tlisappointment 
tracking his steps. I-air forms <,f feline sensua- 
lity, .soft clinging arms, lips red ami full as 
cherries and gauze-draped iireasts, palpitant and 
eager b) be fondled, \ ie<i in jealous rivalry to 
win his .smile. Ibit life had hist its zesi he 
quickly knew. All these were his, \rarniug and 
ready, his without asking and In- «lid not want 
them! Now only the unattainable eould satisfy 
ms cravings. 
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Then i! was tliat: liu; ])ent-uj) months of his 
jtruKgl''^ h) will Ihulmini fell apart in an 
agonized relaxation. lie could settle to no 
\vork. find no inlen.-sl in earlier ambitions. The 
mirrored lace liannted his dreams by night, 
liis thonglits hy day till e\'ery hi:)re of his 
brain seemed tantened to hrealdng-jioint. He 
wandei'tal inirror-liannte<l seeking that face, now 
on tlie sih'eiA’ surface of a [loul or rix'cr, now in 
one of the myriad facets of his hall of glass, till 
eyes strained and starting, and tortured with 
disai'poird rneiit , he saidv down ujion his bed 
e.\.hansted. 

Ifnt this could not continue. The Sultan 
was goin:’ melancholy mad. Court physicians 
prescribed strange hastern drugs guaranteed to 
bring sogg\' and im])enetral)le forgetfvdness. 
But so great was his need that ewni their effects 
quiekl\' grew less and les.s leaving him wild of 
eye, ilr\‘-inou(hed and tossing in despairing 
conseioiisness. 

In the end it was court conspiracy, 
{nmeided b\' the resentment of the neglected 
Begums and designed to dethrone him and 
rej lace him b\' a ri\’al, lhat whipped his mind 
hark fo the seinhlam'e of .sanity, and rekindled 
ill all its Inrv the ligt r in his nature. Lust in 
the g iii-e ( ,1 h ive g.ave pdace to envy and revenge, 
and’ then ii u a-, that he swore; “ Padraini shall 
‘he talieii lieail of alive; fhittor laid by fire, 
swor<i and lianuuer in ruin.s, to he nothing but 
a blaelo' lied memory to the world.” 
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Again (he arsenals of (hr rapiial resounded 
to warlike ijrejiarafiuns, streets and nuiidans tn 
the tramp <4 (nx.iis training lor the ri.niin- 
cami|aign In all this, with il> thorn, and and 
one details, the inmd o! 'Ala nd dn. fonn.l some 

leliel, \et still larked iieahns:, for 'he who 
stiuhelli reveller keepelii hi ■ ou i, w o mi, 

Desire lor thorough pteparalion that o'n this 
()C('a>ion sIioMlil It'ax c* iMtihni- , luurt', and 
lirgeney to slai,,. hi'-, halre.l in the l.lo,'„l„f 
(hittor l)oiv an equal pain tor hi drixei, ..oirit 
Mmi saw him these da\ swift \ ,-i liiv,.„ii„',. IP,; 

aiuLsidtiUtA iId* of 

poWi'i, tliUggiilg his soul wiih aetiou n, kee 
from despair. 


'll it 


Foots were calk'd tosj,,;. ilieaneient praise.s 
of ( hittor that chief ainon;,; ilm . i'dil \ donr 
tortre.ssesol India. hiMenin • n,., liin.li hailad 
mm’ translated tor hmi into I'er-ian. theSiiliaii 
ticked oil on his lmg< r eaeh of u . \aunte(l 
pandeiirs, thus mark ine t hem , ,u n a-^ tai-ets 
forhiswndh, intended vis tine ..j ohlitei.dion. 
Jhs reservoirs and foimtam^, the e shouki he 

stained red with the hlood of pne t- : ii . 1 ,,/aars 

their I"' '«i/i‘d.‘ 

Imiehered; its 

tins’ sU n ‘‘‘"M'l-.nid it- niomimeiifs. 

treosim> / l ^ ‘‘"J ’"‘'S <i' !de,!. llwi,- 

Its bastions and toweis of defem,. pkuitnl on 
even the trees, the shrubs, the tknvers brought 



JOHUR 


265 


througli tlu' ceuinries from far-flung lands, 
these should bo lolh'd or uprooted and cast into 
the Ihiuios. As ior fluit (Ihelote owner of this 
iortro^o this prince ov('r thirty-six tribes of 
Rajpiils, he and his family should be extei'mi- 
naiod and lofi to rot in lumps with all who served 
him. And it Pad mini should fall into his hands, 

first she ' hould ' race Ids triumph and then 

then 'di.'di'add iio made to suiter, tenfold, 

the lioni'> and tl.iV'-- of misery she had brought 
to him. riiat lo\ c she had rejected, spurned, 
that should ho tho llame that fed a hate deeper 
hy far than liie lust if had succeeded. 

I'acli Mima>t as he watched it brought 
nearer, so lie told himself, the dawn of his 
reveugo. The army grew apace, their camps 
(iveiilowiiig the houndaries of the city. Out of 
a elear skv, he .s.aw them in his mind’s eye, 
deseeiidiug a'' a eloud of locusts, darkening the 
sky. suioiheriim, the startled watcher on the 
\v;ills around ( Idttor. If mercy he had ever 
known, now at lea>t itsde(‘pe.st founts were dry. 
Pillage, de.ith. de-trui'tion and acrid-scented, 
bloody ivsenge the.se were his ambitions, the 
suh-Pam e ut his (ha'ams by day and night. 

1 hen .nil- day, after months of frantic 
acti\it>'. hi-, generals announced that all was 
rt‘ud\ Wla lid-dill ordered a full-dress inspec- 
tion : not him; wa.s to he left to chance. He 
watched ti iah. of ImlHstae, checked transport, 
.stori*-, toi.ige, atttmded manoeuvres. He was 
here, there and everywhere. And when he was 
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.satisfied he unnouiuvd flu* date* f„r inurchin. 
on ( liii tor one wts-k ahead. ^ 

Tlie ivniainin;; da\> wvn- id\,.„ , 

eastin,4 and revellino. 

to reraplun* soia*' <il his pji-ti-i'. Ii u'onia 
Ik; dau,>;(Tons --.!nadni-.N .ihiinst jn i- 

uirk on his capilai. so mhhi after ii.s eiti/ens 
had hetai r<‘ady to lieitusc him. Mi rrwmMi-; 

tlien lur all iIuti' miial l.c, « |„■u I'l,. 

>-siii 

Of Ins [>rufnsc hospitality mi this oeeasion 
m<-inra-»-spi,Iuml f,„ vaar.. All partnak „f it 
andloryot or did n.»l sei-. the l,idd,.„ p,,,.,^’ 
within Oiu-ea«*aiii the hanks of the’l„C 
resounded to tile strains of massed , indies ns 

anklets. I hree sunsets saw tlu* start of corv 
bantic revelhn«s. three dawns eame up to hnd 
them .still m pro.m-ess. .Sever before iLl danc- 
ing been more frenzied, songs more aphrodisiac 

On the last eveiiin.g before the niareh was 
to commence, Ala-ml-diii, sitti,j,. on flu* Iril 

Sark 

sv„'r{ry;fc,'rts 

I’"''*"’* 'iwiV ta 

S! t! ^ ^ the .sun behind him ^In 

zy warmth suddenly soiiiething seemed to 
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revix'o him . A m i rrored world a mirrored 

[face! (lod : was (hat phantom coming to life 
again ? Aghast he tried, putting up both hands, 
toward it Irom liim. He must not think) 
Work, moxcimmt, speed--only in these lay 
saiiit)'. lie rosi' abruptly as if stung, ordered 
a horse, mounted and galloped out into the 
country, tollowcal by two startled servants. He 
Uiged his hoi so (ill it dro])|)ed ; took another; 
wore that out. 1 hen, on foot, he strode on 
through the night. 

It was an astonished sentry who, just be- 
fore dawn. Was ealhxl on to open the palace gate 
for a king, liaggard, bare-headed, on foot and 
attended only liy two riderless horses caked in 
dried sweat ;uid dust. 

I ell no one of this,” the sentry heard the 
Wiiniing hissed in his e:tr, “or you die as surely 
as those whosi* riderle.ss horses you now .see.” 


rv 

pOK idd JavMi, sitting outside the zenana 
iiuarteiv, the hours had dragged them- 
Si'h'es laidily, wiairily. Was it last night or the 
night beiore that la'g.'ui the long vigil? He 
haitll\- kn< w, eoiild h>el only the uneasiness of 
dll' hniirs lying mi his hands. Yet, the end 
that wmild erowii all could not be now far off, 
and, in the joy of t he crowning, hours, he felt 
sure, Would dissijuite to minutes. 
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ionuin: trujii a nH,rn diiv. ilv him k,. 

hcanl In.ni limr to tmir t!ir aiiHlii,.- xMiudsnf 
a. wi.mau s ialt.itir. i?ut ih-'-,' u,'n' i In- will „> 
(iixi and lint luT linn tn <ini‘ linii \]] i', 
hnariiii; \va> atturwd i.. ,.,t, i, .Htuih',.,- '^,,11,1^ 
thal (TV fiv.in liiiur. iillci fni ih,. lu n ii„„. ...iiii 
‘1“' t'l' ■"!' "! t!„. .i.,„.,i f ‘ 

tlif real dniuh- l.i inll ,,n! tli,.,, ,,t.- i., tl,» 

wait in;; \v(, rid. ' “ 


Aiinlticf dull l.lundtll • j au-i III utiifii thcw 
was nut hill'; tu d.i lull u.uf I, ,, Mmuilunt. f„ 
liai>|H‘ii. Ill' tuuk a di, r m 1 min in hVri) 

hliUM'If uakiif:, diifird hi |...■.l1l.u| tu nivc his 
acliiii,i: Ihuio a n -t. It .mii'i i,r lun:; ni'.u • it 
Citii t 1 ) 1 ' unit h !u)i!,a'i . Ill' 1 1 til dui t ('(; i !iiiii>ul{, 

N*(A\ suiiict lull;; u ,t> ha j <j icniii!' ahovf 
mnvcuiciit, acfiun and th-' thm ' hi i- k uf pain 
Ih' up and w. nf tu waki hi ; sun. ■‘Thy 
(lays .if duty aic- ahuiit lu t nmnicurc " hV 
warm'd luiu, ••.s.-f to it tlmt .t.t i iuni #>ivf.st 
tJiylH'sf. 


A maid caiiif duwn tlir 
and blocked tin* uav. 


d.iu n jaysii ruse 


"Shalt 1 hill {h,.|i) suiind iln- i-i. ai dniin.s?' 
His vuire ■was qiiivcntu: with iii iimuf. 
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„i th,. ,,,,-yiliiliiv bringing forth a 

b.nl boon lost in the nnst.s of his 

rcatiiini^ 

Ur slfifKl to the spot, motionless, 

MidlfN- Mil r a iinu'. blfovly as it conscious- 
1,1,1 ,;Hh' I.arth' relunu-d, he dragged 
h ln '.oln roon,. •rh.n; on the edge 
I’a. i,a liH haad buried in his hands, 

ei .ho match. 

„„ 1„. cii.l mail and lallonngly : ' '5',,'=!^“! 

not in 111" a-.viidaniy tins night, .illd 


wept- 




1 

•'or 

K. 

all 

M‘n>e 

uf 

{ 

li a 

sake 

lie 

n 

tint 

"I'ur 

all 


eat 

Next 

lime 

we 


"‘'‘"1: 'r"l„' ■" ■lf"li'''Vculcl have preferred a 
d'ihsMicip, ad sim.^ 
k.„pl,lor. this little should 

l„„olu.d lain Mann against her 

hr li.vfd and fherished. 

When lier .lays of “ t*r-pS. 

S:,;;:;b'ral:erh:ursha.ar-^^^^^^^^ 

;l'; ," , :i:,m away and have sapper. 



270 


PADMINI 


“Blit don’t you think she’s perfectly 
adorahh^, darlin!4 ? ” 

“AliSoliilelv adorable just like her 

motlK'r.” 

'riien Padmiui wauild yivt' her baby over to 
th(' nurse, and go to sit on ids kuet' up on the 
flat roof alajve. 

“I'ni so hajtjjy. belowd, sn liappy. And 
just as soon as we ean, let’s try to give baby a 
little lirotlier.” 

Not for at letist ;i year." I his with 
feigned sterness. ‘’I’ni itot' i oing to have you 
turned into a machine." And tla* lirst golden 
edge of the moon rising in the east would find 
them still sitting utterly eonleni, oblivious of 
time and the world anaViid, 

It w:is old .jaysti, now <juite reconciled and 
one of the baby’s most iirdent worshippers, 
who, coming upon thtun all togetiier one day 
quoted the ancient proverb: "A h.appy family 
IS but an earlier heaven." 
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of flic storm tli9,t w3.s brewing, content 
in the belief that the way lay clear for the' 
prosecution of his life’s plan, he was looking 
forward to these annual celebrations with a 
bappy abandonment he had not felt for many 
a long year. 

On the day before the hunt coats of green 
were distributed to all chiefs and those who 
would attend them, as immemorial custom 
demanded. After that astrologers were called 
to search the skies and fix the auspicious hour 
for sallying forth to .slay the boar in honour of 
the goddess Gouri. In the meantime hunters 
had been sent out to mark dowm a fitting quarry, 
for success on this occasion is ominous of future 
good and no means may be neglected to secure 
it. 

Dining together that evening, Padmini and 
Shanti sought to impress upon their respective 
husbands their responsibilities, and to extract 
from them promises to avoid excessive reckless- 
ness in the chase. 

"I know you Rajputs,” Padmini was saying, 
as long as you can get a reputation for daring, 
you don’t care whether you break your necks 
or not. Do please remember, both of you, that 
you have others dependent on you now.” 

‘‘But, my dear girl,” Badul expostulated, 
"what if the boar breaks right in front of me? 

I can’t let it go, that would be a terrible insult 
to Gouri.” 
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“Nobody expects you to. All we ask is 
that you do nothing rash. Leave rashness to 
foolish youth to whom it belongs." 

“And,” put in Shanti, “when Padmini 
speaks of rashness, she means any act w'hich 
you would not do if you had no audience to 
play to.” 

“Well, having listened to all these words 
of wisdom,” laughed Rattan Singh, “what 
about something to eat?” 

“And give you a chance to forget them, 
eh ? Seriously, darling,” Padmini felt she must 
go on, “ do please be careful. I remember the 
last hunt, when, half of you came back with 
wounds or broken bones.” 

“Listen to that,” said Badul. “Did you 
ever hear such exaggeration? Two people 
received slight injuries : Dad was one of them— 
he broke his legs.” 

“And you his son, I suppose,” Shanti’s 
nose was high, “feel you have to emulate or 
surpass that ? Well, if you do. I’ll not nurse 
you.” 

“All right. I’ll be careful,” Badul agreed 
ruefully and for the sake of peace. 

^ He 

On the freshness of next morning the 
cavalcade swung through Tahleti. Behind 
them soared Ghittorgarhj silhouetted against 
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grows greater as tliev enter the eane field. 
Presently sc'veral jaekals eini're.e and sneak off; 
them a sonnder of pig ereeps ont and jogs away 
over the inuidan. Badnl and I'rsi lia\-e seen it 
and are after them at fnllgallup. The big boar 
leatUng the sonnder hetirs thi'iu and. with one 
turn of his head, gels into full sti ide. ffut too 
lat('. Ursi is almost on top of him wlum he 
jinks right acnr^s his enemy. Hmse. ridi'r and 
boar fly Innullong. When the dust el<‘ars Ursi 
lies pinned nndi'r his luti.se and tin' boar is 
standing almost over him. angr\ Imt a little 
dazed. 

Things look lanl for Ursi Imt Uadnl tirrives 
just ill the nick of time. Tluowing liimself 
from his horse, he dniws his sword and. as the 
boar, charges, steps neath' to out' si<le. 'Fhen 
with one .slash he almost decapitates him. ' The 
boar falls wnth a sob <Ie;td on his side. 

"Hurt?” a.sks Badnl. 

"Not much, Imt 1 must liavt* annthel 
horse. This poor devil is alumt knocked out; 
he fell on his head, ” ^ 

In the meantime other flving hoars have 
broken cover. Ursi and (iadul wateh the chase 
from a knoll. They see three riders driving 
theirsteedsat full speed, bo.unding like antidope 
over every obstacle, their lances balanced in 
the air, in pursuit of one big fellow. H«' runs, 
jinks and fights for all he is wortli, hut i.i 
quickly slain. 
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“They are moving to another cover, ” says 
Ursi a little later. “ Come on. ” 

“ Sure you’re all right ? ” 

“Damn stiff and sore, but I’m not going 
to miss the fun.” 

Cantering along, they pass a little group 
of Rajputs dismounted and standing with pant- 
ing horses over an enormous fallen boar. 

“ He ripped two coolies and killed a horse 
before we finished him. He was game to the 
last. ” 

“ Only just got him ? ” 

“Yes, the cunning old devil waited hidden 
in the cane till the beaters were right on top of 
him.” 

In the next beat several more pig were 
killed, but it was just when Rattan Singh had 
decided to call it a day that the unexpected 
happened. 

The beaters were coming in when they put 
up a panther out of a patch of long grass and 
scrub. It bounded off, back arched, tail straight 
and perpendicular. Then everyone started 
galloping after it in a bunch. The pace was 
hot and the riders closing in, when suddenly 
the panther squatted. There was no time to 
pull up; the horses just shot over the crouching 
brute. As the last horse passed, the panther 
sprang. There was a shrill neighing and the 
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horse shot into tlic air the j.aiilher dinoine on 
behind the rider with tooth aiu! (iaw. 

A few inoiiifuts 1(> recover and tlu' whole 

hunt ^av<' chase. !f was no case !or spears hut 
swords Ihisht'd and soon tlie paiif her dropped 
oil, cut to ribbons. A speai’ through the saline 
finished tlie hritie on tlic ,i;r«>und. 

"1 thoupltl yon weri' tr\ ins;- to take liiin 
home on vour buck alive," laii -lu'd kalHn 
Sin^h, connuK up. ‘ 

Then break!', ist, nnd-r the trees, of pork 
fre.shly cut and roasted in the eniliei';. and each 
bocii tlirut? slam o\(*r mips (it t‘heer. It was 
late altenioon before ihe\’ returiiid toChiitor. 

Insid(‘ the* hut a ttaily tiresr'U’d, noisy erowd 
swarmed in the streets.’ Women wm-'e f^oine 
about in little batches singing tlieir spriiiK-song: 
The festival of lioli, 

Whii'h ushers in the s| irinp. 

Is here again, dear husband. 

So you your gifts sliould bring. 

In spring the earth is gen’rons, 

It decks the worUl anew: 

Let nature's rule of givitig 
I his day be kept liy you. 

So don't delay or tarry. 

But clothe me in a gu)- 
*Fagunia and Sari, 

To-dav. to-day, io-dcty. 

stival *^**'*”** ** "^ upring 
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A^itl 1 M ■ k 1, 's ol sii\"<^r 
Ami 1 as you niiiy, 

I'lUt (liin't lnr*;rl ! iiiic yailops 
St I hi m ’ "iits 'it )■ l)AV. 

1 H ! n 1 1 ! , ! . 1 1 It i > 1 1, 1 1 1 ! i a vva i I ft! tliti r luislxinds’ 
vtiini u M li if ia I 111 .iif'-s. 

"A ii\'< Ilf iiiiii.'’ thfv axlsftl in unison 
fill'll Khiti.m Mil- li aiitl Matlttl funif in. 

^ ' !ini‘' killfti. I'm sorry to .say.” 
kulii! u.t ItHikiii;', suli-mn, 

\iiii- 1 - ilit t! - innv terrible ! 

i o’l if .' Tliat means prolxibly 
aliout IK witliius, as eai'h usually lias two 
wive.s.'' 

"Wlm are they " 

*' h i;.; Ill !^lr. Iksars and one Mr. Panther.” 

‘‘(Ill I'.adiil, \'ou wretch! You gave us 
ahitrrii! trieht,” 

A'' I he iiieriy mouth advanced, revelling 
iucrea'.i'tl. l-.afh niidd at sunset the drums 
biyau, the rh\thm tjuickening as the young 
mrit fuileeied tn ham two rial's and dtmcc in a 
iifver enthm; cliain where each pair us they 
[ias> jUrike. slitk t<i stick. And at day time 
^rouiis ftmtiiuially patrolled the streets throw- 
ing criniMm powder at each other, 

<hi (he Mth day ‘Holi’ was played on 
lorse-h.ick on the terrace before the palace. 
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Each chief who chose to join was supplied with 
missiles containing red {)()\vder. Willi graceful 
and. dexterous horsi'inanshii* they darted at 
each other, pursuing, cainioling and jesting, 
while the town looked on. 

The last day, or ' Poomnn' ended tin; ‘IToli’ 
when the drums from the Tri[.(ilia gate 
summoned all ('hiefs with their retinues to 
attend the Kawul and aceompain him to the 
Chougan in procession. 

There, surrounded liy his Chiefs, the Rawul 
passed an hour listening to songs in praise of 
Holica, while a scurrilous \‘ei''e from some wag 
in the crowd reminded him that hi> high rank 
was no protection against the license of the spring 
Saturnalia and that the goddess at this .season 
required him to fulhitlui command "to multiply.” 
On the way l)ack they were diduged in crimson 
powder by the crowds that lined the route* and 
took full advantage of tin* lieence of tins season. 

The same night tin* Rawul ieasted his 
clansmen and distributed Cf!coamits and 
painted wooden swords, intended as a liurle.sqne 
in keeping with the character of the <iay, when 
war is banished, and the multiplication, not the 
destruction of man, is the behest of thegodde,ss 
who rules the sjiring. 

VI 

■ ‘VN at Chittorgarh, centn* of the strong 
and stubborn land of Mewar, soakixl in 
it hatreds and old tragedies—Chittorgarh, 
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protracted shipwreck, of vvhicli the debris were 
his hopes, his plans, his ideals. All through the 
years disappointment had dogged his ste|)s of 
hope: each time his fortune sei'ined brightest 
some evil sihrit stejjped in lo trip his heels and 
bind them more ho])eh'ssly in a tangled skein. 
The pitiful pnz/le of it all! Hi' had believed 
that to fullii one’s mission all otu- had to do 
was to have one idea, one ideal, and lo hold to 
it and let it be one’s guiding star. And now, 
he asked himself, had anyone eontrol over his 
life? Were not ideas just dre.-mis and dreams 
but dead things in 1 lie guis(t of living ? Doubt 
of God, doubt of his destiny, ihtubl biller and 
perplexed assailed liim. 

He sat on deej) iit dejc'ction and longuele.ss 
bitterness, his min<l striving to pierce the dark 
mists of disillusion. How (prickly sometimc-s 
turns the wired of fatt‘! Only yesterday 
enthusiasm had filled his being. Now it siMnne'd 
to him as if he had lieen luiilding in snow snow 
that was melting rapidly before the hot winds 
of evil, and that all his hopc's had flared ujiand 
burnt themselves out suddenly like a stick of 
incense. 

He dragged himself to his feet and went 
up on to the battlements. He saw tlu^ country- 
side filled with Muslim trooiis; there was 
the blare of trum|)ets, Hit' green l)anners of 
Islam. A hot wave of fury and disgust 
engulfed him. 
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VII 

' ‘ could have passed out so 

■1^ fl<is(‘lv was Cliittor beleaguered,” 
wroir a chiTinirlcr of the siege, and to Rattan 
Sinvji. w'lii-ii lour months had passed, the chan- 
ces of snccc'-siiil resistance began to look 
1)1)1 luW. 

(bi the <lav' following the arrival of his 
hordes, Sultan Wla-ud-din had been seen riding 
round the hill planning with his officers the 
di\i-i"n of lijs fonars and direction. As he 
(fa/ed np at tlie celebrated and disdainful 
stroll, vdiold of kajput chivalry towering above 
him, he felt la- was seeing it for the finst time. 
On thi' last occasion his mind and eyes had 
been tilled with one thought, one image only 
Pad mini. Now. though she was .still the 
mainspi in,!', of his actions, he perceived Chittor 
rather than its Rani Chittor which he would 
luill down from around her and .so strip her for 
his xeiij^eance. lie saw and .savoured fully the 
bea'dv of this rockdtasi'd citadel. Simultane- 
ouslv,' with the eye of a soldier, he saw its 
strength, its power'to resi.st him. Ravines on 
three ;d<les aiul a massive wall enclosing the 
whole. Proud and arrogant Chittor frowned 
back at him, till liercer and fiercer within him 
bund the longing to tear down its defiant 
Irattlements, and to force his- way with fire and 
sword through its defences straight to its heart, 
tile palace, and the hall of mirrored memory. 
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Sie,!4'(' work had slartod .-tlmosl iinni('diat(;]v 
but a full month olajisod hoforo ilu- invostnieiit 
was com[ilclf‘. In that intor\.il partits of 
Muslims had bi'on dotm hrd to ]ulla!.'o and lav 
waste the country nuiutl. Tho '.nioko risinv 
from near-by villam-s and hamlet ilailv attested 
the thorouv,hness of their work and broiudit 
grottns from those wati hers w ho ree, 
destruction of their own hotui's. 

Severid :ittacks with sc, dim- ladders had 
been made by tiu‘ enemy hut hloodih' repubi'd. 
tlreat botilders rolled from tlm hattlenu'iits 
down upon the attaekeu'- below, and earthen 
pots tilled with reddiot a-he'. or j-jound ehillies, 
had scorched or blinded tbo>e who i-ssayed to 
mount l)y huiders. ‘Ihev fell headloi'u; and 
screaming to writlie in ttponv on the uronnd. 

Then there had been the attemj,t force 
the vSnrajpoi f^utc. The attaek was made up 
the stone-slabbed path at the ijottoin of which 
Rattan Siufih had Imen made primmer. 

A shoute<l warniiut from the sentries above 
the f^ate, an<l then the Sound of a c.real march- 
ing of feet up the caiisew'ay- The ramparts 
jumped to life and the air whistled with the 
feathery ilight of arrows. 

The Muslims, shields ovi-r their hea<ls, were 
bringing up a battcritig ram. 

Thud; thud: thud. The gates shivered 
and cracked, but still held firm. K;ittan Singh 
brought up a picked reserve to counter tin; first 
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put ; then it turned and fled crushing or scatt<^r 
ing the crowded ranks of the Mnslims®in its path 

yelled 

S.k J brushwood faggots 

SOH,lCG(j[ 11^ 011 W’’0rp "mlp/^ j 

cS f trUersI t S‘ 

stin. " r„/T”b Mtnt their 

garnson. ^ ‘° starve out the 

with'!^hkh*!thr“lf^K®*“? '"■ *’*'* ™lence 
mn l7 ws broke brought hope to the garri- 

the'fort k *’* “ ‘be shelter of 

to be Soos JtTh”’' *’“““«"■ <1““® ““‘bet 
TO oe exposed in the open to such a deluee and 

hmoVSrL*''"* "““b* breik “f 

not know’^whaf “®bts the Muslims did 
not know what it was to be dry. Never had 

riv4i“eve“v P-‘b 

streamed through tt”&*cr“*-k- "’'*1“ 

came imnn-^en'Kif u cooking be- 

sat huddled togethe?’‘"Sn"f ?‘®^pble they 
sickness broke^fut'buUnlo^ST a fclThe 
mfn g«rT/ 7 permanent, of a few hundred 
Sndirl advantage to the 
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In <iiic \va\- th<- rain actually helped the 
\IusIinH. f' '!■ h M iftfiii-d tlu- iron-hardness of the 
miuiul. ' 'Ala ud dill tonk possession of the 
{up, kiitiwii a - ( hitlui'ia, which, standing 
Hiiil 1 '>'• \ards Irtiin tin* walls of the fort, 
,nin; th.- snullnan extremity of the ridge, 
null here h.' 'i-i hie men tn drive zigzag saps 
(Ward- the w ill' with a view' to weakening 

\t tir’t when the sappers came within 
„nv‘dint. the toll taken uf them liy the de- 
...uleie oil the wall was tremendous, katei, 
i.,n was ..iven tuthe diggers by slueldmg 

with ba'ket wurk eylinders covered with 
hide and tilled with earth. Ilicse were lo kd 
kfoiv the die'.'eis as they worked torward. 
Thi-n Rattan Sin.eh brought up halUstae, and 
tin- sappVrs day and night with heavy 
lucks till t hev aliaudoned the. attempt and with 

P'or another two months the dragged 

,1 unev.-ntfullv. Then 'Ala-ud-din called Ins 

nierals to diseuss another attempt at as.sault. 

b<AV rations must by now 

n the enemy’s morale," lie told them. 

"llmi'V is nnlv gnod for 

,Vl,v 1...I wait a stee’l 

[Chun. ” riiese Rajputs are tough as steel. 

■t, . uithtlnt Sire.” seconded Kafur 

1 at ree with iimi, too-Qc+A i^of 

and then (juoted from the Koran. 

tlu* devil." 
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But the Sultan would not be persuaded 
Till revenge was his, he felt, never again would 
he know peace of mind. An assault must be 
made if only to test the morale of the belea- 
guered garrison. 

So he ordered an assault on the Suraipol 
gate again. 


On this occasion he contrived a movable 
fortress upon the' backs of a dozen elephants 
In this way he hoped’ to place a body of picked 
men on a level with the defenders. It was their 
duty to gain a bridge-head which would allow 
of scaling-ladders being brought up and an 
entrance in force effected. The elephants were 
to be chained together under the platform of 
the travelling fortress. 


One early morning, when a soft misty 
sunshine was spread over the scene, astonished 
sentries on the walls watched the approach of a 
swaying edifice, the like of which they had never 

carrying ladders, 
which followed behind, left no doubt in their 
minds that an attack was imminent. They 
immediately gave the alarm. 


__Soon the battlements were packed with 
soldiery and the reserve, supported by elephants, 
drawn up in place behind the gates. Rattan 
bingfi, swift as a weaver’s shuttle, was here 
nere and everywhere, ordering, encouraging. 
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tlic i'lrcs lit and heat some arrow 
Ik'ikIs." Ill' iinl'-re'd and his words were as aoads. 

"■i'cs. and load tlu; hallistae.” 

1 lii)scfh‘|iiiaidsarearmoured, Fmafraid,” 

said I.alcdiiuan Siiii^li coming down from the 
diUlrnicats. "How do you propose to deal 
witll Ihfiii:'" 

Kaiiaii Singh pointed to the men busy 
witli 1 he tires. "Droj) rocks on them as they 
(’(line ill range and then shoot red-hot arrows 
into the elephants, if the rocks haven’t stopped 
them," 

" I see, but you’ll have to shoot from a low 
level to get under tli<‘ armour.’’ 

Rat t.iii Siugh paused and scratched his head. 
Then; "\’ou're right. Get a hole cut in the 
liottoin ol till- gate to shoot through, will you? 
.\nd lie was (dl again to the top of the gate. 

1 he travelling fort had now reached the 
bottom of the causeway, four elephants abreast. 

It was roofed but the sides were open and 
firistliug with sptNars, excejit in front where an 
(ibvious draw-brulge was attached ready to be 
lowered over the to]) of the gate. 

'I'lie I'auseway was barely wide enough, for 
two elephants abreast and the outer ones strug- 
gled lor tooting, making their burden above 
creak and lurch dangerously. 

When within range Rattan Singh gave the 
order for the iiallistae to go into action. Great 
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med pieces Of rock vvliined ov..rh<,ui 
filing blind, onij’ one lound its mark aiu! did i + 

Now it was n|. to llu* gate ami Ih,. drnv' 
bridge was being dropped. 'Fo du. n, : 

the captains shouting half a humin.d 

Hum turning nglil iind irdt ||„.v l■inn.,.l 

lui Haiti, Initial, Si, , gli b; ;;",:'' ''; ™ 

single cornbat svv(>rd and sluehl u e;-'''lKn,l 'I'ts- 

ioT the 

Suddenlpiandeinonimn Itrokc 1 ,,oh* Red 
hot arrows .shot into the bellies .d' t fie leach', : 
elephants made them reel backwards Th^ 

beams of the fortress snaiincd (dniTw*! r i 

pieces. Ihe maddened lu-asts turned ,nd 

ttZ '-■■M 

hundmis to doati. i„ t,;..,.. „.iid r,',™";!;!;"* 

cut-0?" SyTll '!,?k ':if.r 'I,"-"'-''™ 

the top of the eato ,-L n, ass, to 

and there died. ' ‘"‘her.s 

defeaT!'" “"stained .anolhor eo.stly 

«.tohi:^ ttVralio'ns fS;!?' 
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“ Aye. Sire. (lii'V still can sting.” 

Anti wlicii one ttl llu; inivlionts, who had 
iscapcd willi liiv liif, told tlui tali' of the arrows 
diol Irotn Iiolow, Katur. ever with a proverb on 
liis lip'', ob-'-T', od ; ” Throw a lucky man into a 
river and Ivdl (•oinc uj) with a fish in his 
mouth.'' 

** W'hcich' till' ai>l]U'ss in that?” demanded 
the Sultan. 

“ ihe niiK ll.nv in our scheme was to fail to 
arinoui' the elephants’ hellies, and Rawul Rattan 
Singh liad the tuck to discover and make profit 

illlt of it ." 

” t 'inph '"...Well tlmre’s nothing left now 
but to >it light tilt they surrender from hunger. 
Damn t hem 

vm 

T^hi.N mmith-' had pas.sed since the beginning 
^ ot the '.lege. 'I'he last attempt at assault 
had ahno-t f.ided out from memory. Eachday 
law the nnehanging routine of guard mounting, 
iiispeetioii lit itefeiiees, aiul eft'orts to still the 
'rowing, pangs of Imnger among the garrison by 
m ever decrea.sing pittance. But nothing else 
Towed tlie passage of time; months, weeks, 
lays. It w.is all one, they slipped past like a 
4ream tlowing towards a cataract. 

h'or must of those within the walls the time 
kx-mvd just an interval between life and death, 

"S 
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a passing tliroiigli llie I'liraacc of affliction 
Desponding fear set! led upon tiu! less Weill 
nerved, resignation, born of familiarity that 
blunted the keen thought of death, upon the 
others. 

Rattan .Singh and Radmini, walehing Uieir 
babe sleeping peacefully in her cradle, llninked 
God that diildluKid has no forebodings. And 
alter her luisband had gone I’admini sat on 
gazing at tin; little iniltg who had come to 
swetgeu her lih; but who now, in inisiVu'tiuu' 
made, it tjio more bitter. U.t ihonghts shvin-^ 
from the pio.senl and the futuri'. tnnicd to' tlio 
past for refugv. When was it that she had 
conceived the child? Whs it during one of 
those tender niglitssiient in their eoimtrv house 
out amid the hills and forests, nud after luairin'! 
the .story of the halM- atid the bird.- ? ibid the 
storyAa'ller touched some hidden .'-.pring. reh'a.s- 
ing loclatl powers I;itent within iier , .She eouid 
thing of a. iunnht*r of jios.sible txT.jsion.s, hut 
Could not fix oil auy iine with a coriaitity. 
Then her eyc's sfravtxi through the opened door 
'to the cushioned couch in the adjoini'iig room- - 
her own special sanctti;try fragi'ant witli the 
memories of imarly three years. She mi'aUc'd 
one day when Rattan Singh had hioken in on 
her nooning. She h;id heendo/ing but woke uji 
when ho sat down he.side her. lusr a time they 
had discu.ssed some exciting imf trivial thtfa'i 
of his^ work. Suddenly he had ceased speakint” 
and taken her in his arm.s till both had fallen 
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liack cxhau-tcti. Was it then that her body had 
wived (he teiiilising pollen of his love? vShe 
:mild not lell, but remembrance of that day 
irouplil a soilness to tier eyes. She sighed. 

A' (or Kbiitan Singh, for a long time he 
■(■fused to a( cepi (he imn’itablene.ss of eventual 
■apitulatim. hope drained away from others, 
oval ta.iirae.e an<l a b<*lief in de.stiny rose in him. 
Ic v iiiild ■ it prnjeetiiig visions upon space and 
iiiie. iidialin;; in sl(»\v, deep-drawn breaths. 
Provideiiee, he assured himself, would never 
permit the < hildren of the Sun, who for a 
ihou'-aud \eai's had lu'en of kingly blood, 
repn seut.itis cs of tlie gods on earth, to go down 
Indole a liaiharian usurper seeking to defile a 
Rajput ipieen ! Something must, would happen 
to si\'e t hem. 

\'et ^ometimes at night these visions of 
the futiue ;-,ank with the sun into the west. 
Then it was that time rolled back within his 
eyes and .dl the horrors that had haunted him 
during tlie ttist ^iege returned. If Chittor fell, 
I’adinmi must die! 'i"his was the knowledge 
that flieii be.it releutU'ssly on his mind. At 
siicli tinier he saw her face as it would lie in 
dcatli. uu'uiiiiing, slirivelled, hairless, jast a 
blat hened featureless and grinning oval; he 
saw her IkuIv robbed of all teasing charms, 
charreii and unlovely. 

I’admini, when she found him restless, 
twugUt to bring fcu'get fulness to her man, Their 
lovi\ she determined, should pulse red to th 
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last. She called fortli cvi-n’ wile and charm to 
aid lier in tlie su|)reme C( insiirnnialion of 
pleasure ; and, after each ecstasy uf passion 
that straiif^o [leace nf spirit, which always 
accompanies the ecstas}- of tin- liudy, would 
fall on them l)oth. soflenin;; fm the time the 
harsh outlines of reality. 

hach (lay Rattan .^ineh sfro\e to tirid some 
plan to raise the sieye, siune weak point in the 
trap that held them. lie was willing to 
sacrifice the fort, he told his ( liiefs, and to'litjht 
his way out, if they thoirejit it could he done 
and were ayreeahle to tr\’. Ihif when it \va.s 
bluntly pointed out to him that success would 
only be possibh* if the < ie ilians and women 
W'ere left to theii fate, lie shook his head 
vehemently. 

He left th(Mne«‘tiny Imrrieiily after this and 
walk’d towards tlie ita/aars. The seeiif of 
death him, t;- in the air. 11. ■ had not been there 
for .some weeks as the mi ii\ he had seen 
appalled him. He tlioui-ld lii.tt it eonld not 
grow worse; fuit it had crown wau-e. The 
streets which had alwax's been -o . lean were 
now strewn with lillli and .<.;ai ice;.-, . w.anning 
W’ith Hies. 

Hut more disiiuietiny, than th< ll■^!eh was 
the ommoiis siletiee that t,t\- li'W. \ n\ . i' the 
once noisy sti'eets. laAcii the ni. . ! yariulous 
luid lost all desir.' lu talk, (.a jle- io..fx and 
verandahs, hnddled loeeihei iti a leiieh of 
detapying refuse, (■xliausti d and lai*. me peoph; 
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gazed about them with dry eyes and gaping 
mouth, the shadows of coming events, inscru- 
table and predetermined, hanging heavy above 
them. Even the usually paunchy priests and 
bunnias were shrivelled skeletons, the skin of 
their bellies hanging down like loose pouches. 


There came a day when Rattan Singh sat 
down dully and could think of nothing more to 
do. Yet one haunting • thought remained 
constantly before him — how from the 'general 
destruction that was imminent to save one at 
least of the royal line to carry on the dynasty. 
And not only how ; but whom. 

He pondered the problem all day. He was 
still probing into it when night fell. Stretched 
alone on his bed, his mind seemed as rugged, 
barren soil. Again and again he summoned_ it 
to application, but all in vain. Then a voice 
broke on his solitude and he heard the words : 
" Mein bhuka hun. ” 


He looked up to see advancing m the dim 
light of a wall-lamp the majestic form of Kangra 
Rani, guardian goddess of Chittor. 

Again the words I hunger. ” 

"What: not satiated, though thousands 
of my kinsmen and of 

blooci around thy + tiara? Rattan Singh 
hardly realized the words were his own. ^ 

are pictureequely held hy Rajputs to 

be the goddesa* tiara. 
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“ I must have royal victims ; arid if eight 
who wear the diadem lilced not for Chittor, the 
land will p:iss from thy line." This said, the 
goddess vanished. 

Rattan .Singh sat up and rulthed his eye.s. 
Had he been dreaming: lu^ fell sure lu' had not 
been. For a time he remaim-d gazing into the 
darkness beyond, tlieu rosi' and went to l’a.duiini. 

"What can slu' mean liy t’/gA/ royal 
victims?” she ask(‘d bewildt'red. 

m 

"After myself the other royal members 
can only be said to lie Rana Lakshman Singh 
and his seven .sons. ” 

"So that means tliere aiv nine royal 

members and the goddess claims eight ()h: 

Rattan, one is to he saved and who more fitted 
than you?” 

"Note that she did not proinisi! the saving 
of Chittor from sack; only of the if the 
sacrifice wa.s made." 

"Well?" 

"If Chittor falls, 1 fall with it." 

“Then who is to carry on the line?" 

"That is for Lakshman Singh to d(‘<-i<le." 

* * ♦ 

On the morn Rattan Singh convened a 
council of his chiefs. He revealed to tln-m the 
vision he had been vouchsafed. 
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" Are >’oii sure it was uot just a dream?” 
ley aski'<i liiiu. ‘‘Many of us have queer 
incies llicse riiylits.” 

"I am sure; but attend at midnight. 

'ereluinee she may return again.” 

:i: * 


Ih'iKHling darkness l)roken only by a few 
liekt'inne <‘//(frug.s‘ st‘t in the walls and the deep 
lia<lo\v.~ Vast liy marble pillars supporting the 
■(Kif, riie imur of midnight apjn'oaches. 


Rattan Singh with his chiefs sit in full 
rninop1\' of stat<'. Refore their arrival he has 
keen paeue; to and fro, his hands clasped behind 
his l)aek. his head now drooping, now tossed 
upwards, as iielits his train of thought. Mill 
die eome aeain ? Oh, if only she would sa^ve 
(hit tor as well as the line! Then he resumes his 
seal, and remains, head propped in hands, 
thinking, thinking, thinking. 

\ ne t line as of wind through the hall : a 
chilline <.f tluVair: a blaze of bluish light ; and 
Kangt'.i Rani, cpieeu of the battlements, stands 
in tlu'ir midst. 


Rn.strate ladore her Rattun Singh invokes ; 
'■( luthh'ss. proclaim thy will. 

Sibilant, us if hissing up^^Jrom the earth 
beneath lua*, the words come: I hunger I hun- 
ger...! must have 

wear the diadi'in bleed not for me, the land will 
pass from thy line. Though thousands of barba- 



296 


PADMINI 


rians strew the eartle whal arc dun- I,, me > ()„ 
each day enthroru- a prince, l.ct thc'*Kirni;i’ the 
Chehtra and the (liainra prcclairn Ids siyrl 
leif^nty, and for three da\'s let Ins <l(‘eret‘s he 
supreme: on dte fourth .hiN' let liinuneel the foe 
and Ins fate. I lienonI\' ma\ tiie line eontinue. ’’ 
Silence hillowed by a iniehtx' rusli of wind 
as it a dust-devil was wliirlim; npwanls from’ 
the centre of th<> hall. Kan::ra K:lni u,,.; 

After a time Rattan Sin.uli ro.-e and'h-i.ie 
the otlieis do likewi.se. “ Now you eon l)tdievt‘ 
me, he said looking round at the astonished 
court, his voice deep and triumphant. 

Ihen. while a tatnuiion thoueht tiickixl 
between fathcT and .sons, l.akshrnan Sinyh 
ottered him.self as first ^ictim to axml the 
denunciation. Arsi, hiseldest son followed him 
But Ajey Singh begged to he allou.al to fak.- his 
fathei s jilace, urging that lie was most tit ted to 

'-s"-'--" i.. 

li-fn "hV ^un. hut the fountains of 

heir"^ ^ ^ • beget an 

lino sills 

royartaS"™""’ "'i"-'’ >" 

tii<.‘fiovvi„;i\;u, wi 1 ri!l f.r"'- 

drive away the flies. ^ ’ Ibutdlih atal iisr.l to 
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Am! Ml whrii the sih'nce of the next night 
'll*' i*i'i‘l iiiii! I'lily the call of sentries 
awaki'iK'i i-rliufs in tlie dark town, a little 
piuiiii ^ t'liHl on till- hatlUnuents near the Lakola 
nail’. A It i| IuhI hrcu made fast and hung now 
uii (lie niit'iili' id thf wall, its end just above 
the lull idf Itrlow. Kalian Singh embraced 
Aji-\ . tln-u r-iintil asitln, his eyes sweeping the 
(listaiil Hnr id' ilic tnirmy's camp fires, his ears 
straiiird III ratrh the sound of a possible patrol 
inming in the xtKcl blackness beyond. He 
lieaid a sirancli d sob and Ajcy’s broken voice 
.ksnlin;; to br allowed to .stay, for his father 
it) take his place. And then Lak.sliman Singh's 
inswer, cool, clear, decisive: “1 thank you my 
»n. but it 1 annul be. Go now, and may God 
speed, protect and jirosper you. ” 

“Gtiod-bve, Ajey. Hope of the Children of 

the Min ^ .And, when you get through 

and cle.tr .d ilie enmny’s lines, send up a smoke 
mesNage at dawn to tell us you are safe.” Rattan 
•Singli whispeK'd in his ear as he helped him 
over the walk 

Kawul and Kaiia watched the last of the 
small baud accoiupanving Ajey disappear from 
sight. Then tliey pulled up the rope and sat 
down to listen and watch, or to await the dawn. 

■' J>o vou ai»prove my choice ?” Lakshman 
Singh asked, breaking into a long silence. 

"It Would have been mine, had the choice 
with me,” he heard and was grateful. 
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An hour or more passed and nothing had 
occurred to cause tliem uneasiness. 'I'he enemy’s 
watch tires still twinkled, but theia^ was no 
shouting, no sign of alarm. 

“They should be through the outpost line 
by now ?” Rattan Singh .said assuriuglv. 

“Yes, and after that it will be easy.” 

The night air was warm and licavy ; some- 
times they dozed, l)ut the cramped |)o.sition 
prevented sleep. At long last the dark liour of 
the morning watch was ended. One by one the 
stars faded away, tlum the horizon la^gan to be 
fringed with light. Together they watclwd dawn 
light up the valley below, saw the new s\in 
glinting on a distant lake. 

“Now watch carefully for smoke,’’ Rattan 
Singh said, resting his elbows on tin* batthanents 
and staring northwards in the direction Ajey 
Singh had gone. 

“Too misty yet to .see an>'thing at that 
distance,” Lakshman Singh complaiueil. 'I'hen 
almost immediat(dy : “ !Look, what’s that?’’ 
and Rattan Singh, straining hist‘\'es, could just 
detect a dark [lillar, rising slowly above the 
low hank of grey ness. 

“That’s Ajey, and thank (lod.” 

IX 

? A LA-UD-DIN, in the meantime, sat days 
and nights in his tent. At lirst he had 
given himself over to solitude, thinking therein 
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to t'uid a sanctuary: soon, however, he knew 
that in solitude he was least alone and that 
memory, wliich in the past had been a joy, had 
now liecoiru' a scourge. Restlessness followed 
and look ] lossession of his being. Hesummoned 
his chief ofru'crs and with them sought to drown 
his chagrin. But every now and then, wild of 
eve. h(! Would rise to go out and shake his fists 
at the lud tleinents that still barred his path. 

,\t (dher times he woidd sit for hours 
gax,ing up at Chittor, or idly watching the wind 
bhnv aiudess patterns in the sand around. And 
in these hours of impatient waiting his mind, 
l)Usldiig mouuaitarilyasidethe lust for vengeance 
which obscured it, would sometimes summon 
unreason to the bar of sanity. Why in God's 
name, eons('ienc(‘ demanded, was he endangering 
his wholt' kingdom by wasting months before 
this wretclu'd desert stronghold ? Was his 
statesmanship so structureless, his sense of 
proi>oiiion so twisted that, for the sake of 
revenge upon a mere woman, he was prepared 
to !ea\ his iiorthern frontiers unguarded, open 
to the Mongol invader? These Rajputs, if left 
alone, couid be trusted to mind their own 
hiisint's,- ; might even be made u.seful allies and 
trieuds. In the face of the common danger from 
the north, their sterling cpialities as soldiers 
shouhl siirelv be grafted into the general defence, 
n(»t dissipated by internal and eternal strife! 

He stirred uneasily on his couch but let 
his thoughts run on. He recalled the words 
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contained in a recent ajrpeaJ (one lie had i,i;norod) 
from his governor in Sind : “The Mongol hordes 
hover on the borders like a gn^al sforin. raising 
dust over the land. The inlialiitants ha\e Ih'd^ 
throwing away tlieir iiro[)(‘rty like lea\'es 
dispersed in tin* wind of autninn." He recalled, 
too, th<‘ rc'iiort of one of his spies as (o what was 
being said ai)ont him in Delhi: “'I he realm of 
Delhi has become a child's toy in the hands of 
the moon-struck successor of Siilian h'eroz 
Khan.” 'riien, too, lire stories related in Delhi 
by refugees from Persia and other Muslim 
Kingdoms, whicii had sul'iered from Mongol 
invasion, were spreading panic. 'I'ht'ir towns liacl 
been sacked, their jiroperties seized ami their 
crops destroyed. “Why,” they were asking 
loudly, “does your Sultan do hotliing to save 
you from a- similar fate ?” 


What Ire was now doing, the voice of 
conscience was insistent -was cra/iness. And, 
after-all, what had Padmini done to iiim ? She, 
was nrarrital to a man whom she obviously 
loved; she would not have been Parlmini the 
peerless, had she been willing to give lurself up 
to another. A wave of coinpa.ssion, till then 
utterly for(*ign to his natiu't*, brcrke over him. 
He would raise the siege, make frimids with 
these gallant defenders «}f a woman’s honour, 
and return to face the Mongols. 

He looked up in the dying light of day to 
see the hill-top of Chittor playing with colours. 
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Well, he would sleep on this new-found sanity. 
Rising he went into his tent. 

^ 

ha rl\' morning of another day and ’Ala-ud- 
din, enriously refreshed, lay on his bed. He 
felt, he t<ild his attendants, like one who has 
passed llirougli the fires of fever and has awoken 
eool and restored to health. They looked at 
him, lookt'd at each other, mystified and 
nei vous in tlie face of something they could not 
\mderstand. Outside they asked one another 
in whispers; “Wluit has happened dui'ing the 
niglii ?", but none could suggest the answer. 

i heii, on the morning air, came a distant 
shout of warning, tlie muffled thunder of gallop- 
ing horses in the sand, hoarse yells and the 
rush of men to tirms. The alarm was echoing 
tlirough the cain|). 

'Ala lid-din. lea})ing from his bed, seized 
his anus and went out. What he saw from 
wilhiti the ring of his own personal guards was 
a >mal! hodv of mounted Rajputs charging 
furiou^-.!e (hiwn upon them. He saw his brother 
ria-ih Khan come out of his tent, saw the 
leaiiine Kaipul carve him in two almost down 
t.i the \\ai: i. Then bows twanged and s^everal 
ridel le- . hoi-.es turned and galloped oli, but 
tlie 1 .111, tilling Kajpuls pressed on. 

Nmw the\- were trying to hack their way 
thorn :h hi- own guards'. They were attempting 
to n-.n h him. For a moment it looked -as if 
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they wonld succeed, but more guauls liad 
rushed U|)aiul soon the last of the suicide squad 
fell from his horse, to collai>s'e enmijiled almost 
at the royal feet. 

He looked round and saw a huiulred or 
more of his men dead or S(m‘ly wounded. He 
went over to his lirother's bods' and lifted it up. 
Blood still j)ids('d slowly from the slanncldess. 
^apiny wound, to swell a dai'k and sticks' pool 
•sltuninf’’ the .suiul. He Ia>' the hody hack on 
tln^ ground. 

'riien soinethiiiL; s(‘emed to sna|> in hisbrtun, 
.somt! cord to sumler. He rose up his eyes 
bl.azin;;, black rape ui»>n him. “This in ndurn 
for the mercy I would have shown them!" His 
voice trembled, his hands were eUmched. “By 
my brother’s body 1 swear that never will 1 
leave this spot till he has lieen reveninal a 
hundred tinu's. Destruction, de:ith and ruin to 
Chittorparh smd tdl withiti its walls!" 

h’or lhi‘ rest of thattlay no matt dared po 
near him. He lay upon his bed, moaniny, 
muttering', h'orfiotti'u were all his re''olut ions 
of th(‘ day behjn', ousted by the earlier and 
queer drivings of thirst for blufuly ^ enye.uice. 

“And 1 was going to sptire them, make 
friends with them!” His words ratty out bitter 
and loud followiti by a laugh, ^^o h:ir>h iind 
derisive thiit its hearer shivttred tuieasily. 

Nex.t day Kafur screwed uj) suftieieid eour- 
age to <i]ipro:ich him. 
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" \'iiur M.ijcsly m;iv !h' interested to learn/' 
lie Ixeau ni‘i\()Usly, “(hat the Raj|)ut who died 
il \tiii!' Ill I wa^ no less a iH’.rson than the Rana 
l.akr-iinian Siii.eh". 

■' Iliiw do \-ou knew that?’’ 

I had the Inxiv idcnititied by a prisoner.” 

“What do yen inuiJ 4 ine he was trying to 

le:’“ 

"Simph an attenijit upon Your Majesty’s 
i!e 1 sliiiuld liax’e said, except for one curious 
art ' 

“ Whal ;^'' 

“lb- wa- wearing llie royal insignia of 
tie war.” 

“ niii - dial mean Rawul Rattan Singh is 
tlead . “ 

I hat i- dll' riddit' tn which at present we 
i)a\f III! an wit." 

“I nipli' Anyway it looks as if they are 

a t ! n 1 ' di' ‘pi i'a ti'." 

“I \ i' th ! h may be llie l)e, ginning of the 
jiihiii. Wi- niu-f be on our guard.” 

Whai e■■,al ll\■ is the Johur ? I’ve heard 
.(hi iiil If ! •Ill ne\ I'l ; een itne.” 

■'ll ! ihe le t awful sacriliee which Rajput 
li'spair iiiiia- to hiiuniir their gods.” 

“I Iniii'A. Init wliat do they do ?” 
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“The ladies, or so I havi? Ix'oii told cl 
rather to die than to fall into the eaiciuv’s }nnd<^ 
and willingly mount the funeral in-re,' strewed 
for the sacrifice with sandal wood' and wptf,vi 
with fragrant oil." 

“And the men ?“ 

“They d<'dicate themselves to death, hv 
donning .‘^al iron-coloured ganutmts and ('-itin’o- 
‘j>an’ togetlun-. After this th<>y oiu-n the -ites 
and await their fate, or throw themselves un„„ 
the foe- to (li(> .swonl in hand.” ‘ ” 

‘‘Well, warn everyone t<, he wat<'hful and 
to keep tli(‘ir arms ready for instant use We 
don’t want to he caught napping again.’' ' 

* * * 

_ Another tliree weeks drifted across the 
plains and hill-top, each toiirth day marked by 
what .seemed to liave heconie niutine resistance 
to a (Ta/ed little laxly, led by ;i Rajput Wearing 
ol M.mar, and all uiUrlv regi.rdless of 
then tale. Not one of them ever iiv<'d to rewdn 
;l«;fnrl. n,,.y l.■vi,Vl "..S 

till! upiiii thi* I lexers. 

'ni(‘n one afternoon it was reported that 
no a ( eteiH . r was to In* seen upon thv walls, 

. ohlmi. and sjlrnee seiaiied to hang over the 
lort. I lie snne evening 'Ala-ud din. sitting as 
Usiia 1 g;i / mg ;i t the Iml e<i h;i 1 1 lemeill s. siiw smoke 
‘•nrimg upwards and the w.-ird red glow of fires 
iMiig m the heat t ot the fort. Soon the word 
Wliit tliriiiigh the whole arfiiy : The Jolnin 
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AH Ill' ll! the' i lotips n'liKiined undtT arms 
xpiTiiii," the I, el treii/iei! soliic; lad night 
wiiiHh'H i'h al.h' in 1 he and still ghostly 

ijciiei' i'i(HHle(l 1 1\ el' the lui’t aliov'o tlu'in. Ilian 
. that the ua'-di\'ided into two jitiris 

111! I la Mider;;i\ en to ad\-:iii<H’ upon the Rainpol 
11(1 ;'iir,iip(il i.ale-'. The d:iy ol vong(‘Jince had 
a w ued . 

I'or 'Ala tul (tin. mounted on his elephant, 
hiftor on that lovely August morning appeared 
11 ; .A!, ii Weil nine, yet peaei' ol lile for him, he 
julieii'i 111 hiiiixl!. would eoine only when the 
cai (■ ol de.itli had settled upon liis enemies. 


k S K'attan ''in-Ji from the top of the Surajpol 
ai hed the last of Laksliman Singh’s 

„i, .1.! h upon the Mtf'Hm rank.s, and dis- 

mio an ahs-sof dust and desfruction, 
If ( ' \ p( 1 lein eti tile iiailir ot \\ letx hedncss* hor 
liin I 11 he t' It he had lived too long already: 
ifii, I i.u ti, die (.nee for all than always be 
ha de.iih. 1 he eornet he had planned 
1,,.],. Hf hrillianllv Ids realms, now could 
^n,., hi.', ; he would be lucky, he ■thought, 

if he h.iuld no down to iiosterity as a remote 
'til!" 'hiniit' in the skies of history. 

pan what did all this matter ? The only 
thine that "tin eounled was the fiery fate that 
heeii paduiim and their child a fate that he 
Ll hw. eehed h- T to change for the clean quick 


X 
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‘ ‘ I'l ftr iiislaiit ]u)is()ii. !*Mt she had done 
ti fiov iiii-n. bt'knew, <'ouid ha\'e done. Slu? 

. I til- diaNtlv end aj>proaehin!-; and >'et: I'ac'ed 
■‘PjMivMtlv iintlineliiiip. l>y rire,” she 

' "! i'tlii liiiii. "is tile roa<t of liseape laid <lo\vn 
’ i u ii\‘ iiuinfmoria! ete^loni. dan 1, flu; 

' ' ■ It, tail where hundreds of otluTs look to 

^ 'M l.ad 

And when ht; Irni iiersisted, she had re- 
•d liiin -rniliuyh' that pain eannot be 
o.ihle, sinee. when it eannot In- borne, 
d' aili I nine-, to t lie I'esene, achlinp : " I'lathahly 
■t' idi Is f.ii' lest- feriilile than |ieoplt; iinayiiie, 
>> ! ,tn\\\a\. it is an experieisee iliat no one 

ha to i;i) tlirouyh Iwiee. So, daiiiny. I'nujuite 
deiiiiiiunal to fuet! it the tuieeasa (jueen and a 
haipnitii should.” 

Wilde she* was speidviui; ln‘ had walehed 
! « ! i< ii eh'. to M'e whether the lips or eyes he- 
I' d h' 1 words, and in the i‘nd he had to adtuil 
o, \ did not. Vet from tlieii onwauls, niither 
I Ill t.illed thiiiys by liuir uinue: for both 
! d . in then' was an undeistaiuliny that would 
a. a dm. h lutni and vet was innvillinK tlwell 
■ u ihi* horrors lurkinp ahead. 

! he saiiH' afternonn I’adniini snunnoned 
ill hajpuinis within the hut to atlmul at the 
id,!..-, Ihey eanu*. sevt'r.d hundred of them, 
uo.'. and dauihters of the <lefeiHh rs. _ 1 hen 
tttfh tluit vehement simplicity which is elo- 
stie addressed them: 
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" My Si-4('r>, 

\\li<H'\ri niini'-^ ttj the fens! of life iiTust, 
!*!« ir<* it Is f }\ iT, • Iriiik fmni lii«’ ruri of death, 
fliu-oevcr an't\es ;ii (he inn of niortalify must 
nr <l.t\ inr\ii,iMy lake her dr|tarfuri! from the 
fan.r ol •oi'i'cw . Ilow iiindt fjoftcr to die with 
onoin than to H\»‘ in infamy?” 

Her listrnrrs liroke out into trm|H'stuous 
v^cnf: ‘‘l.rad n>, Ivhuii Salirba, h'^Rf to the 
rr-.” 


Ka t tiui Sinrh iroin Ui^rooiu hrarti thechorus 
f iat' lnl \ oil i lli ^hrai t fi'o.o’. W’itliJumian 
H> hr < iiuld rinili'iid lo 1 hr last. it, was des- 

iny it-'otf uim ii now rmiiroulrd him destiny 

one a\vi \ . 

Hr ;'t>t uy and looked out of tlumvindow. 
rile wonaai w iv di-pn-in:; toilnssand prepare- 
(ir the ! ha iK ritr. In a short time he, too, 
vould h.i\ r to sav t a iru ell to wife and child, 
h-paii hf,i' tie ilaiiip of hell descended on his 
intil. 


Let U" III rrven'iici' pass over the poignaat 
iitoiueiits ot pal till!;, tind join outside the long 
rank-' of tie- tUdrudi'is ot Lhittor, lining the 
rnutl, mute and motionless, 

Pi'c'entls' iheii wives and dtiufthteis, 8.11 of 
female vnuth and hetiuty that Muslim lust 
Cmikl taint, plide slowly towards the fatal 
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cavern hewn from the rocks close to tlic ('.om- 
ukhpool. 

Last in the sad [yrorcssion walks Ikulniini, 
her chiUl, mcrcil'ulh’ drug.qed Ity a uinsr. Uiii^-^-c'd 
to her l)n>asl. l-'or a nionieiit .-he imiscs lu'r 
eyes, li(|uid and layye as those td a wounded 
deer, to cast a ghuice on the lake-|'alaer. seeiK' 
of so many happy times, 'fownrds k'allan 
Singh, standing like a caivetl statue, petrilied 
with grief, sin; dare not look. As she passes 
him she hears the great sol) wrenched fn.ni liis 
anguished lu^art. Stilling her own emotions, 
.she hurri(‘s on. 

Another moment, and, last of tin' (loonuxl, 
she disap])eurs into the dark recesses of the 
yawning cavern. 1-aggots are pihd at the 

month- the torch ajijdied. '1‘ite llames rise, 

the air rings with slirieks. 

"Come away. Sire." T'he i.ord of kiu nies 
has Rattan .Singh In the arm, fonvs him nmnd, 
almost drags him from the .scene, "l.i-ieii not' 
or ’twill unman voii for the last act. Think 
only of the faithless wretch, who sei.o-d thee 
by treachery, that he might ru\ ish thy wife as 
thy ransom think ot the awful (hath he 
has brought upon her h\‘ his reveiu-e. Let 
such thoughts nerve thy 'arm in tin; 'List on- 
slaught, and, rutting a human kine witli thy 
sword, if thou canst get within striking distance 
of the perfidious Sultan, strike him— and thou 
wilt die happy." 
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cavern hewn from the rocks close to the ( iom- 
ukh pool. 

Last in the sad j)rocession walks I’adinini. 
her child, mcrci hilly dnig,t;cd h)’ a nurse, hugged 
to her breast, h'or a nifuiuait .she raises Iut 
eyes, liquid and large as those ol' a wounded 
deer, to cast a glance on (he lake-pa laee. si'ene 
of so many hajipy times, 'fowards k’aKan 
Singh, standing like a carx'ed statue, pejrilied 
with grief, slie dart' not look, .As slu- pas.ses 
him she hears tlu' great .sob wrenched IVnui his 
anguished heart. Stilling her own t'uiotions, 
she hurries on. 

Another moment, and, last of the doonutd, 
she disap])ear.s into the dark rece.ssc.s of Hu'. 
yawning cavern. Faggots are pik'd at tlu' 
mouth “the torch ajijtlied. Tht* liames rise, 
the air rings witli slirieks. 

Come away. Sire. 1 lie f.ord o( Klu'iues 
has Rattan Singh hy tlu; aim, hiree-^ him round, 
almost_ drags him from the seene. "Listen not' 
or ’twill unman you for the last art. ‘Hunk 
only of the faithless wretch, who seized thee 
by treachery, that he might ra\ ish th\- wife as 
thy ransom think ol the awtnl death he 
has brought upon lier In’ his resengi'. Let 
such thoughts nerve thy ‘arm in the 'last on- 
slaught, and, cutting a human lane with tliv 
sword, if thou canst get within striking distance 
of the perfidious Sultan*' strike iiiiii— jukI thou 
wilt die happy;' 
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XI 

T ill <l.iv,n I ■! di'>( iny. and. this liTUo bloiKl-rtid 
V. i:!i hall-, of iiyhl slrikiiij^' (hrou.yli 

dll’ l.i'A mi-t' 111 llio pass, whicli .sopaiiilcs tlui 
iuo iiiil lil.i' a ,s\vord-lhrusl. 'IMie ,y:tti's of 
I'liiifoi all' ojii‘n and unguarded, but within tlie 
uaii , ina >:-.t d at selected jioiiits, stand ready 
:lio e will) have niadi' a covenant with death. 
I'lieir I'lothes an* saffron-dyed, sign of ‘no 
jiiarler’ with tlu' ka jpiit warrior ; their heads 
iiul !' el bare, I heir waistl>ands knotted together, 
s 1 . Idle eu'-ioin of Ifiiidus when they devote 

he!Uae!\ to dca ill. 

111! adxaiiciue Muslims met no resistance 
ill lie \ iiad peiiei rated far into the town, where 
, e,irua;,',i' 1 e;,ciH whieli eased only for lack of 
ictims. At ilirei’ juunts tlie massacre was 
jivate i. iie-ar the Ivawnl’s place, at the teinple 
it Maiic.deo and around the Rampol gate. 

ii !i pa.Mie! . iif ilu' town had to be stormed, 
.\eiv i..ia 111 ; lea I lid to be bought with blood; 

ii i.,! ,,ii . I ;:t h temple, each house a fortress, 
h lii'i d 1 li j haid'- veie brought ill and worked 
d,,i il'. d.i I a latioii, lad still the conflict raged, 
h.' Raipui deteiidiiig tliemselves like lions. 

1 the loot of the [lalace Rattan Singh 

uid It. dill uatched their chance. Their game 
iVa tile '''iihaii liiiiiselt; no less. Impatiently 
thru I \ e- oil' Id their (piarry, but in vain. 
Kovh. te enidd Ihev (Ictect anything to indicate 
the ple'eiiceot the Sultail. 
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“The liltli.y coward,’’ moaned F,adnl 
d(;s|)airingly. “Wh\’ doesn’t lu‘ ^i\-e us a 
chance?” 

The lumrs passed and the (nrnioil of liattle 
grew less: resistance was corning to an end. 

“ We can’t wait longor/’ Rattan Singh said, 
his eyes two coals allarne. 

Together tliey went out into the stn'cfs of 
the II aring, blood drunk city, follnwed liy tin; 
reinnaiits ot the stall. Roy.d iiHiragt' coursed 
through Ivattan Singh s \'<'ins. hinding a party 
of TVImliins wrecking Ivalika Mata s teniple, he 
chai-ged down upon tli<n), as I law turned' p, 
meet the attack. Itadu! and his men I'aught 
the fever! Rattan Singhs shout, his wa\'iiig 
sword, his rnad rush foiavai'd liiasl their blood 
with his own lierct! joy : thev huiietl t liemschaes 
op the waiting foe. 

As Ala-ud din apftroariied, sp!a''!iing thro- 
ugh blood as if a scarlet rainstorni bad Ihxided 
the (ilace. an ele|ihanf held out toward.s him 
the still (piiveriiig body of Ifadnl, whom it h;id 
just tnun|)fed under foot, l or a time he sat 
watching ti'om his howdali ;t might v play of 
-swordnianship. Surroitndcd 1»V ihoke Inr'had 
slain, his hack to the wall of the temple, bloody 
and panting, with foam-ileckerl mmrth like a 
gallojiing' horse, stood a Rajput defending him- 
self against hopeless odds. 

“Who is he?" asked the Sultan, “He 
fights like a king." 
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• " A Ktu;' hi' I:'. 'ii: Ivawul Kaltan 

" Mo\i' lip ip.iifr." 1 lii?^ to tlu' iiialitiii!. 
,)ul Ihm I'l 1 haul i'm';inp liuil rarriri! 

r ii„. 1.1 till' lii'liirr-.: “ Ho. K’awnlji. 

Mi \\ I' li'i'ti*! 1 iih'i* .ijjiiiii . 

l-iattaii siipii In . ml the words, iookf<l up 
[,ii ;i uioiiii-iii. i'iii'ii with a. fury that ina<U' liis 
itiin lsiT. luoinciilai il ift'oil, lio spraiiij; aoi'oss 
ill- iiiti'iA ciiii!!.; spiH'o. the slarticd (iophant 
i,iii''d ji. tup oi >!(■/(' him. Now, sword hotwocii 
UH'th. hr IP h.df way up Iho trunk: a fow moro 
,.,.j ,ind In rail ir.o'h hi'- r nriuy. i>ut ho lUllst 

[j,. ! 1 r. I r r i I ■ ; ri ! ' !>ih 1\ pUai'd SpiOill'S piol'OO iuiU 

irmt all : idr-. Hr dips to tho yround, hhfod 
(uiini!;' lioiii hi' iiiouth and wounds. i\ low 
,rruiid'. l.itri hi- Iwad. jaws moving jorhily, 
'lUtuiti'.:, h.itlli:. r\'r' oprii and jKilluips still SOO- 
i)(. ] . It aiuh'd u|* to t hr luaiiout, wliu. liftiii,^ it 

i,\ !h,- , ,tr . dipphix's it to tho \-ictur. 

XII 

0 ,( U ! »> 1 >t darkiirp.'. dim t ho walls otChittor : 

K. Ill' 1,1 Kaiii, iiurru of the battlonieuts, 
li,,. ip.p 111 pl.irr of Ihr crimson banner of 
Ml \s . ; I till ir was'rp al'ooo tho Ram] lol t’utc the 

i;!rrii « t.mdan! Ill Hlam. 

1 lir tu t drunk Hush of victory is_ passed. 

*A!u lul *!in liii**' t!it' smoke still issuing from 
tlir ia\iin witriv l!t‘s roosuniocl tlic once fciir 

obiri t of 111' lu't. Roslloss, unable to concen- 
trate, ho drills Intui iilaco to place. 
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!'.,i n tiinc Iii:\vati(!<>iv.{ a. a ^onu.anihalisi 

WMlk-. n(*il luT uiu‘ wkhI nor iIn*ofhnr 


\\«nK:o t ii<Hr>rnf4 iu*innT uiin ViKul nor lln*ntln‘r 
n ll« »\\"in ‘4 Ills tn('*t to llirnr (')|■•| ,,^j' 

I"' "''- inrl li,.. Ih,. s 

lilt' aw till !i«‘va>tati.Hi wi.itiijtl in liis nanin. ’ 

Ilian SiiUlcf ltlUi4 tnit»nlc lit llilU'-i'lf S|.(.m,.a 
In taka rl,an;a. rupraiuracL li,. 
iti a innin that was taniiliar. \\r .Uuh\ uvain 
ill an hum!.;, \anilat! tiiamltarof th,* paian- 
'n' l‘aiia!in..... appallad him- 


III* 

1 1 . 1 1 i : i I 


7* no Kinutf UL»a n 

ill an .■.hum!;, \anilat! fliamlM i- of th,* pajan- 

if- l‘'iia!in..... appallad i,i,a- 
Uam. a- !ia luuknl iniimi itaiA uiish', a Jiiirror 

' .11! til hi a\.-, ami iw.-r him nt hnl tinod of 

ii"'innrv ilia tiu wan i .. .,1 . lumi h„mi sur- 

"in tliiuii h a iiariuw fur:;i-. 

.\u(hm;. hail rhatnail lhai n,,t th(' 

-•"'Iin.v ut h. vi .t, iha,. . lunaatharanupy, 
hail ■ ii 1 .uimmi. It w.iN uu ihi. vary >pn| fluii 

h. hal whan ih.- I mtain hllati, Was'it 

5'“ 'd' '»*■'’ *n-« v.sH- ha.i passed 

Ml' - hr hail . nt uimii in! Ill iliat minor, for the 
111 t ami unh iimr, lim H.mh of lin black eves 

hr la . 1 1 h ,1 I jU. ( 111 S' bl « >SV 

. i« oitHiii lujsv.iiii ami iliujiped tipon his 

i. la . . brjoir !!,<• mitiu| his haiiiU lint, hill!; its 

ti.uiii . i i.f .1 iiinr Ilf It iii.itm-il };a?’.in{; 

i'lhi It as if irviiii' to riinij.fh to flraii from its 

«li- llMl lic smiKht. ifutJtnfle 

saw ssas his ,,svii rcilci ti.in. With a moan he 
passril a li.itiil across the f'lass as if to 
.isun the utuv.itiictl pii tiire. Again lie p- t rcil. 

< lusi-i , Ills eves straining till iniiitineiis of viliiia 
him ml the image. 
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" I’adnnni, Padmini, comeback!” 

’rh<‘ Wdi'ds echoed round the vaulted roof 
and walls; luu" name came back to his ears as a 
whisper sofh'r than honey. 

'rhen from the glas.sy depths something 
began to take shajuj before his eyes. But it 

was not th(! face of Padmini What be saw, 

blurred at lirst but tinally clear and sharp-de- 
fined, was a face he knew to be his own. But 
how changed ! Silky black beard had turned to 
st rag! '.ling' grey: eyes weary and pouched; deep 
lines furrowing foi'ehcad and cheeks. He tried 
to look away hut felt his eyes rivetted to the 
glass liefore him. 'riien, aghast, he .saw peering 
over the shoulder his slioulder — the leering 
face of Kafur, and a hand extended offering 
him a cup marked poison. 

1 n a Hash he knew what was to be his fate. 
Withumighlv effort of will, he tore himself 
awav an<l th-d' into the open air, where, white 
faced eyes field ly shut, he tottered into the arms 
»f the waiting eunuch. 

Tlu' night closed down on ’Ala-ud-din 
hlaekei than his worse melancholy could ever 
ha\e imaeiued. In the furnace of affliction he 
knew now’ tliat the fruits of his vengeance were 
water spilt on the ground, which, cannot be 
gathered up again; or as ashes that fly back in 
the face of the thrower. The taste of victory m 
his mouth liud become the bitterness of worrn- 

wochI: a Hits glories had crumbled and dissolved. 
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A fog of deepest gloom settled with chill Imeath 
upon liim : nausea came over him. 

For some hours he lay tossing in his bed, 
Kafur in attemdance. Sleep, l aiii's easiest salvo, 
refused his wooings. A little after midnight he 

sat up. ‘‘1 must go at once. Tell my escort 

to saddle up.” Then j»iteonsiy an<I clutcliing 
the eunuch’s hand, lie poured out the bitterness 
in his soul, 

‘‘I’m afraid to think of what I have dune: 
look on it again, 1 cannot.” 

For a time he seemed unable to liear 
Kafur’s repeated requests for instructions. It 
was only just before leaving that he gave an 
answer ‘‘Leave a garrison, ami lettirn as soon 
as you can with the main-body.’’ 

“What are Your Majesty’s orders aliout the 
temples and buildings ?” 

“Let no man lay hands on tin* palace or 

the lake-palace For the rest I care not. Do] 

as you will.” I 

Then, stumbling in the darkness through 
streets littered with the debris of his victory, 
he passed out through the Gate of the Sun on, 
his long, long march to Delhi, h'or him, through 
the uneasy thirteen yeans of life remaining, {>eace 
was to be a stranger. Marty a time amid the 
pain of living would he gladly change places 
with the, two royad victusns of his vengeance, 
whose mortel remain* lav skcning in a spoU; 
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oN i'ii the \-i‘ry name (if wliich he would strive to 
fdryt'i, iind upon whose souls rested- -in the 
loveliest words y<‘t penned in English— 'the 
peace of Cod wld('h passeth all understanding’. 

* * # 

I’ rum a distant hill Ajey Singh, sole survi- 
ving Sun (jf th<^ Hindus, looked out over the 
land that was now be charagh, without a lamp. 
His eyes Iravt'lled across tlie plains over and . 
iil> to th<! hill_ of Chittor rising above the low " 
mists of morning. As the sun mounted, its 
rays caught tlu' hattlmnents, illuminating their 
glory and_ grief-worn aspect like a lambent 
beam lighting uji the face of .sorrow. 

Chitt<ir! Scene of murder and violence, 
lespuiU’d of the ornaments of her loveliness; a 
:ity, now solitary, that was full of people. 
How is she become a widow! She that was great 
uuong nations, and princess among the fort- 
resses of Hind. 

Then fnim Ajey’s parched lips came the 
ioieinn adjuration that was to echo down the 
rentiiries: "Chittor marya ra pSpl' ■ — By the 
iin of the .sack of Chittor ! 





